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SOVIET NUCLEAR MISSILES DESCRIBED IN WEST GERMAN SOURCE 
Bonn WEHRTECHNIK in German No 8, Aug 80 pp 38-39 


[Text] Hubertus Hoffmann, Bundestag assistant and member of the 
International Institute for Strategic Studies (158), describes the 
new type SS-21, S5-22 and SS-23 Soviet nuclear missiles and their 
effect on Euronuclear security in Central Europe. 


$S8-21 


The SS-21 missile has been introduce for the extensive family of nonguided FROG-2-7 
missiles since 1979. Until now, SS=-21 launchers were delivered on an experimental 
basis only to Soviet missile units in the western part of the USSR and, on a trial 
basis, to units of Soviet forces in the GDR. Mass production is under preparation, 
which means that from 1981/82 on, the SS=-21 will be deployed in larger quantity. 

The FROG was built in seven modifications from 1956 until 1968. They are deployed 
both as a conventional and as a nuclear weapon with a 70 km range. The new SS-21, 
on the other hand, has a range of from 100 to 120 km. 


The SS-21 is the first new nuclear missile stationed in Eastern Europe in over 
10 years. 


The SS-21 uses a 6-wheeled, lightly armored vehicle which can also be used as an 
amphibious vehicle and is comparable to the vehicle which carries the SA-8 (GECKO). 
in spite of its size, the SS-21, cogether with its escort vehicles, can be moved 
quickly in large cargo planes from the remotest parts of the Soviet Union to the 
Central European front. It can be deployed against hard targets more quickly and 
with a greater probac!iity of success than the FROG-7. Overall it can be compared 
witn the NATO's LANCE missile. The quick reaction time of the new missile, the 
introduct‘on of a modern built-in guidance and reloading capacity, considerably in- 
crease the Soviet army's nuclear strike force on the battle field after large- 
scale introduction of the SS-21 by the mid-1980's. 


SS-23 


As of 1981/82, the SS-23 will replace a part of the SCUD-A-missiles. The SCUD-A/B 
were introduced in 1957 and 1962, respectively. SCUD<A has a range of 150 km, 
SCUD-B of 280 km, and they are equipped with a conventional or nuclear warhead 
(approximately 50 KT). Until now, SS-23 projectiles have been tested in flight 
only near Lake Balkhash, North of Alma Ata. 

















Nothing is known yet about the carriage of the 55-23. ‘lt is probably an improved 
S-axie, type MAd=54) vehicle, which is eirteady used succesafully for the SCUD=B. 
The SS-23's range is still disputed: 450 ia is likely co be somewhat exaggerated. 
The 350 km figure is most probable. 


lt is certain that the S5-.5 can be deployed as a conventional as well as 4 nuciear 
weapon and, based on a reduced reaction time, considerably increased accuracy and 
reloading capacity, will be more combat effective tsan the SCUD<A, 


$S=-22 


The modernization program in the short and interim ranges, i.e. below the actual 
medium-range missiies, is .ompleted with the SS<22-<successor of the S5-12 
SCALEBOARD=-which has a firing range of barely 1,000 ka. 


The detonation value will be under 500 kilotons. Just like the SCALEBOARD, it 

wili be launched from premeasured, prepared firing positions in USSR territory. 
Based on its reloading capacity and accuracy, it is better suited for nuclear de- 
ployment in the European front than the SCALEBOARD. So far, a mere 20 S5=22 
launchers are in experimental use in the USSR's western military districts. Mass 
production will begin in 1981 at the latest. The SS-22 is comparabie to the S5-20 
IRBM in size, tactical deployment, size of the target head and nuclear target points 
in Central Europe. While the SS-20 has 3 MIRV and can cover an area of 4,500 km, 
the SS-22 (and the SS-12 SCALEBOARD) provides nuclear coverage of Central Europe 
from remote areas of Russia. 


Therefore, the following is a rule of thumb for defense policy: Three SS-22's are 
comparable to one SS-20 with 3 MIRV. What is fatal about this--greatly simplitied-- 
finding has so far only been whispered about in secret by NATO partners . 


Even if the USSR should come to an arms control agreement and renounce all $5-20 
IRBM, this disarmament agreement would be almost meaningless from a military point 
of view, if the Red Army were to receive the $S-22 in its stead. 


The NATO disarmament proposal of December 1979, which contains only negotiations 
about the SS-20 and other medium-range weapons--i.e. the SS-22 is not subject to 
the negotiations--is therefore, because of this armament measure by the Kremlin, 
incomplete at best, and possibly even counterproductive. It would merely force 

the arms race in .he Euronuciear area into another direction. 


Inclusion and limitation of Moscow's threatening aclear potential is indispensable 
for NATO in the SALT lil negotiations. 


Final Conclusions and Consequences 


In summary, the equipment of the Soviet army presents the following picture: 


1. $S-21, SS=-22 and SS-23 conclude the entire modernization of Moscow's nuclear 
weapons pianned for European deployment. Ranges result in a precise staggering of 
the mocernization. 














The SS=21 (up to 120 km) is deployed on the battlefield. Here, the fighter bombers 
and Warsaw Pact guns (such as the 160 mm cannon howitzer, the 203 mm and 240 mm guns) 
which can be deployed as nuclear weapons, additionally increase the nuclear strengti 
of the East bloc considerably. 


The SS=23 (range up to 350 im) completes these combat options. 


The SS=22 is deployed in the area just below the medium-range level and covers 
targets in the Central European area, especially in FRG territory. Here, too, air- 
craft with nuclear capability, such as the SU-19 (FENCER A), with improved naviga- 
tion, increased range and armament, are inciuded in the plans. 


Nuclear medium range weapons are next. The USSR is introducing more than 120 SS-20 
IRBM and approximately 100 nuclear backfire bombers of the latest type. 


2. This push for modernization will be realized fully by about 1985, at the precise 
time when NATO--in case no real disarmament agreements can be reached with Moscow-- 
wishes to station PERSHING II (108 launchers) and cruise missiles (464 missiles in 
116 launchers) med.um-range nuclear weapons. Thus, the Kremlin is creating for it- 
self a large number of military options so that it will not only be stronger in the 
SALT ill negotiations, but can also agree to a reduction of its medium-range systems 
without having essentially fewer options militarily. 


3. The entire modernization of Soviet nuclear weapons (SS=-21, S5-23, SS-22, SS-20 
and backfire bomber) is tailored to the demands of a nuclear deployment in Europe. 


All these weapons are more accurate and thus better suited for deployment in case 

of confiict. They are practically indestructible because of their mobility. The 
Kremlin's dominance in escalation and combat capabilities are thus improved by a 
multiple in the mic-1980's. Already now the USSR has a 2:1 superiority in equiva- 
lent megatons and hard target capability in nuclear medium-range weapons alone. 

This imbalance will increase by the mid-1980's to a ratio of 4:1 against NATO. The 
modernization of short-range weapons will complete NATO's decrease in combat strength. 


4. Moscow's extensive, continuous modernization programs in the Euronuclear area 
threaten the effects of NATO deterrance in Europe. 


This is true not only in the medium-range area, but on all levels, such as the 
tactical-nuciear area. How great the threat in the short- and intermeciate-range 
area is for NATO can only be briefly shown here. While the $S-21 and SS-25 battie 
field systems can easily be held in check with a corresponding modernization of 
NATO's TNF, the SS-22 intermediate range missile is especially critical because of 
its relationship to the SS-20 and the contract limitations in T IIL. Contractual 
limitations should be attempted in SALT III, which CDU defense expert Peter Kurt 
Wuerzbach had already called for in December of last year. By the mid 1980's, NATO 
will not be able to avoid modernization, because of Soviet programs in the short- 
range area, if trends continue in their present course. 


PHOTO CAPTIONS 


i. p 38. This is how the Pentagon's graphic artist imagines the launching of 
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DOSAAF TRAINING: RESULT® REVIEWED 
Moscow VOYENNYYE ZNANIYA in Russian No 9, Sep 80 signed to press 7 Aug 80 pp 30-31 


[Article by I. Shabrov, special VOYENNYYE ZNANIYA correspondent: "...But With 
Different Results") 


Text) How are we to account for our laggards? The question 
is far from being an idle one. The fact is, that even under 
identical conditions, related collectives show different re- 
sults. Things go smoothly for one, without any hitches as they 
say. Military-patriotic and mass-scaie defense work are con- 
ducted on a high level. But then another makes a bad name for 
itsel*. Why is this? Our correspondent 1. Shabrov, who re- 
centiy visited Kirovskaya Oblast, discusses this probilen. 


l. Passivity 


When A. Perminov was chosen chairman >2f DOSAAF's Kotel'nicheskiy raykom, the prob- 
lems he had to deal with put him up against the wall, as they say. The organi” - 
tion's material-technical base was weak. He had no information available on che 
State of affairs prevailing in kolkhoz and sovkhoz primary organizations. His 
predecessor had kept virtually no record of his work. Aleksandr Ivanovich began 
to think long and hard as he looked about for a way out of this difficult situa- 
tion. He went out to one farm and lost an entire day. He accomplished only very 
little and wasted an enormous amount of time. But then things began to heat up. 
The defense society had launched an election and reporting campaign. The phone 
calls from the DOSAAF obkom began to come in thicker and faster: it wanted in- 
formation right then. But what kind of information did he have! He himself had 
hardly been able to get out anywhere, and there were no contacts established with 
the chairmen. They were not calling in to the raykom, nor were they coming in 
themselves. 


What was he to do? First he thought he would simply go to the party raykom, te!l 
the people there all about his difficulties and asx the communists for help. But 
a cautionary chought then occurred to him: they would say he was not up to his 
responsibilities. for that reason he decided that the best thing to do under the 
circumstances was to get on the telephone and cail around to his subordinate 
organizations. He would have them report waat they were doing and how things 
were going regarding the reports and elections within the primary DOSAAF organi- 
zations. 




















The phone on the Borovskoy Sovkhoz was answered by the workers’ committee chair- 
man, Ye. Charushina. 


"A reporting and election meeting?" she responded. “It seems we've had one." 


"And what evaluation did ..¢ DOSAAF people give the committee's work (this was 
the main thing that had to be reported to the defense society obkom)?" A. Perminov 
then inquired. 


"Unsatisfactory, | think." 


Aleksandr livanovich did not pay the least bit of attention to the words "I chink" 
and proceeded confidently to enter a minus on a clean sheet of paper. After 
several days of continuous telephone “work, the number of minuses had reached 
38. But this failed to produce even a shade of concern on the part of the chair- 
man. Thirty-eight, that's 38. He merely passed the information on through chan- 
nels to Kirov, after which he considered the reporting and election campaign in 
the lower-level defense organizations finished. No special plan was adopted to 
reorganize the work of those organizations lagging behind. But more than that, 
the phone calls from the central oblast office almost stopped as well. Perminov 
set himself at ease and postponed his planned trip to Borovskoy Sovkhoz indefi- 
nitely. Buc it was all in vain. 


The fact is that if Aleksandr Ivanovich had visited Borovskoy he would have learned 
a lot, discovered much and taken these things into account in the work of the 
DOSAAF raykom. In the first place, this is one of the largest farms in the rayon. 
Party committee secretary A. Zlobin informed us that there are roughly 600 people 
working here, and one-third of them are under 30. Living in the village are more 
than 100 former front-line troops, who have their memories and much to communicate 
to the young people. 


A regional museum has been opened which has collected much on the history of the 
transformations that have occurred during the years of Soviet power. Outstanding 
sovkhoz workers gaze down from their portraits at the visitors here. 


Excellent material conditions for conducting a vigorous program of military- 
patriotic activities thus prevails at Borovskoy. Add to this the fact that almost 
every young sovkhoz worker has a motorcycle, manv have automobiles. What good 
conditions on which to base the development of program of technical-military 
types of sports activities. But how have the DOSAAF people exploited them? 


To virtually no extent, unfortunately. Any sign of activity on the part of the 
defense collective goes unnoticed, which, however, comes as no surprise. In num- 
bers it is not a large organization. Less than 40 percent of the workers are mem- 
bers of the defense society. The DOSAAF committee exists only on paper, and the 
people on the committee don't even know about it. They never have any meetings 
and haven't discussed a single matter for the last 2 years. 


V. Yendakov heads the committee. We did not have the chance to talk with him. 
As it turns out, he is a driver and is continuously on the road. He simply does 
not hae the time or the opportunity to meet with people and to speak with them 
and de op an interest in then. 


6 




















So what were the sovkhoz communists thinking when in this case they recommended 
him to head the primary DOSAAF committee? After the work of the previous commit- 
tee received an evaluation of unsatisfactory, a knowledgeable person should have 
been chosen who was capable of getting people involved in defense activities and 
bringing some order into organizational work. 


"So this is how it has turned out,"Comrade Zlobin replied to us," They didn't know 
how to do things and simply adopted a passive attitude." 


He sighed deeply and with a sweeping gesture of his hand said: "You can under- 
stand how it is with us. We simply don't have enough experience and don't know 
enough about organizing mass-scale defense work the way it ought to be. We don't 
get any help from the DOSAAF raykom. In the i-don't-know-how-many years I've 
been working on the farm I don't recall when anybody ever came to us, assembled 
all the activists, spoke with them, directed tem toward the big things that had 
to be done....” 


As we were coming back from Borovskoy, 1 noticed a half-tumbled-down building 
Standing by itself to one side of the dirt country road. 

"That's the sovkhoz firing rarze," explained A. Perminov, who was accompanying me. 
He then added: "It's no longer in operation. But it's the village; what do you 
want? It's hard to get any real work organized here." A certain feeling of doom, 
a passivity, could be sensed in Alexsandr Ivanovich's voice. But it's the latter, 
we think, that is the primary reason why lower-level organizations in Kotel'niche- 
Skiy Rayon, particule ~* village organizations, are lagging behind. 


2. Relying on the Aktiv 


We did not have to go far to be convinced of this. Just beyond the fields of 
Borovskoy Sovkhoz begin those of another rayon, Khalturinskiy. And here is another 
DOSAAF raykom. Clean, well-kept grounds. A building in good order. That the 
pulse of life was beating healthily and efficiently here we could tell immediately 
upon meeting the chairman, Yakov Ivanovich Glukhoy. The telephone calls that took 
him away from his conversation with us, his replies to questions, the business- 
like discussions he had with activists who came to see him all created a picture 

of well-organized work being carried on by a committee well knowing the value of 
time and the proper way to organize its activities. 


The raykom does not have a large staff: a chairman and two instructors, while the 
villages and territory under its jurisdiction are scattered over tens of kilometers. 
One can't cry to run things over so great an area and still expect to be up-to-date 
on everything. But right from the very beginning (he hes served as chairman for 
over 20 years now) Yakov Ivanovich relied on an extensive aktiv as a personal rule, 
bringing it into the work of the rayon DOSAAF organization and instructing it in 
the practical aspects of conducting mass-scale defense work. 


He knows well the chairmen of all the primary organizations (and there are more 
than 100 of them); he can give the first and last names of each one of them with- 
out even thinking (by way of comparison, it was only with great difficulty that 
A. Perminov could recall the last name--he couldn't give the first and middle 
nMames--of the chairman of the DOSAAF primary organization on Borovskoy Sovkhoz), 




















give a brief character sketch of euch one and describe the state of affairs within 
each defense collective. Yakov Ivanovich is also well acquainted with all his 
kolkhoz and sovkhoz party leaders, economic administrative managers and school 
directors. 


Front-line veterans const..ute the gold reserve of the society's aktiv. Many of 
them participate activeiy in the program of military-patriotic education for the 
young people; they frequently visit the sovkhozes and kolkho.es and recount the 
military feats of their comrades-in-arms for the young men and women there. 


The work of the raykom presidium proceeds fruitfully, harmoniously and in a well- 
coordinated manner. A spirit of deep devotion to party principles and of rigorous 
exactingness pervades all its meetings. Just as does Ya. Glukhoy, presidium mnem- 
bers consider themselves entirely responsible for the state of affairs prevailing 
within the rayon organization. They study the way things are going in the lower- 
level organizations and monitor implementation of decisions which have been made. 


A program of continuous training has been organized for che chairmen of the rayon's 
DOSAAF primary organizations. But Yakov Ivanovich considers contact with DOSAAF 
members directly on the.r sovkhozes and kolkhozes to be the most important aspect 
of his work with the aktiv. He has taken it as a rule to meet regularly not only 
with the chairmen, but also with all members of the committees of primary organiza- 
tions. He instructs them in the practical aspects of working with people’ he tries 
together with them on the spot to identifv the causes of various shortcc wings and 
makes a note of useful and valuabie things that might then be utilized by other 
Organizations. 


“Today my schedule has me visiting the DOSAAF primary organization on a poultry- 
breeding sovkhoz," Yakov Ivanovich said to us and invited us to go along with him. 


We accepted the chairman's invitation, and we did not regret it. We saw and 
learned much of interest on the sovkhoz. Dozens of equipment operators work on 
the fields and farms of this large sovkhoz. Most of them have been trained as 
motor-vehicle or tractor drivers or equipaent operators or have undergone retrain- 
ing in courses run by DOSAAF or the rayon STK [technical supervisory serv .ce]. 
Sovkhoz director P. Suvorov spoke with gratitude of the assistance DOJAAF members 
provide the sovkhoz in training equipment operator cadres. 


Sergey Yefremov, an operator-fitter and a great rifle and target-shooting enthusi- 
ast, heads the primary organizations here. He returned fom the army 2 years ago, 
and, taking into consideration his military service experience and ability to ap- 
proach peopie, as weil as the recommendation of the DOSAAF rayon comuittee, the 
sovkhoz's young workers elected him committee chairman. Comrade Yefremov began 
his work by esteblishing and strengthening lower-level society collectives in all 
sections. Socialist competition was started among them for the best organization 
of mass-scale defense and sports activities. 


The sovkhoz administration and party committee (G. Kossikhina, party committee 
secretary) keep the defense collective's work in the center of their attention. 
The committee chairman reports regularly at party committee meetings, while the 
commu’.ists discuss the defense organization's work at their own gatherings (which 
is unf. -cunmately not the practice on Borovskoy Sovkhoz). 

















Together with the Komsomel and trade uhion organizations the DOSAAY committee 
contributes a great deal to the military=-patriotic education of the young people. 
The farm holds warm and festive farewell ceremonies for its young men called uf 
for military service. it maintains continuous contact with the ailitary unites 
in which its nurslings are serving, while those achieving “outstanding” ratings 
in combat and political training may be seen in photographs on a special display 
stand in the DOSAAF corner. 


Here as weil are reflected the sports successes the DOSAAF members have achieved. 
Sovkhog aarkemen have participated and won prizes in almost all rayon competitions. 


The DOSAAF committee relies in its work upon the extensive aktiv. A. Kiimenko, 

P. Zheltikov and i. Khalturin, noted production workers and participants in the 
Great Patriotic War, serve as assistants. They frequentiy speak to the young peo- 
pie and share their reminiscences of battles with the Hitlerite aggressors and of 
the difficult postwar years. What this does to heighten the consciousness of 
these youngsters! Among the sovkhoz's best production workers are many young 
DOSAAF members, such as, for example, V. Kolbin, a driver ist class, A. Kolbin, 

4 tractor operator, and others. 


in a word, the work of the sovkhoz's DOSAAF primary organization reflects the 
style of work of the defense society's rayon committee, one of the best in the 
oblast. 


3. Far From Everyting Has Been Done 
it is not in any of their specific characteristics as «.ch, but rather in the iow 


level of guidance and leadership displayed by rayon DOSAAF committees that the 
cause of the backward state of certain .‘liage defense orgauizations is to be found. 








Officials of the defense society's Kirov oblas* committee agree with this conciu- 
sion. In discussions they spoke strongly in favor of the organization of universal 
training for kolkhoz and sovkhoz activists in the practical aspects of conducting 
military-patrioctic, masse-scale defense, training and sports activities; of assist- 
ing them in the development of a technical-materia., base for the training of spe- 
cialists in the mass-scaie vocations and of igproving propaganda for advanced ex- 
perience and the popularization of achievements of the best society committees. 


Take, for example, the program of measures the DOSAAF oblast committee developed 
to realize the cr‘ticail observations expressed during the oblast election and 
reporting conference. it contains many good and useful items, but it doesn't say 
a word about improving the performance of those organizations lagging behind. And 
let us say frankly that there are today no few such organizations here. More than 
70 received an unsatisfactory evaluation. There are a large number of exemplary 
organizations as well. That is why the "Not One Lagging Behind" principle should 
become the watchword for the activities of ail oblast DOSAAF members. 


The chairman of the DOSAAF obiast committee, V. Baranov, deciared in « conversation 
with us that 4 program of special measures is currentiy being developed to improve 
the performance of lower-level organizations, particuiarly those that have lagged 
behind. The program is based upon the decree recentiy adopted by the oblast party 




















committee On impfoving Che Cechhica. heleria. Sane of primary Of gahisations ane 
the cometruction of 4 target range of each soiKknOe ahe BOVENOZ. 


A seminar will be heic in the very sear future for vi.lage rayon DOBAAY committee 
chairmen, based in Kh. ASALY AAVYOR, Gurifng which they Wii. exchatige experience 
in directing the activits Of Viilage-leve.i defense organizations. Fiais aiso 
call for special posters and ieafilets to be issued Of Leadere if sOciarist competi- 
tion who have themseives achieved outstanding success in miiitery-patriotic, tasse- 
acale cefense, tra.hing afG sports activities ante Nave been asgiaeting thear heigh= 
bors in these programs. 


But these are 4li plans. Life demands their transformation into concrete, tangibie 
action as rapidly a8 possibie. 


COPYRIGHT: “Voyennyye znaniya’, 1980 
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SOVIET COMMENTS ON FOREIGN HELICOPTER MINESWEEPING 
Moscow VOYENNYYE ZNANIYA in Russian No 9, Sep 80 signed to press 7 Aug 80 p 45 


[Article based on foreign press material by Capt ist Rank I. Kosikov: “Helicopter 
Minesveeping"™ | 


[Text] The widespread employment of moored mines during the First World War gave 
rise to the need to buiid a variety of minesweepers to conduct mine warfare opera- 
tions on the open sea, along home coasts and in harbors. in the course of the 
Second World War influence mines appeared, with magnetic dip-needie, acoustic and 
combination firing mechanisms. This led to the development of fundamentally new 
influence sweeps. The development of hydrodynamic and combination mines virtually 
unsveepable by any known method required the construction of special minesweepers. 


According to U.S. specialists, the old methods of conducting mine warfare opera- 
tions have become virtually ineffective. New means have made their appearance; 
among these airborne sweeping with the employment of helicopters has achieved the 
greatest acceptance by the U.S. Navy. Mine fields were detected by helicopters 
as early as the Korean war period, during the execution of the Wonsan landing 
operation (1950). They began to be employed as minesweepers in 1953 following 
the development of special towing equipment and helicopter sweeps. 


According to foreign press reports, special-purpose RH-53D minesweeper helicopters 
began to enter the U.S. Navy inventory in 1973, capable, as has been pointed out, 
of using existing as well as future moored-mine and influence sweeps. The new 
helicopters are equipped with an automatic control system insuring maintenance of 
the proper tow-cable deflection angle, altitude, course and flight speed. They 
have special compartments for moored-mine and influence sweeps. The helicopters 
can carry two extra fuel tanks, which are suspended outside the cabin. By using 
them, sweeping time can be extended to 4.5 hours. Adjustable mirrors located in 
the forward section allow both the first and second pilots to observe the behavior 
of the sweep being towed by the helicopter. The helicopter's power plant consists 
of a single 7560 h.p. turboprop engine. The new helicopter can be refueled from 
the shipboard fueiing system while hovering above the ship. it is armed with two 
12.7-mm machine guns to destroy any sines which rise to the surface after sweeping. 


In the view of the specialists, the combination of CH-53D medium helicopters and 
the RH-53D heavy helicopter will fully satisfy ali naval requirements for airborne 
mine countermeasure capability. 
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The latest Mk 103, Mk i046, Ma 105 ane Mk 1.06 Helicopter sweeps are employed as 
an ASW system for sweeping moored 4.4 iAfluence mines. 


The Mk 103 helicopter moored=mine weep is Che series Standard; it has been devel- 
oped on the basis of “* Oropeda ship sweep of the Second World War period, Te 
sweep is equipped with c.. ing blades or blasting cartridges for severing mine 
mooring cables. ‘he cartridges have hydrostatic safety devices insuring safe 
handling both inside the helicopter and during the course of the mine-laying opera- 
tions as well. The sweep iteeif is supported by foam=-plastic buoys. Mines cut 
loose by the sweep rise to the surface and are destroyed by shipboard artillery, 

by towing, or by 4 special-purpose helicopter. Deployment and recovery of the 
sweep require 30 minutes each. The sweep can, if necessary, be transferred from 
one helicopter to another without interrupting operations. 


The U.S. Navy's influence-sweep inventory includes the Mk 104 helicopter acoustic, 
the Mk 105 magnetic and the Mk 106 magneto-acoustic (combination) sweeps. 


The light Mk 104 helicopter acoustic sweep is an emitter, inside of which is a 
rotatable disk set in motion during towing by a water<driven turbine. The device 
emits the sounds of ship propellers, which activates the acoustic firing mecha- 
nism of a mine. The sweep is deployed and recovered by the helicopter and toved 
at a depth of 6-8 m. Approximately 6 minutes are required to lay or recover the 
sweep. It can be transferred in flight from one helicopter to another without 
any interruption of sweeping operations. 


The Mk 105 magnetic helicopter sweep is designed for sweeping magnetic mines and 
is among the latest American sweeps. This is an electrode sweep consisting of a 
hydrofoil catamaran; a direct-current generator is mounted on the platform. .ts 
magnetic field simulator is two towed electrodes approximately 160 = long, which 
generate a magnetic field. A sweep control panel is mounted in the helicopter 
permitting the operator to simulate the magnetic fields of a variety of ships by 
transmitting electric pulses and varying the frequency of puisation of the gener- 
ated magnetic field. 


Preparations for deployment and operation of the Mk 105 sweep begin by iowering it 
from the ship with a helicopter sling. The towing cable is attached to a towing 
boom mounted at the rear of the take-off-and-landing platform on the deck. The 
sweep is towed at a speed of about 5 knots. The helicopter “hovers” above the 
ship and remains in this position until the hook attached to the special boom 
catches the towing cable. The shi, then releases the towing cable, and the heii- 
copter tows the sweep to the sweeping area. Towing at a speed of 13 knots brings 
the hydrofoil into effect. Sweeping speed may then be increased to 20-25 knots. 
The helicopter's flight altitude while towing the sweep is approximately 18 a. 


The Mk 106 helicopter combination sweep, which is a combination of the Mk 1046 and 
Mk 105 sweeps, is used in sweeping influence sines with magneto-acoustic combina- 
tion firing mechanisms. Their compatible operation permits sweeping of both 
acoustic and magnetic mines separately and of mines with two-channel magneto- 
acoustic firing mechanisms. The U.S. Navy considers the Mk 106 sweep as the most 
advancec mine countermeasure systen. 














After study .@ the experience accumulated during exercises and in the course of 
combat sweeping operations, American naval experts have concluded that minesweep-~ 
ing helicopters towing sweeps at speeds of up to 20 knots at altitudes of 40-45 
cannot maneuver to evade aircraft or other means of attack. They therefore empha- 
size that eweeping operations in enemy waters require air superiority, the detach- 
ment of patrol forces for the period of a sweep and the selection of a time of day 
and meteorological conditions contributing to an enhanced ability to remain unseen 
and undetected, 


In addition to the U.S. Navy, the navies of Engiand, France and the FRG also have 
minesweeping helicopters. The Japanese navy has recently been displaying great 
interest in helicopter minesweeping. The navies of many countries now have work 
under way on the improvement of sweeping methods and the equipment of their mine- 
sweeping helicopters with new means of searching for and destroying mines. 


COPYRIGHT: "Voyennyye znaniya”, 1980 
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SOVIET ARMED FORCES: FRENCH SOURCE ON CAPABILITIES 

Paris CONTREPOINT in French Autumn No 34, 1980 pp 59-67 
[Article by Jean-Francois Sers) 

[Text] Should we be good 'Atlanticists' or cut our losses? 


Concentrated during the fifties in East Europe, Soviet military might today is 
deployed--either actually or potentially--to the four corners of the globe. Hardly 
a month goes by but the West nervously discovers a new component in the military 
arsenal of the masters of the Kremlin and they conclude from this that the Soviets 
have the will to strike quick and hard when they will feel that the moment is 
right. 


Surprisingly enough, *hi. Soviet beef-up is occuring just when everyone is talking 
disarmament and brings to uaught, in the opinion of many politicians and experts, 
the efforts undertaken to avoid the inescapability of a major battle. 


Confronted with this paradoxical situation, Western opinion is more or less split 
into two schoo.s of thought. The first--Atlantically oriented--would like to take 
up the challenge, and respond to each increase of Soviet potential by relative 
parity for the West. The second, more analytical, would prefer to ‘cut our losses' 
by allowing the Russians a relative superiority controlled by means of agreements 
of the SALT type at the highest level of armament, counterbalanced by a certain 
firmness in ‘peripheral’ conflicts. 


It is difficult to make a decision between these two policies. The first has in 
its favor that it responds purely and simply to the politicomilitary doctrine 
professed by the Soviets: war is unavoidable and we must win it. This is taught 
twice a year to recruits and is constantly drummed into them throughout their 2 
years of military service (3 years in the navy). The second is more sophisticated 
and ite subtlety may seem to be a sign of decadence, or at least of appeasement: 
buy peace at the price of no matter what concessions, including major ones only 
to pay very dearly for them someday, according to its adversaries. 


Where Analysis is Conspicious by Its Absence 


The fa. remains that both attitudes depend, in the last analysis, on what the Red 
Army re .iy is, on what its exact potential and its specific political capacity 
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are, but we are obliged to note that, on this point, analysis is scarce, There 
is too much of a tencency to add up the number of tanks and planes and then get 
lost in sterile arguments about numbers which are accorded an absolute value, The 
elements of a just appraisal do, however, exist, but they are most often scattered 
here and there when they are not intentionally forgotten for the sake of one or the 
other thesis, All the more so in that paradoxes have never carried much weight 
compared with an armored division and the lessons of history have always been made 
to be forgotten, 


it is, however, by history that one must begin in this matter and it is thanks to 
some paradoxes that we will be able to buttress our judgement. 


The Red Army (not using capital letters is a punishable offense over there) is the 
guardian of the achievements of socialism. Period. Granted that socialism is a 
Soviet phenomenon--and who would contest it?--the army is therefore the guardian 
of the Soviet Empire. So far, there is nothing out of the ordinary: a country 
whose National Defense would no longer constitute a political goal would be nea: 
its end, not necessarily from aggression, but certainly from internal disintegra- 
tion. From this point of view, the army is, in the USSR, a rampart against this 
danger of internal disintegration. It is conceived as a political instrument in the 
highest degree, Thus, the principal military command of each city is assigned a 
seat on the local government. This is also true at the level of the district, of 
the republic, and--the ultimate stage--of the Union. It must therefore be clearly 
understood that its action is directed as much towards the interior as towards the 
exterior. This holds not only for the political level, but for the economic as 
well: factories engaged in military production include officers in administrative 
as well as technical positions, which means that the army intervenes in all the 
advanced economic sectors. 


It is question then, in the USSR, of a political-economic force which occupies 
center stage. in fact, the best structured and the most efficient. its force 
has however theoretical limits: representatives of the KGB, of the party's 
“security forces," figure in all levels of military command, and GLAUPUR, the 
military emanation of the Party, is in charge of permanent supervision of the 
“doctrinal fidelity" of the troops. 


It is question then of a system of equilibrium theoretically perfect. This does 
not alter the fact that the preeminence granted the armed forces in the defense of 
socialism makes of them a caste all the more entitled to preference in that, 
according to official doctrine, the threat of aggression remains permanent. 


The existence of this threat is the cornerstone of all Soviet policy and the basic 
given quantity of any analysis of the system. In other countries, it would be 
termed genuine paranoia. From his most tender youth, the young Russian is literally 
conditior to live in the expectation of an aggression against socialism and his 


count™. < is moreover the basic amalgam which explains all the rest: 
patr. atiment and the daefense of socialism are rendered inseparable. An 
attack mst socialism is an attack against the USSR and aggression against the 


USSR can only have for goal the elimination of socialism, Whence the de facto 
preeminence of the army in Soviet institutions, a preeminence made perfectly 
evident by the promotion of Breznev to the honor of field-marshal. Which, moreover, 
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accounts, by a veritable sleight of hand trick, to short circuiting the political 
system of control of the army, since the supreme chief of the political system 
becomes a solider... 


"Ready To Work “or and Defend the latherland" 


The young Soviet citizen is therefore conditioned to enter tiis system before he 
has become aware of the reality of the peril. Thus all school.oys, during their 
scholastic period take a physical culture examination sanctioned by a certificate 
which declares that they are “ready to work for and defend the Fatherland." The 
term is vague, but it is going very quickly to be clarified during a preliminary 
course of military training which all young men take before their 16th year: defend 
the Fatherland, that means to prepare to fight against the West which, twice, has 
attempted to overthrow socialism. The first time after the October Revolution, 
when the West sent its troops to support the White Russians. The fact that this 
was a purely symbolic gesture is passed over in silence. The second of these 
attempts, that of Nazi Germany in 1941, is regularly presented as following in a 
straight line the first: Germany quite simply symbolizes the pernicious forces 
of the West in a perfectly successful amalgam which implies that the Western bloc 
can at any moment recommence the Germanic aggression. 


To be convinced of this it is sufficient to cite one text out of a thousand, the 
book "The Armed Forces of the USSR: Questions and Answers," by A, Korkechkine, 
published in 1975 by the Novosti Agency which states: "The Great Netional War was 
an integral part of the Second World War of 1939-1945 which ended in the crushing 
defeat of Hitler's Germany and Imperalist Japan, te shock elements of worldwi:2 
imperialism, the rampart of the most reactionary and obscurantist forces of Europe 
and Asia. During this war, the bloodiest and most destructive in the entire 
history of humanity, the Soviet Union defended socialist achievements, its avant- 
garde social system, its liberty and its independence." 


How, after having read this passage, and without knowing enything about history, 
can anyone heip thinking that 


1) the Western countries were more or iess in the line of Germany and Japan; 

2) the entire war was directed only against the USSR; 

3) the peril remains certain to the extent that Germany and Japan were "only" the 
shock elements of worldwide imperialism, which implies that the bulk of the 
battalions remain available and are only awaiting their chance. 





It is obvious under these conditions that everything that comes from the West can 
only be the vanguard of those battalions and, additionally, that dissidents--those 
who listen to the West's sirens--are both traitors and madmen. The two notions 
are indissociable since you have to be mad to betray the Soviet Fatherland. 


Simplistic Ideas Which Are lot Open To Discussion 


You might smile at this, but you would be wrong: the system is anchored on these 
simplistic ideas which, for the majority of the population, are not open to discus- 
sion and cannot be discussed, so true is it that a glass which is half empty is also 
half fu... 
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The Soviet citizen is therefore first of 11 convinced that the whole world dreams 
only of attacking him, All the more so ii. that, being unable to comprehend the 
rules of life (often debatable, it must be admitted) of a western democracy, he will 
not distinguish the wheat from the chaff. Yet another example: automobiles of the 
USSR Bubassy in Paris, which were parked on the street in front of the embassy were 
burned in the middle of the night. Por any and everybody, this was quite obviously 
an idfotic act on the part of individuals who had only taken the trouble to buy a 
box of matches and who thought they were terribly clever, But for the Soviet 
diplomats, this was absolutely unthinkable and could only, in the last analysis, 
represent passive complicity on the part of the French authorities! 


As, moreover, the perpetrators were neither arrested nor a fortiori punished--try 
to find them!--that simply meant that they enjoyed the advantage of general 
complicity. This sort of example can be continued ad infinitum: small bands of 
neo-Nazis on a bill-posting spree, etc, 


Sesides these real, tangible facts, which corroborate so well everything they have 
been taught, protestations of good faith can only, evidently, be considered hypo- 
critical and reinforce the conviction that the West is the true enemy and that they 
must prepare themselves without let up to encounter it. 


This is--and we return to history--the vicious circle that Nikita Khruschev had 
attempted to break between 1957 and 1964, by attempting to remove from the army 
its de facto pre-eminence. Soviety intercontinental missiles had just been per- 
fected. They placed the USSR on a footing of nuclear equality with the United 
States, and definitively brushed aside the anxiety of an attack. Starting from 
there, everything was possible and first of all the normalization of the system, 
that is to say choosing butter more than guns and removing from the army its 
absolute power. This test of force turned out badly for Mr K, who was removed 
from power in 1964, And this was logical: suppressing the exterior danger 
amounted to running headlong into an internal catastrophe. To forgo envisaging 
the possibility of an enemy offensive amounted, for the military, to handing 
themselves over, bound hand and foot, to the adversary. 


Here again, we have a notion the West has a hard time understanding. When we speak 
of battle, we always place ourselves in a resolutely defensive situation and we 
take only the measures adequate to this situation. This is all to the better to 
the extent that it avoids locking us into a fated involvement, but it is pure 
heresy strategically speaking. Tie Soviet military command, for its part has not 
fallen into this heresy. it is true that it paid its lesson very dearly in 1941. 
For it, the only effective defense is the offensive, and the only effective 
offensive is that undertaken with resources several times again stronger than those 
of the adversary. 


But everyone Knows that. it is less well known that this doctrine has always been 
the Soviets'-- even during the Khruschev period--and that the emergence of the 
Soviet military might that has been denounced since the seventies is not truly an 
emergence, but simply the logical continuation of this doctrine. Both qualitatively 
and quantitatively. 

















Always Setting the Pace 


From 4 quantitative point of view, in fact, Pussia has always favored cwarge 
battalions, since Peter the Creat. From a qualitative point of view, it is only 
today that notice has been taken of something which was already true curing the 
time of the Czars: insofur as weapon technique is concerned, Russia then the USSR 
have always set the pace. 


Two simple examples: in 1913, on the eve of the World War 1, France was the country 
which had the most advanced aviation, With respect to 'bombers,' France had the 
CAUDRON G=3 and the VOISIN Lil, One carried 9 kilograms of bombs, the other 25. 
They were boti,, of course, single-engined aircraft. At the same time, Russia had 
the world's first--and only--four-engined plane: the Sikokski ILYA MUROMETZ, with 
an operational load weighing 295 kilograms. 


In 1941, during the ‘Barbarossa’ operation, the German Mark II, III and IV tanks 
were completely outclassed by the Soviet J 34, Joseph Stalin anc Kiim Vorochilov 
tanks. Only the poor tactical use of the iatter make it possibile for the German 
forces to win. 


The Red Army has, since, continued along this path, the slight eclipse of 195/7- 
1964 excepted. 


Under these conditions, the emergency of the Soviet Army that we see today, is it 
really an emergence or is it only the result of a constant program? We can all 
the more ask ourselves that question since, if we decide to reason in comparison 
with western armies, we are obliged to admit that the Soviets, during the last 

20 years, have done neither better nor more than the others: they were satisfied 
with doing what they had decided upon, while, in the West, we were dragging our 
feet. 


The history of the bisonic bomber is symptomatic of that state of affairs. in the 
years 1958-1960, lightening progress in interception aircraft rendered supersonic 
bombers obsolete. With their 1,500 kilometers an hour speed, the American Convair 
B 58 HUSTLER as well as the Soviet TUPOLEV 22 (Blinder in the NSTO code) had to be 
replaced by a bisonic plane. in the East, this was to be done by the BACKFIRE 
(TU-26), in the West, by the Rockwell 8B 1. In 1974, the BACKFIRE was already 

in production, while only 4 Rockwell prototypes existed. Two years later, the U.S. 
Congress decided that it would not be built: it was too expensive! In 1979, 
during the SALT Il discussions, the Soviets had between 150 and 200 TU-26s. The 
United States then realized that they had nothing to counter then. 


These examples could be multiplied in all domains. They establish that when the 
rising power of the Soviet army is spoken of, it is done so only in comparison 

with the state of the West's forces. But, in both camps, projects are approximately 
equivalent. Only carrying through with them differs. In the East, they are sys- 
tematicllly brought to fruition. In the West, they are rather easily abandoned. 

The reason for this is simple: the Soviets believe in constant superiority in all 
spheres, no watter what the price. In the West, where public opinion exists and 

a certe.n degree of responsibility of the leaders to it, there is hesitation to 
initiat~ massive programs. All the more so in that they often run the heavy risk 
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of being illusory. A certuin number of recent facts confirm this, from the Soviet 
detection network built at great expense and ‘outflanked' by a simple cruise missile 
costing $500,000, to the airplane “with no radar trail and no thermic signature” 
recently perfected in the Nevada desert. In these two examples--and there are a 

lot of others--the Soviet Union has rung up a loss as great as its equipment pro- 
grams cost, Involved here is a ‘financial’ aspect of the confrontation which is 

not often emphasized and in which the Soviets have lost considerably during these 
last few years, 


This game is nonetheless dangerous because it lends to transform that absolute 
superiority sought by Moscow into a fleeting one, whence perhaps the temptation to 
make use of it once it is achieved. But does it currently exist? 


The Zenith of Supeciority Towards 1983-1985 


In 1973, the Pentagon traced a rising curve of Soviet strength compared to that of 
the West. This curve incorporated only known or forseeable parameters. Ic placed 
the zenith of Soviet superiority in the years 1983-1985 with a tendency towards 
acceleration, which would have brought it rather close today. But a lot of water 
has flowed under the bridge since ~hen, and the given quanticies of the problem 
have changed quicker than could have been expected, 


Paralleling its growth, the Soviet Armed Force has seen its mission diversified to 
such a point that the resoruces it currently has available leave it relatively 
little margin and have forced it to completely recenter its strategic principles 
and tactical components. 


At the strategic level, one thing is obvious: the Soviets have not succeeded in 
widening the gap against the West, The euphoria of the period of the superbomb, 
which make it possible for Nikita Kruschev to speak with a loud bark, has given 
way to a certain amount of deception connected with the difficulty of perfecting 
the absolute weapon: the guided radiation beam--whose development is a high prior- 
ity of Soviet research--is making no headway. Well then, the relative superiority 
they presently have available in missiles is absolutely insufficient in the frame- 
work of their military doctrine, and there is little chance that the situation 

will improve much. If only because of this simple reason: in nuclear matters, the 
gap capable of assuring ‘victory’ is, more than elsewhere, qualitative in nature. 
But, on this point, the gap is tar from being in evidence. 


This is why the SALT II agreements were signed: they do nothing more than ratify 
an existing situation and make it possible to put the question in its proper 
perspective: Europe, where supremacy can and must be achieved at any price for 
the Kremlin, The analysis of this categorical imperative has already been made 
and it will suffice to mention its broad outlines: the boundary lines drawn up in 
Europe at the end of the World War II are purely political lines, with no reality, 
neither economic nor cultural. On this score, they are especially fragile, and 
the ideological porousness they offer must absolutely be counteracted by an 
unfailing military presence, for internal as well as external use. When the geo- 
graphic disposition of Soviet units in Europe is analyzed, the matter is clear. 
Sixteen Soviet armored divisions in fact are deployed just behind the iron curtain, 
facing 9 Nato armored divisions. if a simple comparison of numbers is made, the 




















East's superiority is overwhelming. Especially if the 17 armored divisions of the 
‘satellites’ are added in, This calculation requires, however, to be ‘weighted’ 
against two facts, 


The first became apparent curing che Yom Kippur War in 1973: present technology 
confers a considerable advantage on the defense. During the initial attack on the 
Golan Heights front, 000 Syrian tanks only penetrated with great difficulty the 
Israeli defensive line composed essentially of some 50 tanks. ic is certain that 
this action was not carried o.t as well as it might have been, but there is not 
the slightest doubt either but that this attack represented the exact illustration 
of tactical principles in force in Soviet thinking. As for saying that Syrian 
soldiers made poor use of the weaponry furnished by Moscow, this as an opinion 
which the Israelis, who were implicated in the highest degree, do not share at all. 


The same phenomenon moreover occurred on the Egyptian front, where the success of 
the Canal crossing has somewhat eclipsed the Egyptian defeat...and the tank hecatomb 
--before the main Israeli positions, some 20 kilometers removed. 


The second fact, vaguer in its outline, concerns the offensive value of first line 
troops. For instance, what would the five Polish armored divisions be worth in 
case of conflict? Without attempting to answer this question, we can at least ask 
it. And there is no doubt but that we will not be the only ones to do so, 


Be this as .t may, the resources do not seem to be presently in place for a blitz- 
krieg. It remains that the Red Aray is in possession of these resources--22 
“second line" armored divisions are stationed in Russia and could intervene on a 
hypothetical western theater, Their movement towards their departure bases would 
however be a gigantic operation which would not escape the different western de- 
tection systems. 


It is improbable under these conditions—and in spite of the relatively weak degree 
of preparation of the NATO forces--to see a surprise attack on the German frontier 
carried out by conventional means. 


On the East's military chessboard, the western front, as well-stocked as it is in 
tanks and planes, only appears consequently to play the role of a fixation abscess. 
Which explains the effort undertaken to reinforce it, The introduction into the 
Soviet arsenal of medium range SS 20 missiles is sympotomatic of that definite 
situation to the extent that, maintaining their military potential at a very high 
level, they oblige NATO to center its efforts on a re-equilibration by the intro- 
duction of weapons systems not of the same intrinsic value, but of the same level. 
Indeed, in no case can the Pershing 2s or cruise missiles be compared with the SS 20s. 


Out flanking 


Two of the three eternally true notions of any military action are thus apparent: 
the ‘fixation’ on the European theater--with an unquestioned margin of secruity 
for the Red Army--on the ‘cover’ under the form of the SALT II agreement of which 
it can be said that it ‘freezes’ the risk of war at the highest level, There 
remain: ‘outflanking,' the third panel of this trilogy taught in every war college 
through .t the world. 
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If this schema is accepted, it must indeed be recognized that the means of this 
‘outflanking' are currently making rapid strides, 


First of all, what does outflanking an adversary mean? It means to act on a 
peripheral theater of operations where the adversary is not established or only 
weakly so, and which makes it possible to guarantee oneself positions of strength, 
This presupposes an ‘omni-directional' development of capacity which is the truly 
new element which has appeared during the last 10 years in Soviet forces, concern- 
ing which it can be said that it is not yet perfected in spite of spectacular pro- 
gress. 


It is true that in this matter, they had to start from scratch and certain errors 
of the years 1960-1970 will be hard to correct. 


The ‘omnidirectional’ operational capacity of an armed force depends intimately on 
two types of resources: a system of long distance heavy air transport, and cin 
effective aeronaval force. 


As for heavy air transport, the Soviet Union has always had a considerable advance 
on the West, more because of the geographic peculiarities of the country than be- 
cause of a formulated military doctrine. As early as 1918, TUPOLEV nad affirmed 
that the primordial way to develop the Russian vastness was the airplane. Since 
then, things have come a long way. Presently, transport aviation numbers some 
2,000 military aircraft, to which must be added.,.those of Aeroflot, by far the 
largest airline company in the world, directed moreover by an Aviation Marshal of 
the Soviet Air Force, a company whose planes are regularly used for vast ‘relief' 
movements of troops within the frontiers of the Warsaw Pact nations. 


Paralleling this development, ground equipment has evolved in the direction of 
"aerotransportability’ while, for the last 5 years, the USSR has been launched 
on a gigantic construction program of military transport or assault helicopters, 
which is not without recalling a similar effort undertaken by the United States 
during the Vietnam years. 


Heavy air transport is however only one of the elements of a peripheral interven- 
tion capacity, whether direct (ac in Afghanistan) or by proxy allied troops 

(Cuban, Libyans or South Yemeni, among others). The second element of this capacity 
is the navy, and especially its aeronaval component. 


The First Navy in the World in 10 years But.. 


Virtually inexistent in 1960, the Soviet Navy is today the first in the world in 
tonnage and the number of ships afloat. Its establishment alone constitutes a 
military effort without precedent in the history of the world. But the very speed 

of its growth has engendered growing pains both with respect to crews--there have 
been mutinies--and, especially, with respect to the equipment constructed. If 

there are indeed spectacular successes, such as che KARA class antiaircraft cruisers, 
certain realizations do not seem totally convincing, like the KUEK class aircraft 
carriers, based at the time of their conception on u technique practically abandoned 
today" the vertical take-off airplane. Such errors are unavoidable when you want 

to go fast. They cost dear later on, in time and money. The result is that today 
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the USSR does not have the polyvalent navy ict thought it would have on line during 
the 80s. Formidable on defense, ic will have to await the entry into service of 
giant conventional-conception aircraft carriers, of which the first nas been laid 
down at the Nikolaieyv shipyard, to be able to constitute an effective intervention 
force in every one of the oceans. But this will take a couple of years. 


From this quick survey of a worrisome reality, to call a spade a spade, can fixed 
conclusions be drawn with respect to the foreseeavle future? This is not easy, 

but certain facts are obvious. First, and this is a purely ‘budgetary' notion, 

the Soviet armament effort will be difficult to maintain at the level it has 
attained these past few years. The setting up of a new military component entails, 
in fact, an exponential progression of the budget necessary to maintain it service 
worthy. This rule is as true in a socialist as in a capitalist system. The future, 
however, is not rosy for Soviet finances, which the petroleum crisis is beginning 

to reach. Having been centered on the development of new weapons, Soviet industry 
has neglecced the petroleum sector. The arrears compiled in prospecting and drill- 
ing new wells will be able, to be wade up, but that will require several years which 
will perforce be years of relative austerity. 


The second idea is that this effort has not, today, fulfilled all the goals which 
were assigned it. Om the western front, especially, the advantage gained at great 
expense is not absolute, which obliges Moscow to make certain embarrassing diplomatic 
concessions which tend to undermine from within the European front. The French 
presidential election in March 1981 will not fail tc bear proof of this. 


A third element, considerable surpluses of obsolete weapons are going to be avail- 
able...and will not fail to show up somewhere in Africa (both north and south) and 
in Southeast Asia. This is not a new pehnomenon, but it will noc fail to increase, 
with all the forseeable consequences...as well as others. 


The Hard Experience of Antiguerrilla Warfare 


But the most significant element remains this beginning of redeployment of Soviet 
might towards secondary conflicts. The example of Afghanistan is symptomatic: for 
the rirst time since the end of the October Revolution, the Soviet army is under- 
going the difficult experience of antiguerrilla warfare. Difficult from the human 
point of view, and especially from that of equipment. Antiguerrilla warfare, which 
forces a complete rethinking of established notions and a modification of the 
entire material organization of troops, is in effect the gangerene of present-day 
armies. The military downgrading of the American Army has only Vietnam to thank: 
the total recycling it had to carry out for Vietnam today represents a handicap. 
The French army has not yet emerged--militarily speaking, that is—cirom its 
colonial struggles, in spite of some brilliant realizations. 


To be sure, the conflict in Afghanistan is 4c ‘om having the scope of that in 
Vietnam. Nonetheless, 100,000 Soviet troops are engaged there, which, by the entry 
into play of logistics--staggering in modern warfare--and replacements, will very 
quickly call into play about a fifth of the Soviet army... 


And not ing says that this ‘experience’ must remain the only one, in other words 
an isol.. -d case. That is where perhaps the major risk for Soviet military might 
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lies: on 4 planetary scale, ‘outflanking’ can only be--without risking a major 
conflict=-a series of fractionalised actions in which large battalions become 
watered down, And in which, still more serious, they lose their courage. 


in conclusion, if the Soviet Army has today succeeded in reaching the goal which 
was set for it, to become a world-scale power, this success marks perhaps the 
starting point of a dangerous evolution for it because of the excessive number of 
taske which are and which will continue to be assigned it, internally as well as 
externally. 
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POLITICAL INDOCTRINATION: IMPROVING DEFENSE CAPABILITY 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUCHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 19, Oct 80 signed to press 
186 Sep 50 pp 9-19 


Article by Doctor of Military Sciences, Lt Gen Art M. Naumenko: ‘The Main Source 
of Our Defense Might'’* 


(Text) The personnel of the Soviet Army and Navy has been inspired by the praise 
given to the Armed Forces by the Generali Secretary of the CPSU Central Committee 
and Chairman of the Presidium of the USSR Supreme Soviet, Comrade L. 1. Brezhnev, 
in his speech at the holidays in Alma-Ata. This high praise has inspired the men 
to exemplary fulfiliment of their patriotic and international duty. Totaily loyal 
to the Communist Party and the beloved motherland, they, like all the Soviet 
people, will endeavor to greet the forthcoming 26th CPSU Congress with new success- 
es in the socialist competition. 


in the previous party congresses there has always been a careful Marxist-Leninist 
analysis of the tasks of stren) thening national defense and raising the combat 
capability and readiness of the Armed Forces. Undoubtedly, these questions, along 
with other problems of further improving all spheres in the life of a developed 
socialist society, will be fully taken up by the 26th Party Congress. 


The CPSU is approaching its regular higher forum with full awareness that for 
successful communist construction, the Soviet people need a firm peace. The Lenin- 
ist foreign policy of the Soviet state under present-day conditions was worked out 
by the 24th and 25th CPSU congresses. This is a policy of a struggle for peace, 
detente and disarmament. It is based upon the might and solidarity of the sociai- 
ist commonwealth, the constant growth of the international communist, workers and 
national liberation movement, and the strengthening of the positions of the peace- 
loving developing countries, as well as other factors which show a fundamental 
change in the balance of forces on the world scene to the detriment of imperialism. 
This has doomed to inevitable failure its hegemonistic claims or any attempts of 
the enemies of peace and progress to hoid up the irreversible process of the revo- 
lutionary renewal of our planet. 





*The article is recommended for use in the off cer Marxist-Leninist training groups 
in studying the subject "The Activities of the CPSU in Strengthening the Defense 
Capabi ‘ty of the Nation and Further Raising the Combat Readiness of the Soviet 
Armed . es." 
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The loyalty of the USSR and the entire socialist commonwealth to this peace- 

loving course was affirmed with new strength at the May Conference of the Political 
Consultative Committee of the Warsaw Pact Organiiation as well as at the recent 
Crimean meetings of Comrade L. I. Brezhnev with the leaders of the fraternal par- 
ties and states, 


At the same time, the party has not forgotten that the aggressive exploiting nature 
of imperialism has not changed, and that any provocations, adventures and acts of 
aggression are possible by the imperialist states and their supporters. "...The 
intrigues of imperialism and the other enemies of peace," it was stated at the 

June (1980) Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee, "require constant vigilance and 
the greatest possible strengthening of the defense capability of our state in 
order to thwart the plans of imperialism to achieve military superiority and dic- 
tate to the world.” 


The CPSU is doing everything necessary to safeguard the motherland and to strength- 
en its defense capability. The USSR Armed Forces are a dependabie guard for the 
peaceful labor of the Soviet people and a bulwark of universal peace. Due to the 
constant concern of the party and our people, our Army and Navy possess everything 
that is required for an immediate and crushing rebuff of any aggressor. 


For all their inspiration, development and world historical victories, the USSR 
Armed Forces are obliged to the Communist Party as their wise organizer, leader 
and teacher. The leadership of the CPSU is the main source of the defense might 
and invincibility of the Soviet state and its armed forces. Party leadership has 
been and remains the unswerving basis and major principle in Soviet military organ- 
izational development. 


The activities of the CPSU in the area of leadership over the Armed Forces are di- 
verse and encompass a broad range of problems. Among these problems are the fol- 
lowing: the theoretical basis for the objective necessity for the armed defense 
of the socialist fatherland, the determining of ‘he tasks and areas of military 
organizational development, as weil as the practical implementation of measures to 
increase the combat might and readiness of the Army and Navy. 


The organizational develop~ent tasks of the Armed Forces, like the strengthening 
of the nation's defense capability as a whole, has always been and is being solved 
by the party in an organic unity with the common tasks of party and state construc- 
tion. Per se defense measures are carried out in an aggregate with the political, 
economic and social measures being conducted in the country. 


At each stage in the development of a socialist society, CPSU leadership over 
strengthening the defense capability of our state and the strengthening of the 
Armed Forces has borne the impression of those changes which have occurred in the 
USSR and on the international scene. Considering these changes the party works out 
ity military policy and the principles of military doctrine, and it defines and 
implements measures related to the harmonious development of all the services of 
the Armed Forces and branches of troops, to suppiying them with modern military 
equipment and weapous, and to improving the organizational structure of the Army 
and Navy. In the party's activities a major piace is held by the training of the 
military personnei, their instruction and indoctrination, the development of Soviet 
military science and military art, the forms and methods of party political work 














with the personnhei, and the further etrengthening of fraternal cooperation of the 
Soviet Armed Forces with the Warsaw Pact armies, 


The guiding and cirecting role of the CPSU in military organizational development 
has increased a5 Soviet su.viety and the Armed Forces have developed. This natural 
and objective process .. caused by a number of interrelated factors. 


Among these factors are: the unprecedentediy increased responsibility of the CPSU 
for a scientifically sound analysis, assessment and forecasting of the present-day 
international situation, the balance of Military-political forces of the two oppos- 
ing Social systems, for working out and implementing effective measures to organize 
the repelling of any aggression, no matter from where it may arise; the strengthen- 
ing of the dependence of military might and combat readiness of the army and navy 
upon the economic, scientific-technical and morai-political potentiais of the 
nation, the broadening o: the internationa: missions of the USSR Armed Forces in 
the joint defense with the fraternal armies of the revoluiionary victories of the 
peoples in the nations of the socialist commonweaith. 


Party leadership over the Armed Forces is exercised by the CPSU Central Committee, 
its Politburo and secretariat. The Leninist principle of unity of political and 
military leadership has been expressed in the fact that the USSR Defense Council 
is headed by the Secretary General of the CPSU Central Committee, the Chairman of 
the Presidium of the USSR Supreme Soviet, Mar SU L. I. Brezhnev. 


In being guided by Marxist-Leninist theory and by the dialectical materialist 
method, and relying on the enormous experience of its revolutionary-transforming 
activities generally and the experience of directing the armed struggie of the 
Soviet people during the years of the Civil and Great Patriotic Wars, in particu- 
lar, the party under new historical conditions has continued to develop Lenin's 
teachings on the defense of the socialist fatheriand. On the basis of a profound 
analysis of the contemporary international situation, the particular features and 
trends in the development of military affairs, and by the creative application of 
the time-tested provisions and conclusions of Soviet military science, the CPSU 
elaborates its military policy. 


In carrying out this policy, the CPSU proceeds from the objective laws of social 
development, the laws of war, and the real capabilities of the Soviet state and its 
Armed Forces. 


It is decisively against far-fetched schemes and voluntarism in military affairs. 
In considering the possibie nature of a future war, if the imperialists and their 
henchmen force it on us, the party sets the prospect for military organizational 
development and outlines the ways for the further development of the army and navy. 


The fundamental principles in the party's military policy are expressed in Soviet 
military doctrine, a system of guiding views on the essence and content of war, the 
nature and methods of conducting it, and on the preparation of the nation and the 
Armed Forces for it. The basic principles of our military doctrine have been 
Stated in the CPSU program, the decisions of the party congresses and the plenums 
of the CPSU Central Committee, in the USSR Constitution, and the party's instruc- 
tions on the questions of strengthening the defense capability of the country and 
milit. vy organizational development. 
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in developing and improving continuously, Soviet military doctrine maintains its 
class-proletarian nature unchanged, a8 well as its loyalty to Lenin's teachings on 
the defense of the socialist fatherland, its truly internationalist traits and de- 
fensive essence, "Our intentions have never included nor do they include a threat 
to any state or group of stales whatsoever," emphasized Comrade L. 1. Brezhnev. 

"Our strategic doctrine is of a@ strictiy defensive nature." And its nature natural - 
ly derives from the socialist, peace-loving nature of our state. Thus it was from 
the very first days of Soviet power, thus it remains today, and undoubtedly will 
remain in the future. 


The cornerstone of Soviet military doctrine is the question of the sociopolitical 
essence of modern warfare and its nature. In the event that the reactionary in- 
perialist forces succeed in starting a war against the countries of the socialist 
commonwealth, this war in its scale inevitably will become a world war, and in 
terms of its class content, a struggle between two opposing sociopolitical systems 
--Socialist and capitalist--and a struggle with the most decisive political and 
Strategic aims. 


For the socialist countries, it will be a continuation of their revolutionary policy 
of defending the freedom and independence of peoples and the cause of building 
socialism and communism, and it will be a just, international war of all the peopie. 
For the aggressors the war will be a continuation of their counterrevolutionary, 
predatory policy, an unjust, antipopular war. One of the most important traits of 

a possible world war is its coalition nature for both sides, and the involvement in 
millions-strong coalitional armed forces in an intercontinental, global clash. A 
majority of the states in the world can be involved in such a war simultaneously or 
successively. If the imperialists employ nuclear weapons in it, then we will have 
no other alternative but to undertake the appropriate retaliatory measures. 


Recentiy the U.S. government proclaimed a so-called "new nuclear strategy.” its 
main point, commended Comrade L. I. Brezhnev in his speech at Alma-Ata, comes down 
to making the very idea of nuclear war somehow more acceptable for public opinion. 
This same purpose is served by arguments about the supposed "limited" or "partial" 
use of nuclear weapons, and these have nothing in common with reality and merely 
confuse people. A policy that is extremely dangerous for the peoples of the entire 
world! It is no accident that this step by Washington which shed additional light 
on the true reasons for the decision imposed on the NATO countries to deploy the 
new American missiles with nuclear warheads in Western Europe caused concern and 
protests by the broud sociopolitical circles in the world. 


In Soviet military doctrine an important place is held by the scientifically based 
theses on the role of the economy and the moral factor in a war and their influence 
on military affairs. This has determined the basic directions for Soviet military 
organizational development over the immediate years and the longer run, the demands 
for a rational balance of the various services of the armed forces and branches of 
troops, and the effective methods for increasing the combat and mobilizational 
readiness of the army and navy. The tenets of military doctrine, in deriving from 
the objective laws of social development and the laws of war, are not dogmas or 
ossified postulates, but rather assume their creative application according to the 
concrete situation. 
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One of the most important manifestations of the guilding and directing role of the 
Communist Party in the question of strengthening national defense capability and 
the combat might of the Armed Forces i» the suppiying of the army and navy with 
modern types of weapons and military equipment, and the concern that their techni- 
cal equipping always wot the highest demands. 


Modern warfare is inconceivable without the most modern military equipment. V. I. 
Lenin saw one of the main indicators of the defense capability of a state in the 
constant improvement of weapons, as the main component in the material base for 
waging war. ‘The best army, the people most loyal to the revolution," he pointed 
out, "will inevitably be destroyed by the enemy, if they are not sufficiently armed 
and supplied with food and trained" ("Complete Collected Works," Vol 35, p 408). 
And the party has strictiy followed these instructions. 


It iS organizing the development primarily of those areas of scientific and techni- 
cal progress in the military area which are capable of most fully and thoroughly 
satisfying the defense needs of the nation for effective means for waging modern 
warfare. The party closely coordinates the interaction of industry and science in 
the interests of creating weapon types whach will not be obsolete for a long time, 
and is concerned that each type of weapons with the least expenditures of resources 
on its development, manufacturing and operation possess the finest combat qualities, 
that is, high firing properties, maneuverability, survivability, and so forth. 


At present our Armed Forces in technical terms have gone far beyond the level where 
they were during the period of the Great Patriotic War and the first postwar years. 
They are equipped with modern powerful weapons making it possible to effectively 
carry out any combat missions on land, at sea and in the air. Here, along with 
nuclear and missile technology, there has been significant development of the con- 
ventional types of weapons. The main line of the party's military technical policy 
is being successfully carried out of providing full automation of the processes in- 
volved in operating the military equipment and controlling the weapons and troops 
in combat and an operation. 


In directing the equipping of the army and navy, the Communist Party has given at- 
tention to the development of all the services of the Armed Forces and the branches 
of troops. it has strictly observed one of the most important principles in Soviet 
military art which asserts that for winning victory in a modern war, there must be 
coordinated actions of the armed forces. In this regard proper attention has been 
given to the development of the Strategic Missiles Troops, the Ground Troops, the 
Air Defense Troops, the Air Force and Navy. 


A great deal of money is required to carry out the tasks of maintaining the de- 
fense capability of the nation and the combat readiness of the Armed Forces on a 
level which dependably provides peaceful conditions for communist construction. 

But the Soviet people are forced to make these outlays for the sake of guaranteeing 
the security of the socialist fatherland. The Soviet people know that the Soviet 
military budget has only one aim, to dependably protect the victories of Great 
October and the peaceful labor of our people, our friends and allies. 


The strong economic base of a mature socialist society and the high development 
level «* the productive forces and scientific-technical progress in the USSR make 
it poss le to develop any types of military equipment and weapons so as not to 
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allow a lag of our Armed Forces in technical equipping behind the major imperialist 
armios, and above all the U.S, Army, At the same time, our party and the Soviet 
government have repeatedly stated that we do not wish to begin a competition in 
the military-technical area. 


Our country strictly observes its international obligations and in no way trans- 
gresses the real needs for ensuring the security of itself as well as the entire 
socialist commonwealth, For this reason the attempts of the enemies of the Soviet 
state, the enemies of the cause of peace and social progress to distort our strict- 
ly defensive measures and to spread the myth of a "Soviet military threat" are 
nothing more than malicious slander. Expansionistic aspirations are alien to 
Soviet military doctrine, and it conforms to the vital interests of the Soviet 
people, the peoples of the fraternal socialist countries and all peace-loving 
forces in the world. And futile are the attempts of bourgeois and Maoist propa- 
ganda to ascribe to the Soviet Armed Forces features which are not inherent to them 
or to defame their activities. "Our army," emphasized the member of the Politburo 
of the CPSU Central Committee, the USSR Minister of Defense, Mar SU D. F. Ustinov, 
"has never been used for achieving expansionistic goals. We have unleashed our 
weapons--and all our detractors are well aware of this--only against those who 
have encroached on Soviet land and who wish to put the fetters of capitalist slav- 
ery on the Soviet people." 


In giving great significance to the technical equipping of the Arwed Forces, the 
party has always felt and does feel that weapons and equipment in and of themselves 
do not determine the question. The combat capability and readiness of the troops 
depend not only upon the quantity and quality of the military equipment, but also 
upon how well it has been mastered and is correctly used. The military potential 
of a unit, formation or field force becomes real only when their personnel has 
mastered the weapons assigned to them. Weapons and the peopie in whose hands the 
weapons are are the two decisive components in the combat capability and readiness 
of the Armed Forces. 


The complexity of modern weapons and military equipment and the greater automation 
have altered the nature of military labor, and make it more and more intense re- 
quiring broad knowledge, energy, will, discipline, initiative, and a broad aware- 
ness on the part of the servicemen of their personal responsibility to defend the 
victories of socialism. This places particular demands upon the training of the 
men and upon their knowledge and ability. The training level of the personne] 
should conform as much as possible to the nature of modern warfare and to the con- 
ditions under which combat operations must be carried out. For this reason the 
training and indoctrination of aware, courageous and able defenders of the mother- 
land are a question of constant concern and effort by the CPSU. 


The training and indoctrination of our Armed Forces are carried out comprehensively, 
on the basis of Marxist-Leninist ideology, and this provides a close unity in the 
ideological-political, military and moral indoctrination of the servicemen. The 
profound changes occurring in cine stage of developed socialism in the sociopoliti- 
cal make-up of the Soviet nation have strengthened the unity of the Army and the 
people--this inexhaustible source of spiritual forces for the personnel. The in- 
separable characteristic traits of our serviceman--a patriot and an international- 
ist--are discipline, a high level of military training, moral strength, constant 
readiness for any hardships, and the ability to maintain an unswerving will for 
victory under the most difficult conditions of a war. 
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In the system of military training and service of exceptional importance is the in- 
doctrinational significance of standing tours of duty by the men, their participa- 

tion in troop and naval exercises, field firings, flights, and naval cruises which 

are a8 Close a8 possible to reai combat activities, 45 well as participation in the 
socialist competition . ich is an inseparable part of the training and indoctrina- 

tional process. 


In the training and indoctrination of the troops, extensive use is made of the rev- 
Olutionary, military and labor traditions of the party, the Soviet people and their 
Armed Forces, and the rich combat experience of the Great Patriotic War which today 
has largely maintained its lasting significance. In relying on these traditions 

and experience, the party has recommended that the tasks of military and operation- 
al training be carried out on a basis of a comprehensive approach, in an insepar- 

able unity with the moral-political and psychological conditioning of the personnel. 


The military cadres--the commanders, the political workers and officers of other 
specialtios--play the leading role in shaping the necessary moral and ‘ighting 
qualities needed for victory in modern combat among the men of the army and navy. 

A rise in their ideological, professionai and educational preparedness has always 
been and presently is at the center of attention of the CPSU. The party demands 
that the officer personnel be not merely military specialists, but also act as the 
executors of its policy in the Armed Forces, possess the traits of Leninist-type 
leaders, in organically combining party loyalty with profound competence, and dis- 
cipline with a creative approach to the job, to the indoctrination of subordinates. 


The cadre policy of the party in the army and navy envisages both a maximum use of 
the knowledge and experience of the older-generation officers, as weli as a con- 
Siderate attitude toward the young, promising personnel, and the promoting to high- 
er positions of those who have proven themselves in practical work. 


From the first years of the existence of the Soviet Armed Forces, the party has 
been continuously concerned for the all-round development of military science and 
military art. Soviet military science has developed in accord with the practical 
needs of strengthening national defense and raising the military might of the Armed 
Forces. It is marked by a great depth of penetration into the essence of the phe- 
nomena and processes of military affairs being examined, and by a breadth of scien- 
tific generalization and accuracy of foresight. These qualities of our military 
science make it possible to correctly determine the demands made upon the organiza- 
tional development of the Armed Forces. The main task of military science has been 
and remains the elaboration of questions to ensure the constant high combat readi- 
ness of the army and navy and their ability at any moment and under the most diffi- 
cult situation to repel aggression no matter from where it may arise or whatever 
means employed for this. 


The law of armed struggle requires a complete conformity of the military equipment 
and tactics, the weapons and methods of their combat use. For this reason, one of 
the urgent problems in Soviet military art is the seeking out of the ways to most 
effectively use the combat capabilities of modern weapons, and to continuously im- 
prove the tactical and operational training of the troops. 


In pro\ ding planned and purposeful leadership over the equipping and training of 
the tro os, the CPSU at the same time provides a rational organizational structure 
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of the Armed Forces. The party proceeds from the view that only with an optimum 
balance of well trained personnel and up-to-date equipment are prospects provided 
for fully employing the results of scientific and technical progress in military 
affairs. The unswerving observance of this balance creates a basis for developing 
maximally battle-worthy services of the Armed Forces and branches of troops, and 
at the same time makes it possible to substantially economize on human and 
material-technical resources. Under the condit.ons of a possible global military 
clash with imperialism, this is capable of playing an enormous role. 


The most important means of the influence of the CPSU on the development of the 
Armed Forces and on raising their combat capability and readiness is party politi- 
cal work and the strengthening of the role and influence of the political bodies 
and party organizations on all aspects of the life and combat activities of the 
troops. Party political work has always been and remains a powerful weapon of the 
party. The strength of this weapon has been tested out in the heat of the engage- 
ments of the Civil and Great Patriotic wars. And at present it awes our enemies. 


The CPSU strictly observes the Leninist principles of party political work which 
give it scientific soundness and high effectiveness. The essence of these prin- 
ciples is that party political work is conducted actively, purposefuliy and contin- 
uously, from class positions, in a spirit of communist ideological loyalty, and in 
closest connection to the life of the party, the nation and the Armed Forces and 
with the entire practice of communist construction. The results of this work are 
higher the more fundamentally the political bodies, party and Komsomol organiza- 
tions approach the solving of the questions raised by army and navy life, and the 
more perfect the methods of indoctrinational activities become. The indoctrina- 
tion of the personnel is a great art, very complicated and delicate, and each offi- 
cer should master it. 


Under the effect of the decisions of the 25th CPSU Congress, the plenums of the 
party Central Committee, the Decree of the CPSU Central Committee "On Further Im- 
proving Ideological and Political Indoctrination Work," and the speeches and works 
of Comrade L. I. Brezhnev, party political work with the Army and Navy perscnne! 
has become significantly richer, more effective, and is more closely linked to the 
tasks confronting the troops. The offensive nature of propaganda and agitation has 
increased, and the struggle against hostile ideology intensified. 


The holding in June of this year of a conference for the Army and Navy command and 
political leadership helped to carry out the demand of the CPSU Central Committee 
to further strengthen the indoctrinational role of the Soviet Armed Forces. Held 
under the sway of the preparations for the 26th Congress of the Leninist party, 

it armed the military personnel with a concrete work program aimed at developing 

a politically mature and ideologically tempered citizen-soldier, a patriotic-soldier, 
and an internationalist-soldier capable of courageously and boldly carrying out 

his duty as a defender of the fatherland under a most difficult situation. 


The Army and Navy communists, the fighting detachment of the CPSU, have always been 
and presently are the unifying force of the personnel. Due to the unflagging at- 
tention of the party Central Committee, the further ideological and organizational 
strengthening of the party organizations is continuing as well as the greater in- 
fluence of them on the life and activities of the troops. 
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At present, a crucial time, the reports and elections, hus arrived for the Army and 
Navy communists. There must be a thorough analysis of the activities of the party 
organizations in the area of carrying out the decisions of the 25th CPSU Congress 
in order °o focus the efforts of the commusists and all the personnel on properly 
greeting t.e next party forum, and on further raising the combat readiness of the 
units and si.‘ps, 


The actually achieved ievel of combat .eadiness in a subunit, unit or ship is the 
basic criterion for the effectiveness of party political work, the activities of 
the political bodies, and the activeness and militancy of the party and Komsomol 
organizations. High combat readiness is ultimately the apex of the military mas- 
tery of the troops, their ideological and political tempering, and moral- 
psychological preparation. This means an outstanding state of the military equip- 
ment, a high level of military discipline, and organization and teamwork in the 
subunits and units. There is no limit to improving combat readiness, and there 
can be no complacency on this question. 


Along with directing military organizational development, the party pays great 
attention to mass defense and military patriotic work, to Civil Defense, and helps 
in disseminating military knowledge through DOSAAF and other svucial organizations. 
It constantly instills in the workers, particularly in the youth, a readiness at 
any moment to come to the colors of the Army and Navy and ultimately carry out 
their constitutional duty to the motherland. 


The CPSU coordinates its concern for reliable security and defense capability of 
our country and the fraternal socialist countries with the communist and workers 
parties in the states of the socialist commonwealth. The defensive Warsaw Pact 
Organization for a quarter of a century now has been guarding the creative labor 
of the builders of socialism and communism. 





The fraternal countries which are members of this organization have gained great 
and diverse experience in military cooperation. Relying on this experience, the 
CPSU has constantly improved collective defenses and the mechanism of cooperation 
between the friendly armed forces. The coordinated military-technical policy, the 
conducting of joint measures in the area of combat and operational training, the 
coordinating of scientific research, mutual aid in training highly skilled military 
personnel, and the exchange of experience in party political work--these and many 
other measures cement military friendship, and raise the combat capability of the 
allied armies and their combat readiness. The Joint Exercise "Bratstvo po 
Oruzhiyu-80" [Fraternity in Arms-80, held in September on GDR territory was a new 
vivid demonstration of the effectiveness of collective defense of the Wersaw Pact 
countries, and the unity and solidarity of the internationalist soldiers. 


The entire history of the Soviet state and its Armed Forces is convincing proof of 
the decisive role of the Communist Party i. the organization and strengthening of 
national defense and in military organizational development. in the military area 
CPSU policy has brilliantiy withstood the testing of time. There has not been and 
is not a single area of military affairs which has not felt the directing and mo- 
bilizing role of the CPSU. 


The Sov.et military is infinitely grateful for the attention and concern of the 
party a» responds to this with wholehearted military service. 








Recommendations for a Seminar Exercise 


A seminar exercise on the subject "Marxism-Leninism--the basis of the revolutionary- 
transforming activities of the CPSU, the construction of socialism and its armed 
defense" is devoted to an important and urgent problem. It must help the students 
more profoundly understand the scientific nature of party policy, the length of 
Marxist-Leninist theory with the actual construction of a new society and the de- 
fense of the victories of socialisn. 


The exercise should discuss the following questions: 1. The activities of the CPSU 
--the embodiment of the organic unity of Marxist-Leninist theory with revolutionary 
practices. 2. The construction of a developed socialist society--a historical 
Stage in the creative realization of the ideas of Marxism-Leninism. 3. Marxism- 
Leninism--the basis of CPSU military policy, and of its guiding role in the organi- 
zational development of the Soviet Armed Forces. 


At the seminar it is recommended that an abstract be given on the subject "CPSU 
Leadership--The Decisive Source of Might for the Soviet Armed Forces."' The ab- 
struct should show the creative development of Lenin's ideas on the defense of the 
socialist fatherland in the CPSU Program, the decisions of the congresses and 
plenums of the party Central Committee, in the ''SSR Constitution, and in the works 
of Comrade L. I. Brezhnev and the other party leaders, and should bring out the 
greater role of the Communist Party in military organizational development at the 
present stage. 


In discussing the first question, it is important to emphasize that the CPSU is a 
party of scientific communism. Unswerving loyalty to Marxism-Leninism and its 
principles gives our party an opportunity to correctly solve the most complicated 
problems which have confronted the nation in each stage of the advance toward com- 
munism. Whether it is a question of eceiomic development or carrying out a social 
program, the shaping of a new man or the problems of international relations, the 
Communist Party is guided not by any competitive motives, but rather relies on the 
inexorable principles of revolutionary theory. "Marxism-Leninism," said Comrade 
L. I. Brezhnev at the 25th CPSU Congress, "is the sole reliable basis for working 
out correct strategy and tactics. It gives us an understanding of the historical 
prospects, and helps us to determine the direction of socioeconomic and political 
development for many years to come and to correctly understand international events" 
("Materialy XXV S"yezda KPSS" (Materials of the 25th CPSU Congress), p 72). 


The criterion for the truthfulness of theory is social practice. For this reason 
a creative approach to the development of Marxist-Leninist theory consists not in 
the construing of fanciful schemes or models of society, but rather in the prompt 
analysis of objective reality, the disclosure of new conditions and new oppor- 
tunities for the transforming activities of the party, and the finding of the most 
effective ways and means for achieving the historic goals of the working class. 


The 25th CPSU Congress has become a major step ahead in the creative development 
of Marxist-Leninist teachings and in working out the most important theoretical and 
practical problems of modern times. The party's economic strategy has gained a sci- 
entific basis in the report of Comrade L. I. Brezhnev and in the Congress decisions. 
The highest among its fundamental and long-range goals was and remains a continuous 
rise in the material and cultural standard of living of the people. The Congress 
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provided a clear definition of the means and ways which lead to this goal. They 
consist in the dynamic and proportional cevelopment of social production, a rise 

in its efficiency, the accelerating of scientific and technical progress, a rise 

in labor productivity, and the greatest possible improvement in the quality of work 
in all units of the national economy. 


The diverse activities of the party have been clearly apparent in the elaboration 
of agrarian policy. The decisions of the 25th Congress and the July (1978) Plenum 
of the CPSU Central Committee outlined the basic ways and specific measures for 
further strengthening agriculture. These ure of fundamental significance for turn- 
ing it into a highly developed economic sector. 


In the area of social development, the party has theoretically set and is carrying 
out an extensive program which provides for a rise in the prosperity of the masses 
of people, an improvement in the conditions of their labor and life, as well as 
Significant progress in public health, education and culture. All of this con- 
tributes to the development of the individual and to the improvement of the social- 
ist way of life. 


The theoretical thought and practical activities of the party are aimed at continu- 
ously improving the socialist state system, at the further development of socialist 
democracy, at the strengthening of law and order, and at activating the mass public 
organizations. The CPSU has concretized the concept of the political system of de- 
veloped socialism, and has drawn the important conclusions that our state has be- 
come one of all the people, and that in our country a new historical community of 
people has developed, the Soviet people. The basis of this community is the un- 
shakable alliance of the working class, the peasantry and the intelligentsia with 
the leading role of the working class, and the friendship of all nations and nation- 
alities of the country. 


With the present stage of communist construction, the CPSU gives particularly great 
attention to the questions of the shaping of the new man. Its conclusion on the 
necessity of strengthening the effectiveness of ideological indoctrination on the 
basis of a comprehensive approach, that is, providing a close unity of ideological- 
political, labor and moral indoctrination, is profoundly scientific and creative. 
The Decree of the CPSU Central Committee "On Further Improving Ideological, Politi- 
cal Indoctrination Work" points out that the party use the communist indoctrination 
of the worker as an important front in the struggle for communism. The course of 
economic, sociopolitical and cultural development in the country and the full reali- 
zation of the possibilities of developed socialism depend more and more upon the 
successes of ideological and political indoctrination work. 


The party also views foreign policy problems from the positions of creative 
Marxism-Leninism. On the basis of a profound analysis of the contemporary inter- 
national situation, it has proposed a constructive Peace Program, and has set 
bright prospects for the struggle to prevent an arms race. 


Of enormous foreign policy significance are the documents of the June (1980) Plenum 
of the CPSU Central Committee and the results of the meetings held in July-August 
of the present year in the Crimea between Comrade L. I. Brezhnev and the leaders of 
the freternal parties and states. They express the party's concern for the neces- 
sity of progress in detente, the breathing of new life into it, the ensuring of a 











real turn from an arms race to disarmament, and the achieving of a just political 
settlement to the existing conflict .ituation, 


The CPSU is confidently leading the Soviet people toward communism along a path 
which has been clearly outlined by Marxist-Leninist theory. The creative develop- 
ment of this theory and the skillful application of it in practice are the guaran- 
tee for the new victories and accomplishments, and the assurance of further growth 
in the might and flourishing of our great motherland. 


In taking up the second question, it must be pointed out that the founders of sci- 
entific communism convincingly showed that a new classless society, the path to 
which ig opened up by a victory of a proletarian revolution, in no way arises im- 
mediately in a complete form, but in its development undergoes two phases--social- 
ism and communism. In general terms they have sketched in their similar and dis- 
tinguishing features, in pointing out that it is possible to detail and concretize 
socialism and communism only considering the experience of building a new society 
which will rise one step upon another. But it would be difficult to predict just 
what these steps are and what would be their distinguishing features. The question 
of transitional stages to a communist society, wrote F. Engels, "is the most diffi- 
cult question of all which exist..." (K. Marx and F. Engels, "Works," Vol 38, p 108). 


The works of V. I. Lenin provide more definite initial views on the stages in the 
development of a socialist society. He taught that socialism will go through a 
number of stages, the highest of which will be developed, full socialism (see ''Com- 
plete Collected Works," Vol 36, p 139; Vol 40, pp 35, 104). 


In relying on Lenin's ideas, the CPSU and the fraternal parties by collective ef- 
fort have worked out a clear concept of a developed socialist society and this has 
been fully substantiated by practice. The seminar participants, in turning to con- 
crete historical facts, to the documents of the party congresses and conferences, 
the plenums of the CPSU Central Committee, and to the works of Comrade L. |. Brezh- 
nev, should clearly elucidate the stages in the formation of developed socialism. 


As is known, during the first decades of Soviet power, the workers of our country, 
under the leadership of the Communist Party, carried out socialist industrializa- 
tion, the collectivization of agriculture and the cultural revolution. During this 
period, exploiting classes disappeared, and the sociopolitical and ideological 

unity of society was established. All these historical victories meant that social- 
ism basically had been built in our country. However, it was still necessary to 
bring it up to the stage of developed socialism, and this required an entire his- 
torical period. 


The growth of Soviet economic potential, the graagual merging of classes and social 
groups, and the rise in the material and cultural standard of living of the people 
led to the formation of the basic features of mature socialism. In November 1967, 
Comrade L. i. Brezhnev in the report "Fifth Years of the Great Victories of Social- 
ism" pointed out that a developed socialist society had been built in our country. 
This thesis found further concretization in the materiais of the 24th and 25th 
party congresses. 


The basic traits of mature socialism were most clearly formuiated in the preamble 
of the new USSR Constitution where it states that developed socialism is 








in which powerful productive forces us well as advanced science and culture have 
been created, in which the prosperity of the people is constantly growing, and 

ever better conditions arise for the all-round development of the individual. This 
is a society of mature socialist social relationships in which, on the basis of the 
integration of ill classes and social strata, the legal and actual equality of all 
nations arc na-vionalities and their fraternal cooperation, a new historical commun- 
ity of people has developed, the Soviet people. This is a society of great organ- 
ization, ideological loyalty and consciousness of workers who are both patriots 

and internationalists. This is a society in which concern for ail for the good of 
each and the concern of each for the good of all is a law of life. This is a 
society of true democracy, the political system of which provides the effective 
control over all social matters, the ever more active participation of the workers 
in state life, and the combining of the real rights and freedoms of citizens with 
their obligations and responsibility to society. 


The constructing of developed socialism in the USSR is convincing proof of “he 
rightness of Marxism-Leninism and of the creative realization of its ideas by the 
Communist Party. 


The basic premise for discussing the third question should be the notion that 
Marxist-Leninist teachings on war and the army are the theoretical basis for the 
activities of the CPSU in defending socialism. kK. Marx and F. Engels, in working 
out the theory of proletarian revolution, provided a scientific explanation of the 
social nature, the origin of war and the army, they showed the class, political 
essence of wars, armed conflicts and violence in general, and brought out all those 
elements which comprise the combat might of armies and their role in a war. 


V. I. Lenin raised the teachings of war and the army to a new, higher stage, having 
enriched it with his inspired research on the wars in the age of imperialism, and 
by generalizing the experience of preparing for and carrying out a socialist revo- 
lution. Lenin's works provide a thecretical basis for the teachings on the neces- 
sity of defending the socialist fatherland, and they develop the views of K. Marx 
and F. Engels on the essence and nature of war. Lenin provided a complete and pro- 
found dialectical materialistic interpretation of the thesis of the relationship of 
war and political policy, on just and unjust wars, on the types of wars in the new 
historical age, on the laws of war, on the military might of a state, the driving 
forces of a war in defense of a socialist fatherland, and on the ways and prospects 
for the development of the new type of army, and other questions. 


The teachings about war and the army have been developed in the decisions and ma- 
terials of the party congresses, the plenums of the CPSU Central Committee, the 
Party Congress, the USSR Constitution, and the works of Comrade L. I. Brezhnev. In 
relying on these documents and works, the students should profoundly realize the 
necessity of defending the victories of socialism under present-day conditions, and 
should disclose the leading role of the party in the organizational development of 
the Soviet Armed Forces, and analyze the material and sociopolitical bases for 
strengthening the military might anc combat readiness of the troops and naval 
forces. 
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ROCKET TROOPS AN) ARTILLERY: REPORT MATERIAL 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZIHIENNYKH SIL in wissian No 19, Oct 80 signed to press 
18 Sep 80 pp 55-37 


\Unattributed article: "The Shield of the Motherland: Materials for Reports and 
Taiks on Missile Troops and Artillery Day". 


(Excerpts) During these days the Soviet people are working with inspiration over 
the solution to the problems raised by the June (1980) Plenum of the CPSU Central 
Committee, and are preparing to properly celebrate the 26th Party Congress. In 
fervently approving and unanimously supporting the party's domestic and foreign 
policy, they are fully determined to strengthen the economic and defense might of 
the socialist fatherland by shock labor. 


The current year, the year of active preparations for the next congress, is signifi- 
cant in outstanding events. Our people and all progressive mankind solemnly cele- 
brated the 110th birthday of V. I. Lenin. The Soviet people and all our overseas 
friends with great enthusiasm celebrated the 55th anniversary of the victory of the 
USSR in the Great Patriotic War. The world historical victory over Nazi Germany 
and militaristic Japan was won under the wise leadership of the Communist Party by 
the efforts of ali the peoples in our multinational socialist motherland and its 
valorous soldiers. Along with the other branches of troops and services of the 
USSR Armed Forces, the Soviet artillery made an enormous contribution to the de- 
feat of the enemy. With its fire it halted the advance of enemy troops on the de- 
fensive and cleared the path for the infantry and tanks on the offensive. 


In commemoration of the combat achievements of the artillery troops, starting in 
1944, each year on 19 November our country has celebrated Artillery Day. And from 
1964, in accord with an ukase of the Presidium of the USSR Supreme Soviet, this 
date has been celebrated as Missile Troop and Artillery Day. The change in the 
name of the holiday reflects fundamental qualitative shifts which have occurred in 
the army and navy, and the creation of a new service of the Soviet Armed Forces, 
the Strategic Missile Troops. 


According to the established tradition, on this day the Soviet people glorify the 
undying feats of the frontline artillery troops, they fete the current generation 
of missile and artillery troops, our remarkable scientists and designers, engineers 
and technicians, and workers in the defense industry who are developers of the 
Soviet powerful missile and artillery weapons. 
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During the years which have passed since the 25th Party Congress, our nation hus 
moved far ahead in national economic development, in further improving the pros- 
perity of the workers, and in strengthening defense capability. its internationai 
authority has risen, and its positions on ‘he world scene have grown stronger. As 
was pointed out by the June Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee, as a result pri- 
marily of the all-round and active work of the USSR and the other countries in the 
socialist commonweaith, in the 1970's, an improvement in the international situa- 
tion was attained. liowever, recentiy the aggressive imperialist forces, and above 
all the United States and its NATO allies, have endeavored to biock this positive 
process, they are endeavoring to disrupt the existing military equilibrium in their 
favor, they are intensifying the arms race, they are instigating provocations 
against the socialist and other independent states, they are curtailing economic 
and other ties, they are abandoning assumed obligations, and violating signed 
agreements and accords. The new nuclear strategy approved by the American presi- 
dent, and the further rapprochment of the aggressive circies of the United States 
and a number of European and Asian countries with the Chinese hegemonists repre- 
sent a dangerous threat for the cause of peace and 411i mankind. 


All of this requires constant vigilance and the greatest possibie strengthening 

in the defense capability of our state. “All the acquired experience and the ex- 
isting international situation,” said Comrade L. 1. Brezhnev in his speech in ac- 
cepting the Lenin Prize on 31 March 1950, “oblige us to keep our powder dry, to be 
steadfast and consistent in defending the cause of peace, and to remember our his- 
torical responsibility for the destiny of the motheriand and aii mankind." The 
missile and artiliery troops, like all the Soviet miiitary, are profoundly aware 
of their responsibility for reliably defending the socialist fatherland, and are 
sparing neither energy nor force to carry out the task posed by the 25th CPSU 
Congress for the Armed Forces, tc »e a guard over the peaceful iabor of the Soviet 
peopie and the bulwark of universe. peace. 


Portion describing history of Soviet artillery between 1918 and end of World 
War II is omitted from translation. . 


The defeat of German fascism and Japanese militarism was of worid historical sig- 
nificance, it had an enormous impact upon the destiny of 411 mankind, and opened up 
favorable opportunities for a rise in the forces of peace, democracy and Sociaiism. 
A world socialist system was formed, the generai crisis of capitalism was exacer- 
bated, and the colonial system of imperialism collapsed under the powerful pres- 
sure of the national liberation movement 


However, such a course of world events was not to the liking of the reactionar) 
circles in the imperialist states. In benefiting from the American monopoly of 
atomic weapons, they began to hatch perfidious pians for an aggressive war against 
the Soviet Union and other socialist countries. The United States has continuailiy 
increased the power of the strategic attack weapons, and has forged aggressive 
blocs, including the North Atiantic Alliance (NATO). 


Under this complicated situation, our party afc government, in continuing the con- 
stant struggle to maintain peace, were forced to take immeciate measures to 
Strengthen the defense capability of the nation. it was essential to rapidly cre- 


ate our own nuclear weapons and de.ivery systems. Relying on the increased capa- 
bilities of the socialist economy, the achievements of Soviet science anc 





technology, and the unstinting labor of the Soviet people, the CPSU and the Soviet 
government successfully carried out this task. 


The outstanding scientists and designers S. P. Korolev, V. P. Glushko, M. K, 
Yangel', N. A. Pilyugin, G. N. Babakin and many others made a major contribution 
to solving this importa. problem. In October 1947, the first ballistic missile 
was launched, and 10 years later, the worid's first intercontinental ballistic 
missile. 


In June 1946, on the basis of one of the guards mortar rocket launching, regiments, 
the first missile unit was organized. It made a substantial contribution to the 
development of various types of missiles and to working out the methods of their 
combat use. 


Comrade L. I. Brezhnev has played a major role in the development of missile tech- 
nology. As a member of the Presidium of the CPSU Central Committee and as Secre- 
tary of the CPSU Central Committee, he was directly concerned with the question of 
building the missile complexes and equipping the Armed Forces with modern weapons. 
lie was often at the missile ranges and in the missile units, and took an interest 
in the course of the development of missile technology and the organization of 
series production. 


The appearance of nuclear missile weapons required a new approach to determining the 
ratio of the services of the Armed Forces, and a fundamental reorganization in the 
organizational structure of the troops and naval forces. One of the most essential 
measures in this regard was the creation of the Strategic Missile Troops upon the 
decision of the CPSU Central Committee and Soviet government. Over the 2 decades 
of their existence, they have undergone great development and improvement, they 
have been turned into high-alert troops, and have become a dependable shield for 
our motherland and the countries of the socialist community. The Soviet strategic 
missiles possess virtually unlimited range, the capacity to carry thermonuclear 
charges of enormous power, and high target accuracy. Ali the processes of prepar- 
ing the missiles for launching, as well as the transmitting of commands and signals 
have been fully automated. The combat crews of the Strategic Missile Troops are 
continuously on combat duty. 


in recent years there has been a fundamental change also in the other services of 
the Soviet Armed Forces. The ground troops possess enormous fire and strike power 
as well as high maneuverability. Operational-tactical and tactical missiles com- 
prise the basis of their fire power. Conventional and rocket artillery has been 
further developed, and at present this is a powerful means for hitting the enemy on 
the battlefield. Modern artillery systems are marked by high mobility, maneuvera- 
bility, great range and accuracy of firing. Self-propellied artillery and antitank 
guided missiles are widespread. The combat capabilities of the missile and artii- 
lery systems of the National Air Defense Troops, the Air Force and the Navy have 
risen immeasurably. 


"Our army is not only strong in weapons," said the member of the Politburo of the 
CPSU Central Committee and USSR Minister of Defense, Mar SU D. F. Ustinov, in his 
speech in meeting voters on 135 February 1960. ‘The Soviet military is indoctrin- 
ated i» Marxist-Leninist teachings and these are an inexhaustible source of their 
ideolog cal maturity, communist conviction, and high moral-combat qualities. The 








Soviet people can be confident that their sons, their armed defenders are whoie- 
heartedly loyal to the heroic traditions of their grandfathers and fathers, and 
they carry high and in the future will worthily carry the glory-wreathed combat 
colors. They are always ready for a feat for the sake of our socialist father- 
land!" 


The profound changes which have occurred in the sociopolitical development of our 
society, in the education and culture of people, have had a beneficial effect on 
the political awareness and the general educational preparation of the servicemen. 
At present, virtually all of the missile troops have a secondary and higher educa- 
tion, and are communists and Komsomol members. The units and subunits are headed 
by well-trained officer personnel. They are marked by high communist ideological 
loyalty, profound faithfulness to the Leninist party, and an awareness of their 
personal responsibility for the assigned job. More than 70 percent of the missile 
officers have a higher education and virtually all have a class rating. 


The missile and artillery troops are worthy successors of the combat glory of the 
elder generations. By their daily military labor they affirm their loyaity to 
Lenin's legacy of studying military affairs properly. They constantly improve 
their military skills, they unswervingly raise their vigilance and combat readi- 
ness, and steadfastly master the battle-forged science of winning. 


The present training year is the year of the 110th birthday of V. 1. Lenin, the 
35th anniversary of victory in the Great Patriotic War, and of active preparations 
for the 26th CPSU Congress. It has become a year of shock work, of work “% the 
Leninist manner. Many troop collectives, including those of the missile and ar- 
tillery troops, have been awarded the honorary Lenin certificates for successes in 
military service and in carrying out socialist obligations. The exercises, the 
missile training launches and artillery firing have been a true school for military 
mastery and a major examination of combat maturity. A majority of them was graded 
as excellent." In the troops movements have developed widely under the following 
rottos: "Not a single laggard nearby," "Excellent quality for equipment regula- 
tions," "Experts for each combat crew," "Komsomol concern for the training facili- 
ties," and others. 


The men in the unit under the command of Lt Col M. Kolosov are firmly keeping their 
word and are preparing to properly celebrate the 26th CPSU Congress. They are the 
initiators of a socialist competition in the Strategic Missile Troops. In strug- 
gling to further raise combat readiness and for high quality mastery of the mili- 
tury equipment and weapons, the personnel in the unit has successfully carried out 
the tasks confronting it, as well as the training plans and their own obligations. 
All its men have mastered related specialities, and this has made it possible to 
attain complete interchangeability in the crews. Some 100 percent of the missile 
troops are class specialists, including 75 percent of them who are masters of miili- 
tary affairs and specialists first and second class. Almost one out of every two 
officers is a master of military affairs. in the unit, 60 percent of the subunits 
and 70 percent of the crews are outstanding ones. The number of outstanding men in 
military and political training has risen significantly. 


The missile and artillery units and subunits under the command of officers A. 
D'yachenko, V. Sinitsyn, A. Yefimenko, V. Sokolov, V. Belin, V. Yashin and others 
have also won high indicators in the precongress competition. 














The party and Komsomol organizations of the missile and artillery units are carry- 
ing out active and purposeful work in preparing for the 26th CPSU Congress. Having 
perceived the decisions of the June (1980) Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee and 
the instructions of Comrade L. I. Brezhnev contained in his report at the plenum 
as a guide to action, the communists, in the course of the reports and elections 
of the party bodies, have carefully analysed their activities, they have set spe- 
cific measures for further improving the field skills of the personnel, for rais- 
ing vigilance and combat readiness, for strengthening organization and discipline, 
and the unconditional fulfillment of obligations. 





New patriotic initiatives are arising in the youth collectives. Thus, in the 
Strategic Missile Troops, upon the initiative of the unit Komsomol organization, 
where Sr Lt N. Aleksandrov is the secretary of the Komsomol committee, a competi- 
tion has started up among the Komsomol members and youth under the motto "Our Mili- 
tary Service for the Motherland and Party, a Proper Greeting for the 26th CPSU 
Congress!" A struggle is underway to sign the report of the Komsomol] Central Com- 
mittee to the Party Congress. The enthusiasm and initiative of the young soldiers 
are aimed at achieving higher results in combat training, raising military skills, 
and studying Lenin's ideological heritage, party history, the decisions of the 
party congresses and the plenums of the CPSU Central Committee, and the works and 
speeches of Comrade L. I. Brezhnev and the other Communist Party leaders. 


As everywhere in the Soviet Armed Forces, in the missile and artillery units, ideo- 
logical indoctrination is being constantly improved. In carrying out the decisions 
of the 25th Party Congress and the demands of the Decree of the CPSU Central Com- 
mittee "On Further Improving Ideological and Political Indoctrination Work," the 
commanders, political bodies and party organizations are struggling constantly to 
improve the effectiveness of all forms of political training, communist indoctrina- 
tion, to further strengthen the indoctrinational role of military service, and 
realize the recommendations of the conference of the command and political leader- 
ship of the army and navy on these questions. 


In indoctrinational work basic attention has been given to increasing the political 
maturity of people, and to forming an ideologically convinced soldier who is a 
citizen, patriot and internationalist, who is totally loyal to the party's cause 
and to communist ideals, and who is profoundly aware of his personal responsibility 
for defending the motherland and the victories of socialism. The commanders and 
the political workers have become more concerned with individual indoctrination, 
and make an effort to create a situation of comradeship and mutual exactingness in 
the troop collectives. A significant step ahead has been taken in turning each 
party organization and party group into true centers of daily ideological indoctrin- 
ation uctivities. 


The indoctrinational role of military training and all military life is increasing. 
The commanders, the staffs and the political bodies are endeavoring to organize 
the training and indoctrinational process in such a manner that it enriches the 
men with knowledge, develops their courage, valor, tenacity in achieving an ain, 
and capacity to overcome difficulties, and instill other moral-political and mili- 
tary qualities. 


Service in the missile and artillery units is a school for modern technical know- 
ledge seeded not only to perform military obligations, but also for work on 
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enterprises, kolkhozes and sovkhozes. Many soldiers upon discharge into the re- 
serves go to shock construction projects in the nation, where they work conscien- 
tiously, The ties of the units and subunits with labor collectives are broadening 
and growing stronger. The personnel is involved in the sociopolitical and cultural 
life of the nation, The missile and artillery troops elected to local party and 
soviet bodies are working actively in them. 


The wholehearted military service, the remarkable patriotic deeds, and the high 
political activeness of the missile and artillery troops are convincing proof of 
their unstinting loyalty to the Communist Party and Soviet government, and of their 
unswerving loyalty to revolutionary and military traditions and to constitutional 
duty. In preparing to properly celebrate the 26th CPSU Congress, they, like all 
the men of our valorous Armed Forces, are vigilantly watching the intrigues of the 
enemies of peace, and are ready at any moment to come to the defense of the state 
interests of their motherland, and along with the fraternal armies, to defend all 
the countries of the socialist commonwealth. 


COPYRIGHT: ''Kommunist Vooruzhennykh Sii", 1980 
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LEGAL INDOCTRINATION: MILITARY SERVICE LAWS 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 15, uct 80 signed to press 
18 Sep 80 pp 38-45 


(Article by Candidate of Legal Sciences and RSFSR Honored Jurist, Col Just A. 
Medvedev: "Legal Regulation of Military Service. The USSR Law Governing Universal 
Military Service’) 


(Text) Military service in the Soviet socialist state is universally respected and 
loved. With a feeling of high personal responsibility, the men of the Army and 
Navy are serving, considering military service a matter of honor, glory, valor and 
heroism. Such an attitude of the Soviet people toward the carrying out of their 
duty is caused by the noble aims of the armed defense of the world's first social- 
ist fatherland, 


The significance of military service has increased particularly under the present- 
day difficult international situation, a profound analysis of which was given in 
the report of the General Secretary of the CPSU Central Committee, Comrade L. 1. 
Brezhnev, at the June (1980) Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee and in the 
plenum's decree on the international situation and the foreign policy of the USSR. 
Under conditions when the aggressive circles of imperialism and the Beijing hegemon- 
ists are drawing closer together on an anti-Soviet basis hostile to the cause of 
peace, when the adventuristic actions of the United States and its supporters have 
increased the military danger, the plenum of the party Central Committee outlined 
specific, constructive measures aimed at preserving and strengthening peace. At 
the same time, it pointed out that the intrigues of imperialism and the other ene- 
mies of peace require constant vigilance and the greatest possible strengthening of 
our state's defense capability in order to thwart the plans of imperialism of 
achieving military superiority and dictating to the world. 


The legal regulation of military service is aimed at strengthening and reinforcing 
the social essence of Soviet military service and its role in ensuring the cefense 
of the USSR and the defense might of its Armed Forces in precise legal formuiations 
in accord with the will of the Soviet people, Lenin's ideas on the defense of the 
socialist victories and CPSU policy. This is done on the highest legal level, the 
constitutional level. The appropriate most important and closely interrelated 





*The article is recommended for use in studying the subject of the same name in the 
commancer training system. 
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provisions in the current USSR Constitution have been formulated in Chapter 5 and 
Articles 62 and 63, Let us recall these provisions: The defense of the socialist 
fatherland is among the most important functions of the state and is a concern of 
all the people, a sacred duty of each Soviet citizen; for the purposes of protect- 
ing the socialist victories, the peaceful labor of the Soviet people, the sover- 
@ignty and integrity of the state, the USSR Armed Forces have been created, and 
universal military service established; military service in the ranks of the USSR 
Armed Forces is an honorable obligation for Soviet citizens. 





Only with a high organization of military service and strictest observance of the 
procedure for it by all servicemen and reservists, particularly with the modern 
means and methods of armed combat, can the Soviet Armed Forces successfully carry 
out their duty to the people. As is stated in the USSR Constitution, this is to 
dependably defend the socialist fatherland, and to be in constant combat readiness 
guaranteeing the immediate rebuff of any aggressor. 


The legal regulation of military service is aimed at ensuring constant high combat 
readiness of the troops and naval forces. This readiness is a focus of the enor- 
mous efforts and material expenditures of the people on outfitting the army, the 
awareness, combat skills and discipline of all the servicemen, and the art of the 
command personnel in commanding the troops, and much else. The legal regulation 
of military service is an indispensable condition for the successful preparation 
of conscientious, highly organized and disciplined defenders of the motherland who 
have a perfect knowledge of military affairs and are capable of maintaining the 
combat readiness of the subunits, units and ships on the required level. It is 
aiso a condition for creating the necessary number of intelligent and militarily 
well-trained human reserves. 


On the basis of the USSR Constitution the procedure and conditions of military 
service, the rights and obligations of the servicemen, as well as many other as- 
pects of it are determined. This careful legal regulation provides a highly organ- 
ized nature, flexibility, clarity and strict certainty to military service reia- 
tionships, and offers favorable conditions and opportunities for the conscientious 
fulfillment of each serviceman's duties, for ideological and military solidarity 
of the troop collectives, and ultimately for the successful carrying out of the 
posed tasks by the USSR Armed Forces. 


The basic law regulating military service is the USSR Law Governing Universal 
Military Service approved by the USSR Supreme Soviet on 12 August 1967, and put 
into effect on 1 January 1968. The provisions of the law have been developed and 
concretized in the corresponding decrees of the USSR Council of Ministers, the reg- 
ulations governing the service procedures for various servicemen categories, in 

the military oath, the military regulations, the instructions of the USSR minister 
of defense, and other acts of military legislation. 


Universal military service stems from constitutional provisions on the defense of 
the socialist fatherland as a concern of all the people. it is judged universal in 
the sense that it is extended to all Soviet citizens, regardless of origin, social 
and property status, racial and national affiliation, education, language, reli- 
gious affiliation, sex and nature of employment, place of residence, and other 
circumstances. 








Universal military service 18 realized in various forms which include the prepara- 
tion of youth for service in the USSR Armed Forces (basic military training and 
the training of specialists for the Armec Forces); military service in the ranks 
of the Armed Forces consisting of active military service and service in the re- 
serves of the Armed Forces; service and work as military construction workers as a 
sepurate form of carrying out universal military service. 


Military service is the responsibility mainly of male USSR citizers. Buc female 
citizens of the USSR who, as stipulated in the USSR Constitution, huve equal rights 
with men, are not deprived of the right and opportunity to be servicemen. Article 
16 of the Law Governing Universal Military Service establishes that women from 19 
to 40 years of age who have medical or other special tra.ning can be reg stered for 
military service in peacetime, involved in training courses, as well as accepted on 
a volunteer basis for active military service, anc 1), wartime can be inducted into 
the Armed Forces for auxiliary or special service. 


in examining the question of universal military service, .¢ is essential to bear in 
mind that prior to the victory of socialism in our country, it was settled differ- 
ently. In the first Basic Law of the Soviet State, the 1918 RSFSR Constitution, it 
was provided: "The honorable right to defend the revolution with weapons in hand 
is granted only to workers and the discharging of cther military obligations is 
assigned to nonworking elements." 


With the victory of socialism which led to fundamental social changes, the restric- 
tions of a class nature were eliminated and universal military service established 
for all Soviet citizens. This was legislated in the 1936 USSR Constitution and the 
1939 Law Governing Universal Military Service promulgated on its basis. The vic- 
tory of the Soviet people in the Great Patriotic War convincingly affirmed the high 
effectiveness of universal military service, and the unshakable unity and soiidar- 
ity of the army and the people in the cause of defending the socialist fatherland. 


in a society of developed socialism, universal military service has a clearly and 
consistently expressed nature of being of all the people. This achievement shows 
the further moral and political consolidation of Soviet society, the strengthening 
of the unity of the army and people, and the might of the Soviet Armed Forces is 
based primarily on this unshakable social foundation. "The solidarity and unity of 
society," commented Comrade L. I. Brezhnev, "are an unique achievement of socialism, 
our inestimable, vast strength.... And let our enemies understand the lessons of 
history. Let them know that the unity of the Soviet people is apparent with partic- 
ular force precisely when an effort is made to deal with us in the language of 
threats." 


Military service is (he most active form of realizing universal military service. 
This is a special type of state service not only in terms of its social purpose, as 
we have mentioned above, but also in terms of a number of other features and traits. 
USSR citizens serve not under the procedures of a labor contract or an agreement 
between them and the state, but rather in a compulsory procedure on the basis of 
firm, state-established legal provisions concerning the defense of the fatherland 
and the obligation of service in the ranks of the Armed Forces which, as was stip- 
ulated in the Law Governing Universal Military Service consist of the Soviet Army, 
Navy, the Border and Interior Troops. The carrying out of a universal military 
obligation and military service are the personal duty of Soviet citizens. A clear 





expression of this is that each serviceman takes the military oath, promises to 
study military affairs conscientiously, and to always be ready for the armed de- 
fense of the socialist motherland, Soviet citizens cannot transfer the carrying 
out of their military cbligation to anyone else or, as is often done by the repre- 
sentatives of the well-off classes in bourgeois states, buy their way out of mili- 
tary service, and pay a certain amount of money instead of serving in the army. 


The distinguishing features of military service are: the dividing of all persons 
in service, that is, servicemen and reservists, into definite categories (into 
soldiers, sailors, sergeants, regular and reenlisted personnel, warrant officers, 
and officer personnel), and the assigning of a corresponding personal rank to each 
serviceman or reservist. The careful legal regulation of these questions is aimed 
at providing clarity, strictness and certainty in military service relationships, 
and to divide all servicemen not only by position, but also by rank into superiors 
and subordinates, seniors and juniors, without which strict subordination is incon- 
ceivable, 


In accord with the dividing of servicemen and reservists into definite categories, 
the procedure is set for their military service. The basic provisions on this 
question are provided for in the Law Governing Universal Military Service, and they 
have been developed and concretized in a number of legal inactments. 


High, conscientious discipline is the cornerstone or backbone of military service. 
The unswerving fulfillment of its requirements by all servicemen is an indispen- 
sable condition for maintaining proper combat readiness. Precisely in the Armed 
Forces there is the unswerving principle of the unchallenged obedience of 
commanders and chiefs. From it derives the well-known provision of the regulations: 
"An order by a commander (chief) is the law for subordinates. An order should be 
carried out without question, precisely and on time."' One-man leadership is the 
most important principle in the organizational development of the USSR Armed Forces, 
in the organization of military service and its leadership. 


Military service, as a special service designed for armed combat, involves signifi- 
cant difficulties and hardships. It places on each serviceman the obligation of 
strictly observing the requirements of military discipline, steadfastly enduring 
ail hardships and deprivations, defending the motherland courageously, boldly, with 
dignity and honor, and sparing neither one's blood nor very life in carrying out 
military duty, for achieving a complete victory over the enemy. Obviously the 
duties of military service can be carried out only by persons of a certain age. 
This explains the strictly set dates for service and for the reserves. 


Thus, basic training for young men is carried out everywhere on the job or at 
school prior to induction into active military service. The Law Governing Univer- 
sal Military Service precisely sets the dates of active military service: 2 years 
for soldiers and sergeants in the Soviet Army, the shore units and aviation of the 
Navy, and the Border and Interior Troops, 1 year and 6 months for those of them who 
have a higher education; 35 years for sailors and petty officers of ships, vessels 
and the combat support shore units of the Navy and the naval units of the Border 
Troops, and 2 years for those of them who have a higher education. The significant 
increase in the general educational and technical level of the Soviet youth, their 
high moral and physical training, and the basic military training for young men of 
preinduction and induction ages make it possible for the persons inducted into 














active regular military service to master a military specialty, the weapons and 
military equipment within the Cesignated comparatively short times, and become dis- 
ciplined armed defenders of the motheriand who know the service rules. 


Servicemen and reservists can volunteer for active military service as warrant 
officers .|"praporshchix'' and "michman", for a period of at least 5 years. This 
period can be extended each time for at least 3 years. 


Warrant officers can be in active military service until reaching the age of 45. 
When necessary, upon reaching this age, individuals can remain, with their agree- 
ment, in active military service for another period of up to 5 years within the 
procedures stipulated by the USSR Minister of Defense. 


Servicemen and reservists from among those who have served regular service are ac- 
cepted for active reenlistment by volunteering for a period of 2, 4 or 6 years. 
Upon completion of this period, reenlisted service can a.so be extended on a volun- 
tary basis each time for any of the designated periods. Reenlisted servicemen can 
remain on active military service until they reach the age of 50. 


The periods for active military service of the individuals in the junior, senior 
and higher officer personnel are set by law considering the military rank and age 
of the servicemen. ‘hose who have reached the maximum ages are subject to dis- 
charge. Individuais, when necessary, can remain in service for a period up to 

S years, and at the end of it, in an instance of special necessity, for another 
period of up to 5 years, in the procedures outlined by the USSR Council of Min- 
isters. 


The maximum periods for remaining in the reserves of the Armed Forces are differ- 
entiated depending upon the military ranks and the ages of the servicemen, the 
categories and classes of the reserve. Under all conditions, soldiers, sailors, 
sergeants and petty officers are to remain in the reserves up to the age of 50 for 
men, and 40 for women, while warrant officers and reenlisted servicemen up to the 
age of 50. Officer personnel, depending upon the military rank, are to remain in 
the reserves up to 50, 55, 60 and 65 years of age (for example, junior lieutenants, 
lieutenants and their equals up to the age of 50, senior lieutenants, captains, 
majors and their equals up to the age of 55). 


A characteristic trait of Soviet military service which distinguishes it from 
service in bourgeois armies is that all servicemen, regardless of rank and service 
position, are Soviet citizens with full and equal rights. They possess all the 
socioeconomic, political and personal rights and freedoms proclaimed and guaranteed 
in the USSR Constitution and the Soviet laws. All the basic constitutional duties 
of Soviet citizens ure also applied to them. This makes it possible for them to 
tuke an active part in all spheres of political, social and cultural life of the 
nation, and to show a feeling of high responsibility for civil duty and to carrying 
out their service duties. 


The legal status of a Soviet servicemen, in addition to the rights and obligations 
of a Soviet citizen, also includes the rights and obligations regulated by the Law 
Governing Universal Military Service, and by the military regulations and other 
military legislative acts. At the same time, definite particular features in the 
responsibility of the servicemen and reservists called up for training courses stem 


46 

















from the conditions of military service. Thus, for an infraction of military 
discipline and public order, they bear responsibility under the rules of the Dis- 
ciplinary Regulations of the USSR Armed Forces, and for committing crimes against 
the established procedures of military service, under the Law Governing Criminal 
Liability for Military Crimes. There are also particular features in the material 
liability of servicemen as set out by the Special Regulation approved by the Ukase 
of the Presidium of the USSR Supreme Soviet of 25 May 1966. In individual in- 
stances, they can be held liable under disciplinary, material and criminal pro- 
cedures. Servicemen have the right to make proposals, and to submit recuests and 
complaints of illegal actions in the procedures set by the laws and the Disciplin- 
ary Regulations. 





Of great significance for the legal regulation of military service are the provi- 
sions of the Law Governing Universal Military Service concerning the manning of the 
USSR Armed Forces, military registration, and induction under mobilization and de- 
mobilization. 


The task of manning is to provide the required number of servicemen and militarily 
trained reserve contingents. In peacetime, the Armed Forces are manned as follows: 
by soldiers and sailors by the induction of citizens for active military service 
twice a year; for officer personnel by volunteering and by the calling up of re- 
serve officers under the age of 30 for active military service for a period of 2-3 
years; for warrant officers, reenlisted personnel and female servicemen, by volun- 
teering. In wartime, manning is carried out by the induction of persons subject 
to military law under mobilization and subsequent call-ups. 


The positions of sergeants and petty officers in regular service are held by offi- 
cer candidates who have completed a training course in training units under defin- 
ite programs, as well as by soldiers and sailors who are holding the positions of 
sergeants and petty officers and to whom the appropriate ranks are given after pass- 
ing exams under the established program. 


Soldiers, sailors, sergeants and petty officers who have undergone active regular 
service are accepted for reenlisted service. 


The warrant officer personnel is provided by servicemen and reservists who do not 
have officer rank, not over the age of 35, who have completed warrant officer 
courses and schoois and who have received the appropriate military ranks, as well 
as by soldiers, sailors, sergeants and petty officers who have a higher or special- 
ized secondary education which is similar to the area of the military specialty, 
who have served at least 1 year on active regular military service and who have 
received the rank of warrant officer. 


The sergeants and petty officers in regular service, the servicemen in reenlisted 
service, and particularly the warrant officers are entrusted with responsible mis- 
Sions in maintaining proper order in the subunits, and in training and indoctrinat- 
ing the soldiers and sailors. Obviously, for this reason they should possess high 
special and moral-political qualities, and should serve as an example for the sol- 
diers and sailors in carrying out their official duties and the requirements of the 
laws and military regulations. 
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The ensuring of constant readiness of the USSR Armed Forces to repel any aggressor 
to a decisive degree depends upon the command, political and technical officer 
personnel, upon the level of their professional and political preparation, upon 
Organizational capabilities, and upon the ability to indoctrinate subordinates and 
teach combat skills. The law establishes high demands upon the persons from whom 
the officer personnel i» recruited. At the same time favorable opportunities are 
provided for the Soviet youth, the servicemen in regular and reenlisted service and 
for the warrant officers to acquire an officer profession. A bsoud notwork of mili- 
tary schools which admit USSR citizens starting at the age of 17 makes it possible 
to constantly replenish the Armed Forces with young, skilled officer personnel. 


The officer personnel of the Army and Navy is aiso recruited from warrant officers 
who have completed higher or specialized secondary civilian schools and who have 
received officer ranks; officer personnel also come. from reserve officers called 
up for active military service in the procedure established by Article 61 of che 
Law Governing Universal Military Service: a) by volunteering, by a decision of the 
USSR Minister of Defense; b) under call-up for 2-3 years for persons under the age 
of 30, in a quantity and for the military registration specialties set by the USSR 
Council of Ministers. 


In the manning system of the Armed Forces, a special place is held by the cal)-up 
of citizens for active military service. The Law Governing Universal Military 
Service sets the annual calendar dates of the call-up, the procedure for the report- 
ing of the young men to the call-up areas, the formation and staffing of the induc- 
tion commissions, and the nature of the decisions taken by them, that is, for induc- 
tion into active military service, deferments because of state of health, family 
status, and so forth. All of this makes it possible to carry out the call-ups on a 
high organizational level. 


In addition to the military commissariats, a major role in these questions is played 
by the local soviet, party, Komsomol and other bodies. As is stipulated by the law, 
the leaders of enterprises, institutions, organizations, kolkhozes and institutions 
of learning release the inductees from work (studies) for the period required for 
induction, they summon them back from official trips and provide for prompt report- 
ing at the induction center. The rayon (city) induction commissions without fail 
include as members: the deputy chairman or member of the executive committee of 
the local soviet, representatives from the sayon (city) CPSU committee and Komsomol 
committee, the chief or deputy chief of the police section (division) of the rayon 
(city) soviet and a physician. The membership of the -nduction commission is ap- 
proved by the executive committee of the rayon (city) soviet. The local authori- 
ties and social organizations are even more widely represented in the induction 
commissions formed in the Union and autonomous republics, the krays and oblasts for 
directing the rayon (city) induction commissions and supervising their activities. 
The personnel of the induction commissions in the Union and autonomous republics is 
approved by the republic councils of ministers, and that of the kray, oblast and 
district commissions by the executive committees of the appropriate soviets. 


In this regard, we should remember that the USSR Law "On Basic Powers of the Kray 
and Oblast Soviets, the Soviets of the Autonomous Oblasts and Autonomous Okrugs"' 
approved by the USSR Supreme Soviet in June 1980 has set the powers of the soviets 
in the area of defense work (Article 21). There, in particular, it is pointed out 
that the kray and oblast soviet provides for carrying out the Law Governing 
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Universal Military Service, it implements Measures related to training reserves 
for the USSR Armed forces, it organites work in the area of mi litary-patriotic 
indoctrination of the population, and so forth, Ail of this is a vivid expression 
of socialist democracy, true rule by the people, and in the designated area of 
state life again emphasizes the constitutional provisions that the defense of the 
socialist fatheriand is among the most important functions of the state and is a 
concern of ail the people, and that the state bodies, the public organizations, 
officials and citizens are imparted with obligations set by USSR legislation in 
the area of ensuring the security of the country and strengthening its defense 
capability. 


Military service in the reserves plays an enormous role in maintaining on the 
proper levei the military training of persons who have already undergone active 
military service, and in creating militarily trained reserves of personnel which 
are particularly essential for manning the Army and Navy in wartime. Considering 
this, the Law Governing Universal Military Obligations outlines the procedure for 
discharging servicemen and the procedure for military service in the reserves for 
various servicemen categories. 


Reservists from among the soldiers, sailors, sergeants, petty officers and warrant 
officers are divided into two categories (first and second) and these are aiso 
divided by age into the first, second and third groups. Reserve officer personne! 
is divided into the first, second and third groups. Depending upon this, the 
periodicity and duration of the training and inspection courses are set, and the 
reservists during their period in the reserves are required to attend then. 


Reserve officer personne] undergoes training courses, and can be called up as fol- 
lows: for those in the first group of the reserves, annually for a period up to 

5 months, those in the second group of the reserves, for two courses lasting up to 
3 months each, and for the third group, for one 2-month course. Reserve officers 
in the first group during the period between training courses can be cailed up for 
inspection courses for a period up to 10 days. For reserve officer personnel in 
the first group, during the period between courses, command exercises may be heid 
lasting from 30 to 60 training hours once every 35 years. 


The law grants the right to the USSR minister of defense, when necessary, to hoid 
officers, generals and admirals in the reserves at training courses for a period up 
to 2 months above the established times, as well as increase the number of training 
courses for reserve officers, without exceeding the legally established total time 
they are in the courses. Also established are the rules for military registration 
and the responsibility of persons liable to military law and inductees for violat- 
ing them. This is of great significance in the sense of organizing reserve service, 
induction into active military service, and induction under mobilization. 


In the Soviet Armed Forces, in ac.ord with the USSR Constitution, the laws, the 
military regulations and other acts of military legislation, an entire compiex of 
organizational, party-political and legal measures is carried out to implement the 
requiresents of military service. In carrying out such measures of decisive sig- 
nificance are the commanders and political workers, and their daily organizational, 
ideological and political-indoctrinational work. Here they rely on the active ac- 
tivities of the party and Komsomol organizations and the troop coliectives, and on 
the high awareness of the armed defenders of the motherland. 
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The Soviet military, inspired by the decisions of the June (1980) Plenum of the 
CPSU Central Committee, is constantiy increasing its Military skills, and is en- 
deavoring to greet the 26th Party Corgress with new successes in Military and 
political training and a strengthening of discipline. Here they are aware that 

the overall success in increasing the combat capability and constant combat readi- 
ness of our glorious arsed forces and in carrying out the tasks set by the party 
and the government in the area of protecting the secur.ty ~* ‘he nation and the 
peaceful creative labor of the Soviet peopie depends on the consc.entious execution 
of the obligations of military service, the provisions of the laws anc regulations 
governing it, and upon the discipline and activeness of each of then. 


COPYRIGHT: ‘Kommunist Vooruzhennykh Sil", 1980 
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MOTORIZED RIFLE REGIMENT: TRAINING RESULTS DISCUSSED 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 19, Oct 80 signed to press 
18 Sep 80 pp 44-49 


\Article by Guards Lt Col Yu. Chayko, commander of a guards motorized rifle regi- 
ment: "In Inseparable Unity") 


(Text) During a tactical exercise which was marked by bringing the situation as 
close as possible to actual combat, the regiment was given a difficult mission. 
Under the conditions of an unfamiliar wooded-swampy terrain, where the infantry 
combat vehicles encountered natural obstacles and the danger of being stuck in the 
quagmire, the motorized rifle troops had to break through a strongly reinforced 
"enemy" defense on the move, capture its strongpoints and then exploit the offen- 
sive. 


In working out the plan for “combat,” it was essential to figure out where success 
could be achieved with the “least losses,"' and where to make the main and auxiliary 
thrusts. However the question of who should be sent to the most dangerous and dif- 
ficult sector did not require long thought. There was a single answer: the bat- 
talion of Guards Capt A. Komyak. I was not at all surprised that the viewpoints 

of the chief of staff and the deputy for political affairs coincided with my deci- 
sion. Certainly the regiment knew that in terms of the degree of skill and in 
terms of the level of the moral-political and psychological tempering of the per- 
sonnel, this leading subunit was best prepared for overcoming difficult hardships. 
During the exercise under discussion, most of the difficulties fell on this bat- 
talion. The infantry combat vehicles, in crossing the swampy areas of terrain, 
were moving under “enemy” fire. Many unexpected situations arose requiring a quick 
response and bold and decisive actions from the men. But regardless of this, the 
battalion successfully carried out the mission given it. 


This exercise will long be remembered by all of us for its indoctrinational impact. 
The motorized rifie troops experienced all the complexity, intensity and dynamic- 
ness of modern combat, and from their own experience were convinced that for achiev- 
ing victory, in addition to good combat skills, it is also essential to possess ex- 
traordinary will, steadfastness, endurance, boldness and other moral-combat quali- 
ties. The commanders and political workers gained a visible lesson of the safety 
factor, military, ideological and moral, to use the words of the USSR minister of 
defense which is needed even in peacetime in training the defenders of the mother- 
land. 





In the analysis, one of the officers pointed out that if ail our exercises in 
tactical and firing training had such an indoctrinational impact, we could solve 
ali the questions of strengthening combat readiness even more effectively. Of 
course, this is a correct idea. We stiil Save many reserves for increasing the 
quality level of combat training. We are caactingly assessing our activities, and 
are endeavoring to carefu'.y approach the positive experience, and critically 
analyze the oversights and shortcomings, in order (oO work mor effectively and 
with higher quality. Were, as the party teaches, we use the state o. affcirs in 
the collective as the criterion of effectiveness. The preparations for the 26th 
CPSU Congress have caused us, the communists, to more profoundly analyze the events 
and phenomena of military life and the entire diverse process of indoctrinating the 





Our regiment is not doing bad in the division. The personne, is working with great 
enthusiasm and zeal on carrying out the training plans and programs, as well as the 
socialist obligations. The news of the convening of the next superior communist 
forum has veen perceived by the personnel as an appeal to even more intense work, 
and to a further rise in their combat skills. ‘ry following the good tradition of 
the Soviet people of celebrating the party congresses with high labor achievements, 
the motorized rifle troops have discussed the decisions of the June (1980) Plenum 
of the CPSU Central Committee, and have revised the previously accepted socialist 
pledges. They are devoting all their energy to successfully concluding the train- 
ing year, to bringing the regiment up among the outstanding ones, and further rais- 
ing its combat readiness. This patriotic aspiration of the men manifests their 
filial love for the Leninist party, their political awareness, and their under- 
standing of their constitutional duty to defend the socialist fatherland. At the 
same time, this is also proof of the effectiveness of the diverse indoctrinational 
work carried out by the officers, the party and Komsomol organizations. 


Under the beneficial effect of the decisions of the 25th Party Congress, the de- 
crees of the CPSU Central Committee on ideological questions, and the works of 
Comrade L. I. Brezhnev, ideological life and indoctrinational work have been sig- 
nificantly enriched. Among all categories of servicemen there has been noticeably 
greater interest in studying Marxist-Leninist theory, party policy and decisions. 
The quality of all forms of political training has risen. The participation of the 
leadership in ideological work has broadened. The officers from the regimental 
headquarters and staff, the battalion and regimental commanders more often than be- 
fore are giving lectures and briefings to the personnel. The moral indoctrination 
of the men has become more diverse. Definite shifts to the better have been 
noticed in their indoctrination in the process of military service. 


As is known, military service generally and military and political training, in 
particular, are not easy work and require a great deal of mental, physical and 
moral stress. The work is specific, it involves dangers, a risk, strict discipline, 
and great responsibility. Because of this it possesses enormous indoctrinational 
opportunities. In those military collectives where these particular features of 
military service are used rationally, as a rule, the successes in training and the 
competition are higher, and discipline is stronger. 


Let us take the sume motorized rifle battalion of Guards Capt A. Komyak. It is 
righti, considered the best not only in the regiment, but also in the division, and 
has stcJily kept first piace in the competition to properly celebrate the 26th CPSU 
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Congress, Along with other factors which have provided for the stable successes of 
the collective, u major role is played by the fact that in the battalion the indoc- 
trination of the men has been well organized in the process of combat training. 

The commander, the deputy commander for political affairs, Guards Sr Lt V. 
Grishayev, the chief of staff and also secretary of the party bureau, Guards Sr Lt 
S. Kapitonov, work closely and effectively. By joint efforts and by relying on 

the active help of the communists, they have seen to it that each training measure, 
be it an exercise in firing, special, drill or physical training or the driving of 
combat vehicles, and tactical exercises, is clearly organized, dependably supported 
in party-political and material-technical terms, and have clearly defined training 
and indoctrinational goals. 





The battalion commander and the chief of staff never approve the plan for an exer- 
cise or drill, they never give permission for conducting them until they are certain 
that the leaders are able to achieve a maximum training and indoctrinational return. 
They constantly explain to the officers, warrant officers ["praporshchik")} and 
sergeants that combat training should not only enrich the soldier's knowledge, 
skills, and methods of conducting combat, but also strengthen and develop their 
class awareness, an understanding of the necessity of their labor, and instill 
feelings of patriotism, loyalty to military duty, military comradeship, and the 
habit of unconditionally carrying out the requirements of the oath, regulations 

and orders. Day in and day out the communist leaders inculcate in them that the 
motorized rifle troops must be taught not merely to go over to the attack and shoot 
accurately, but to fight skillfully and in a modern manner, at whatever the cost 

be victorious over a strong and technically well equipped enemy, steadfastly over- 
come difficulties, and put subordinates in circumstances which require endurance, 
resourcefulness and courage. 


The commander, the deputy commander for political affairs and the chief of staff in 
the battalion through their personal example show the officers how the principle of 
"indoctrinate in studying" must be applied, and give them lessons in pedagogical 
and procedural skills. I have often been present at company tactical exercises 
conducted under the leadership of Guards Capt A. Komyak. In giving missions to his 
subordinates, the officer does not cease stressing that they are carrying out an 
important state matter, they in practice are implementing the demands of the party 
to strengthen national defense capability, and always reminds them of the complex- 
ity of the present international situation. 


Recently at a field exercise, the battalion was working on an offensive under con- 
ditions of the use of weaspons of wass destruction by the “enemy."' The commander 
and the political worker, prior to the "battle," told the man about the intensify- 
ing arms race in the United States and the other NATO countries, about the new 
nuclear strategy approved by the American administration, the decision to station 
new medium-range nuclear missile weapons in a nuwaber of the European states, and 
the creation of bases of aggression by the Pentagon in the Indian Ocean and the 
Near East By their persuasive words, the communist officers inspired their sub- 
ordinates to achieve high goals in training, and sharpened their feeling of class 
hate for imperialism. 


In endeavoring to equal the senior comrades, the commanders and subunit activists 
also carried out extensive indoctrinational work among the men. Guards Lt V. 
Sochivko, for example, told the young soldiers how during the war against fascism, 
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Hero of the Soviet Union, Jr Sgt 1. Laar and Sgt A. Nosov carried out their duty to 
the ond, courageously, disdaining death, and now they are carried in perpetuity on 
the rolls of the regimental companies. ‘The assistant platoon commanders, Sr Sgts 
A, Abdulkhanov and G. Lifintsev, in conducting talks, reminded the motorized rifle 
troops that the remarkable weapons which they have been given were developed by the 
talent of the Soviet people, by the great labor of the engineers and workers, and 
for this reason the weapons must be perfectly understood ard mastered. Other simi- 
lar measures were also useful. 


The battalion unswervingly carries out the instructions of the USSR minister of 
defense on the need in each exercise to create a situation which would demand from 
the trainees a maximum straining of forces and the full utilization of te combat 
capabilities of the weapons and equipment, and to instill in the pers wel a con- 
scientious attitude toward surmounting the real difr.culties of combat training, 
bearing in mind the eternal truth that the harder it is in training, the easier it 


is in combat. 





By carefully working out a difficult tactical background for the exercises, by a 
well thought-out system of imputs and by the skiilful use of simulation devices, 
during them the officers create a really intense situation that is close to combat. 
Here the "enemy" is not a simpleton who easily exposes himself to fire, as was some- 
times the case, unfortunately, for certain leaders, but an actively resisting one 
which undertakes surprise maneuvers, endeavors to seize the initiative, and punish 
for mistakes and stupidities. Here, as they say, it is man against man, and one 
cannot count on an easy victory. Combat training demands from the men boldness, 
cool headedness, the ability to outguess and "enemy," to impose one's will on him, 
and surpass him in tactics and accurate fire. 


A well organized socialist competition in a subunit contributes to increasing the 
indoctrinational role of combat training. The soldiers, sergeants and officers 
assume specific obligations for the period of tactical exercises, firing, driving 
combat vehicles, with the active involvement of the commanders, communists and 
Komsomol activists, they determine who of them will compete against whom for achiev- 
ing the best indicators. In organizing a competition in the training process, the 
commanders make certain it is publicized, they compare the results, they objectively 
give the final results, and make good use of moral incentives for commending the 


advanced men. 


Exercises in weapon training and the driving of infantry combat vehicles, tactical 
drills in the battalion, as a rule, are carried out simultaneously by intercompet- 
ing subunits. The men of the competing squads, platoons and companies go out to the 
firing line. It is possible to see immediately who shoots more accurately and hits 
the target with greater precision. Here both collectives "sympathize" with their 
fellow servicemen, and they more acutely feel moral responsibility to the collec- 
tive. The men who have been unsuccessful take heart, they assert that this, sup- 
posedly, was an accident, and request permission to carry out the exercise again. 

To put it briefly, a good atmosphere reigns where each man endeavors to support his 
word by deed. 


Not only the commanders but also all the communists and the Komsomol activists are 
concerned with maintaining such an atmosphere. They praise the outstanding men, 
and shape public opinion around the laggards. For example, after one of the 
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exercises, pamphlets were immediately published telling how the battalion commander 
commended the operator of the infantry combat vehicle, Guards Pvt N. Borisov who 
hit the target with the first round; also commended was the machine gunner Guards 
Pvt V. Levehenkov, who, by accurate fire covered the subunit in crossing a passage 
through a "mined" section; the medical instructor, Guards Sgt I. Nevolin, who in- 
stead of the first, easy fire exercise assigned to him requested permission to 
carry out the most difficult on equal footing with the motorized rifle troops, and 
hit all the targets. 


The satirical leaflets "Ricochet" criticized the men who fired below their abili- 
ties. And Guards Pvt N. Churkin who again demonstrated poor skills had to answer 
for this at a meeting of the company servicemen. And it must be said that the in- 
doctrinational work carried out immediately after the events produces a good effect, 
and causes in the motorized rifle troops a desire to equal the best examples of 
military service, and forces the laggards to shape up. 


The reader may gain the impression that in this collective everything is going 
smoothly, as they say, without a hitch. No, here as well there are difficulties, 
and problems arise. But they are always assessed seriously. Concern for the 
quality and indoctrinetional return of the training process are in the forefront. 
The commander, the political worker and the party bureau do not tolerate weaknesses 
and simplifications, and are not afraid to "do their wash in public." Once Guards 
Capt A. Komyak severely reprimanded Guards Sr Lt S. Ovcharenko for not having prop- 
erly prepared the targets, and the necessary tactical situation had not been pro- 
vided for carrying out a firing exercise. The battalion commander has repeatedly 
made strong suggestions to the platoon commander, Guards Sr Lt V. Truktanov, for 
whom everything is always in order in words, but in fact omissions and weaknesses 
have often been discovered in the organization of training, and this, naturally, 
reduces its indoctrinational impact. And with complete justification, communists 
Ovcharenko and Truktanov were invited to a session of the party bureau, where their 
mistakes in work were pointed out and it was demanded that they be eliminated. And 
of course the officers were given help. 


As we see, the indoctrinational possibilities of combat training are realized not 
automatically, but rather as a result of purposeful work by the commander, the 
political worker, the party and Komsomol organizations. And in the regiment there 
are other subunits which have acquired definite experience in indoctrinating the 
personnel in the training process in a spirit of political consciousness, aware- 
ness, zeal, and responsibility for carrying out service duty. At the same time, 
with closer inspection, a number of oversights is also discovered in such an im- 
portant question. Unfortunately, not all officers without exception have profound- 
ly realized the enormous importance of this problem and skillfully and fully util- 
ize the indoctrinational opportunities of combat training. Such phenomena have 
often been detected in the battalion where the commander is Guards Sr Lt V. 
Polyanskiy. It has happened, for example, that in the subunit of Guards Sr Lt V. 
Berezin, individual exercises and training sessions were carried out on a low or- 
ganizational and procedural level. 


The question arises of why the battalion commander and party organization have not 

been able to prevent these shortcomings. There is no single answer to this. There 
have been objective and subjective factors. It was the first year for Guards Sr Lt 
Polyanskiy in the position, and the battalion, we must say frankly, was a difficult 
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one, Moreover, for an extended time the deputy commander for poiitical affairs was 
on sick leave. The chief of staff and the deputy commander for technical affairs 
were experienced men, older than the battalion comander, and they did not always 
help him as they should, and he initially shied awa’ from asking them. The bat- 
talion party bureau dic not respond to all this. 1 see also my own blame, the 
shortcomings of the chief of staff, and the officers in the regimental headquarters 
and party committee. 


Considering the confluence of circumstances, we should have focused our efforts 
primarily on this collective, and helped the young battalion commander and the com- 
pany commanders in organizing the training and indoctrinational process on the 
proper level, and ensure an effective influence of the party organization on the 
personnel. But we devoted a maximum of attention to the battalion of Guards Capt 
Komyuk, making certain that everything was the best ‘or the leaders. Now we have 
rectified these mistakes, and the battalion of Officer Polyanskiy is picking up. 

We are confident that by the party congress, it will be among the cest collectives. 


Unfortunately, sometimes the indoctrinationa! effect of combat training is low but 
not because of the inexperience of the leaders. Guards Capt V. Fedosenko and 
Guards Maj} G. Martynov were far from novices in the regiment. Both had knowledge 
and experience. But at times the communist officers lack a feeling of responsi- 
bility. For this reason there were formalism and weaknesses in the organization 
of the weapons training in the subunit of Capt V. Fedosenko. For a long time the 
subunit of officer of G. Martynov practiced the missions at the range. When the 
members of the party committee took an interest in the state of affairs in the 
party organization of this collective, they discovered shortcomings. Serious mis- 
takes had been made also in the organization of the training and indoctrinational 
process, and this, of course, could not heip but tell negatively on the state of 
military discipline. 


The communists and leaders of the battalion had to answer for this at a session of 
the party committee. There was an exacting, party discussion. The commander, the 
political worker and a secretary of the party organization heeded the criticism and 
advice, and drew correct conclusions. The party committee members S. Vodolazskiy, 
M. Lamzin and B. Salikhov provided them with practical help. As a result, disci- 
pline improved in the battalion, the training process became more precise and organ- 
ized, and its indoctrinational effect rose. 


In thinking over these facts, one involuntarily asks: why are they still possible? 
Certainly it would seem that we are doing everything so that there are no failings 
in the training and indoctrinational process. At exercises in Marxist-Leninist 
training, the officers broaden their ideological and theoretical viewpoint. In the 
commander training system, lectures are given and seminars are held on the ques- 
tions of pedagogics and psychology. Due to the efforts of the party and Komsomol 
committees, lecture series are successfully operat ng for pedagogical and legal 
knowledge for the officers, warrant officers and sergeants. In the work of the 
agitation and propaganda group under the party committee, the questions of mili- 
tary indoctrination have been set apart as one of the main directions. At meetings 
of the regimental and subunit party organizations, there ha» been a repeated dis- 
cussion of achieving unity in the processes of training and indoctrination, as well 
as the necessity, in the course of combat training, to make full use of its indoc- 
trinational possibilities and develop high moral-combat qualities in the men. At 
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the service conferences the same issue is constantly raised. The experience of 
Officer A. Komyakh and the other better indoctrinators have been generalized by the 
party committee and provided to all the commanders. 


If one were to speak of the material and technical possibilities, they are equal 
for everyone, The regiment and the divisions have training fields, ranges and 
trainers equipped with everything necessary and making it possible to create a 
situation of virtually any complexity, and to bring the training conditions close 
to those which would exist in real combat. But some, out of inexperience, and 
others, out of a dulled feeling of responsibility or a reticence to burden then- 
selves with additional troubles, do not pick up on the best models for organizing 
military service, and do not utilize the possibilities of the training facilities 
for increasing its indoctrinational role. Hence, something is lacking in our ar- 
senal for influencing all levels of officers leaders. 


Obviously, in the work of the regimental command and the party committee (as a mem- 
ber of the party committee I am judging the activities of the latter) there has not 
been the proper systematicness or consistency in achieving a unity in the training 
and indoctrinational processes. In actuality, there have been rises and falls in 
it. General measures have not always been reinforced by individual work with the 
exercise leaders, although it is well known that precisely this provides the great- 
est effect. Certain officers of the regimental headquarters and staff have not 
considered while the party organization did not raise the question promptly that 
not only the newly arrived lieutenant but also yesterday's good platoon commander, 
having become a company commander or particularly a battalion commander, cannot im- 
mediately encompass the increased scale of the tasks, and needs help. If the same 
Guards Lts V. Polyanskiy and V. Berezin had received it promptly, then most likely 
we would not have to speak of their oversights. If, as was demanded, the party 
committee had made certain that communists G. Martynov, A. Yakovlev and the others 
had carried out their service and party duty, then obviously shortcomings would 
have been prevented in the artillery battalion as described above. 


The recent conference of the command the political leadership of the army and navy 
which discussed the course of carrying out the instructions of the CPSU Central 
Committee on the further strengthening of the indoctrinational role of the Soviet 
Armed Forces has forced us to reassess our own work carefully. The documents of 
the conference raised the task of more fully utilizing the indoctrinational possi- 
bilities of daily combat training and military service, and outlined the ways for 
solving this. This involves the steady introduction of increased exactingness, 
irreconcilability for weaknesses and simplifications in training into organization- 
al and indoctrinational practices; the maximum realization of the opportunities 
existing in the socialist competition for the social development of the soldier's 
personality; the scientific organization of military labor, and the proper material, 
organizational and party-political support of this. Finally, it is essential to 
plan ahead of time for the shaping of high combat, volitional and moral qualities 
of the men in drills and exercises. As was emphasized at the conference, military 
service and combat training assume decisive indoctrinational significance when all 
the measures related to them and each exercise are permeated by a political ap- 
proach to the question. 


At present the command and party committee in the regiment, the commanders and the 
political workers, and the party organizations of the subunits are working in this 








direction. The widely developed preparations for the 2oth CPSU Congress has pro- 
vided a new impetus to this work. At the recently held report-election party 
meetings in the subunits, the communists exactingly analyzed their work and the 
activities of each party group and each party organization. It was a question of 
what must be kept and Jeveloped in the arsenal of activities of the communists, 
what must be given up, anu what more effective means must be taken up in order to 
bring about a further strengthening of the party's influence cn the training and 
indoctrinational process. 


Our efforts and the efforts of the party organization are aimed at providing help 
to the commanders in mastering the art of a political approach to a question, i 
assimilating advanced experience and organizing training and indoctrinat.on of the 
men in an inseparable unity in the course of combat training. We are secing to it 
that each man is profoundly aware that his labor is just as necessary to the mother- 
land as the labor of a worker, a kolkhoz member or member of the intelligentsia, 
and is completely focused on ensuring its security and defending the victories of 
socialism. A rise in the indoctrinational role of the training process in turn 
will tell on improving its quality and effectiveness. It is to be hoped that the 
work carried out by us will make it possible for the personnel of the regiment 

to carry out all the missions confronting them, to successfully complete the train- 
ing year, and with worthy miiitary deeds celebrate the 26th CPSU Congress. 
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TROOP INDOCTRINATION: MILITARY DISCIPLINE 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 19, Oct 80 signed to press 
18 Sep 80 pp 66-72 


[Unattributed article: "Discipline--The Soul of Military Service''*] 


(Text) Two hours are given to the young soldiers and sailors for studying this 
subject. It is advisable to conduct the exercise by using a lecture and a lively, 
full conversation. The purpose of the exercise is to help the young soldiers more 
fully realize the essence and importance of Soviet military discipline, und the de- 
mands made by the party, the state and the USSR minister of defense on the service- 
men, and their responsibility for maintaining and strengthening military discipline, 
firm proper order in the subunits, units and ships. 


In the course of the exercise, it is desirable to review three basic study ques- 
tions: 1. V. I. Lenin and the CPSU on Soviet military discipline and its demands 
on servicemen. The fundamental difference of Soviet military discipline from dis- 
cipline in bourgeois armies. 2. The greater significance of discipline and organ- 
ization in the army and navy under present-day conditions. 3. To be a disciplined 
and efficient soldier and to unquestioningly obey officers and superiors. 


In the brief introductory speech, it is essential to emphasize that young soldiers 
are starting their service in a noteworthy period. The entire nation is preparing 
to properly celebrate an historical event, the 26th CPSU Congress. The Soviet 
people are rightly proud of their successes. Led by the communist party, they have 
created a strong economic and defense potential, as well as modern science and cul- 
ture. This has opened up favorable opportunities for carrying out the ever new and 
ever broader tasks of communist construction. The material and technical base of 
communism is being created, social relationships are being improved, and the ma- 
terial and spiritual level of the people's life is rising. 


However, it must not be forgotten that the process of communist construction is 
occurring in a difficult international situation. The imperialist forces, the 
leaders of the NATO military bloc and above all the United States are carrying out 

a policy of intensifying the arms race, instigating provocations against the social- 
ist and other independent states, they are strengthening the militaristic activities 





*Material for political exercises on the subject "Discipline and Efficiency--Most 
Important Moral-Combat Qualities of Soviet Soldiers." 
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of NATO and are broadening its functions as an implement of imperialist dictator- 
ship. The partnership of imperialism and Chinese hegemonism is a new dangerous 
phenomenon in world policy. 


Under this situation, the CPSU Central Comuittee and the Soviet government have 
shown truly Leninist restraint, firmness and principledness, and have steadfastly 
defended and carried out a policy of preserving peace, ensur. . the security of the 
Soviet people and international security as a whole, without reacting to the provo- 
cations and at the same time rejecting the imperialist claims. The plenum of the 
CPSU Central Committee held in June of this year noted that the intrigues of imper- 
ialism and the other enemies of peace require constant vigilance and the greatest 
possible strengthening of the defense capability of our state in order to thwart 
the plans of imperialism to achieve military superiority and dictate to the world. 
In the aim of defending socialist victories, the peaceful labor of the Soviet 
people, and the sovereignty and territorial integrity of the state, states the 

USSR Constitution, the USSR Armed Forces have been organized and universal military 
service established (Article 31). 


Due to the party's constant concern, our army and navy are equipped with everything 
necessary for carrying out this responsible mission. The armed defenders of the 
motherland are firmly following the party's instructions, they are constantly 
mastering military skills, they are learning to efficiently use the weapons and 
military equipment assigned them, and are increasing vigilance and combat readiness. 
The socialist competition to properly celebrate the 26th CPSU Congress is develop- 
ing ever more widely in the troops and fleets. 


One of the most important components in the combat readiness of the personnel is 
strong military discipline. The discipline of a Soviet soldier reflects his high 
political awareness, inner assuredness, and his readiness to ably and unstintingly 
carry out his sacred duty of defending the motherland and the great victories of 
socialism. 


1. V. I. Lenin and the CPSU on Soviet Military Discipline and Its Demands Upon 
Servicemen. The Fundamental Distinction of Soviet Military Discipline from 
Discipline in Bourgeois Armies 


In beginning to take up the material on the first question, it is essential to 
point out that Soviet military discipline is a part of general state, socialist 
discipline which V. I. Lenin characterized as a discipline of confidence and organ- 
ization, comradely discipline, and the discipline of every possible respect. It 
reflects socialist interests and the communist ideals of the working class and all 
workers, and their vital interest in the dependable defense of our revolutionary 
victories. 


Without discipline, without the strictest obedience of commanders and superiors by 
subordinates, no army can exist in the world. An army without discipline is incap- 
able of any organized actions. And there is great strength in organization. Lenin 
pointed out that the strength of hundreds can exceed the strength of thousands when 
this hundred is organized. 


Here it is very important to fully explain what the fundamental distinction of dis- 
cipline in the army of a socialist state is from the discipline in the armies of 








bourgeois countries. In the capitalist armies which are designed to suppress the 
revolutionary actions of the workers in their own states and for imperialist plun- 
der abroad, the entire system of training the soldiers and sailors is aimed at 
turning them into robots which obediently carry out the will of their masters. 

For example, the disciplinary practices in the U.S. Army are based upon the prin- 
ciple of "instinctive obedience." By this they understand the complete elimination 
of the conscious principle in the conduct of man. This is achieved primarily by 
ideological anesthetizing by stultifying routine, and by the instilling of the fear 
of punishment. There particularly in favor are the methods of so-called '.. igh 
instruction."' It is based upon inhumane treatment and sadism by which tle © er- 
geants and officers endeavor to harden the soldier and turn him into an 1° inking 
automaton. And it must be said that they have succeeded in stupifying p | e as is 
shown by numerous instances of atrocities committed by American soldiers Vietnam 
and other countries of the world. 


In the admission of the American press, the word "discipline" is strongly linked in 
the minds of a majority of American servicemen with the word "punishment." The 
following example shows just what these punishments can be. Ist Lt G. Gretcher 
created his "own prison" in the subunit in a cold, dank basement. Here, without 
trial or investigation, accused soldiers were kept in the cold and hungry for 
several days and even weeks. He ordered the sentries guarding this cellar "not to 
be easy on the slobs and shoot them, like rebels, if anyone dared open his mouth." 
For the purposes of training robot soldiers, the Pentagon widely practices experi- 
ments involving thousands of servicemen in the administering of drugs, hypnosis, 
electric shock, ultrasound, and all sorts of biochemical agents which maim healthy 
people and paralyze their will. A sick society develops its soldiers according to 
its mirror image, and raises them by barbarian methods for barbarian purposes. 


Discipline in the Soviet Armed Forces is organized on fundamentally different prin- 
ciples. The victory of Great October and the consolidating of Soviet power--power 
expressing the fundamental interests of the working class and all the working 
people--have necessitated a transition to conscientious and voluntary discipline in 
our nation. V. I. Lenin and the Communist Party gave particular importance to the 
establishing of such discipline in the Army and Navy. In contrast to the coercive, 
violent discipline of the armies in the exploiting states, it, in the definition of 
V. I. Lenin, was to be organized “on the basis of awareness, loyalty, and the self- 
sacrifice of the workers and peasants themselves" ("Complete Collected Works," Vol 
38, p 240). 


The essence of Soviet military discipline is determined by the social and state 
system of our country, by the social nature of the armed forces in a socialist 
State, and by the missions which they carried out. Under the conditions of a 
socialist army, the personnel is united, and an unshakable ideological-political 
and social unity is created. In such an army, in contrast to a bourgeois one, the 
soldiers and sailors, the officers, generals and admirals come from the working 
people, from the workers, the peasants and the people's intelligentsia. They have 
one common aim of constantly strengthening the might and defense capability of the 
socialist fatherland and reliably protecting the revolutionary victories of the 
people. For this reason, the very concept of "discipline" here is not perceived as 
a means of keeping the lower orders in check, as a Captive yoke which the "haves" 
put on the workers and peasants dressed in soldier uniforms. 








Soviet military discipline has under it a firm basis of socialist collectivism, and 
expresses the nature of relations established between Soviet people, as well as the 
Sincerity and simplicity in their relations to one another. For this reason it is 
no accident that both the soldier and the marshal in our army are linked by the 
proud form of address "comrade."" The participant in the Great Patriotic War, K. 
Sarayev, told in a meeting with young soldiers: "Il was very pleased when Mar SU 

K. K. Rokossovskiy struck up a conversation with me on the frent, in the trenches. 
He stopped by me and asked: ‘How are things, comrade sergeant?' And i ia fact 
considered myself a comrade of the glorious military leader under whose command I 
had fought quite a bit." 


The conscious nature of Soviet military discipline serves as a source of the ac- 
tiveness and initiative of the men, and impels them not mechanically, nec out of a 
fear of punishment, but quite rationally, with initiative and spirit, to carry out 
the orders of the commanders and chiefs, their service duties, and the requirements 
of the military oath and regulations. 


The great Lenin pointed out that without conscious, iron discipline, we could not 
have created the Red Army, and would have been unable to withstand the attack by 
the hordes of White Guard and interventionists. He demanded that discipline and 
subordination be carried out with all strictness. Lenin urged the workers and the 
men of the Army and Navy "not out of fear, but rather out of conscience to carry 
out all the laws about the Red Army, all orders, and maintain discipline in it in 
every possible say..." ("Complete Collected Works,"' Vol 39, p 152). In his "Letter 
to Workers and Peasants on the Victory Over Kolchak," V. I. Lenin said directly 
that the person who does not maintain order and discipline in the army with all his 
strength, in essence, plays into the hands of the enemies of the workers. 


In following Lenin's wise advice and instructions, our Communist Party has been 
constantly concerned with strengthening discipline and order in the army and navy. 
"The CPSU,'"' »mphasizes the Party Program, "has done everything to make the Soviet 
Armed Forces a precise and smooth-working organism, with hig¢h organization and dis- 
cipline, and so that they carry out in an exemplary manner the tasks posed for them 
by the party, the government and the people...." 


Discipline unites the military collectives into a single whole, it makes the troops 
a coordinated, flexible, and easily controlled organism, and gives them combat cap- 
ability. In being subordinate to the will of the solely-responsible commander, the 
units, subunits, crews and individual men work with coordination and purpose, they 
overcome difficulties and achieve victories over the enemy. It is said with good 
reason that discipline is the mother of victory. 


Discipline is not oniy a most important condition for victory in combat, but is also 
the basis of the unflagging combat readiness of the troops and naval forces in 
peacetime. The daily service, life and training of the men are inconceivable with- 
out it. Only in strictly carrying out the requirements of discipline and the orders 
of commanders is it possible to provide constant readiness of the personnel to re- 
pel any aggressor. 


The demands of the Communist Party and the Soviet state for military discipline are 
fully reflected in our military oath, in the Disciplinary Regulations and Internal 
Service Xegulations of the USSR Armed Forces. The provisions formulated in these 











documents have embodied the enormous historical experience of Soviet military or- 
ganizational development and the combat experience of the Great Patriotic War, and 
also have reflected the modern changes |» @ilitary affairs. 


Soviet military discipline, the Disciplinary Regulations state, means the strict 
and precise observance of the procedures and rules set by Soviet laws and the 

troop regulations by all servicemen. it is based on an awareness on the part of 
each serviceman of his military duty and personal responsibility for the defense of 
his motherland, the USSR. 


Military discipline obliges each serviceman to strictly observe Soviet laws and 
precisely carry out the requirements of the military oath, the military regulations, 
the orders and instructions of commanders (superiors); to steadfastly endure all 
hardships and deprivations of military service, sparing neither one's biood nor 
life itself in carrying out military ¢uty; to strictly keep military and state 
secrets; to be honest and just, to conscientiously study military affairs and pro- 
tect in every pos ible way the weapons, military and other issued equipment, as 
well as military and public property; to show respect to commanders (chiefs) and 
superiors, to observe the rules of military courtesy and saluting; to behave with 
dignity and honor away from the unit, to restrain oneself and others from violating 
public order, and to aid in every possible way in defending the honor and dignity 
of the citizens. 


The Decree of the CPSU Central Committee "On Further Improving Ideological and 
Political-Indoctrination Work" has set the task of impiementing measures aimed at 
strengthening the indoctrinational role of the Soviet Armed Forces. The question 
of how this task of state importance is being carried out was discussed at a con- 
ference held in June of this year for the command and political leadership of the 
Army and Navy. Particular attention at it was given to the questions of strength- 
ening discipline in the Army and Navy. There, in particular, it was pointed out 
that discipline is a political and moral category. It is not merely a means for 
solving great and minor tasks. Discipline represents a definite sense of the 
soldier as a citizen of the Soviet state, as a builder and defender of the new 
society. 


In completing a covering of the material on the first question, it is wise to re- 
emphasize that V. |. Lenin and the CPSU demand strong and profoundly conscious 
military discipline from the defenders of the socialist fatherland. To strictly 
carry out these demands is a military obligation and moral duty of each Soviet 
soldier. 


2. The Greater Significance of Discipline and Organization in the Army and Navy 
Under Present-Day Conditions 


Under present-day conditions, the importance of military discir- immeasur- 
ably risen. This is explained b° the complex and extremely 2 nature of 
modern combat, by the use of qualitatively new weapons, and we great changes 


in military affairs. At present the servicemen, as never before, must consciously 
and strictly carry out the procedures and rules established in the Army and Navy. 
At present it iS particularly essential that each soldier and seaman unswervingly 
carry out the requirements of the military oath and the regulations, the orders 
and instructions of the commanders and chiefs. Life has affirmed that the 
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slightest deviation from them can lead to severe circumstances and to reduced com- 
bat readin of the subunit, unit or ship. 


Here the propagandist must emphasize that under present-day conditions, there has 
been a particular rise ‘n the importance of such categories as the discipline of 
time, that is, the ability of a soldier, sailor or military collective to carry 
out rapid and precise actions counted in Minutes and seconds. the discipline of 
personal and collective responsibility of the servicemen for cuirying oul combat 
missions; the discipline of the exemplary and intelligent operation of military 
equipment and weapons with the strictest observance of the corresponding feyuia- 
tions, instructions, technical rules and standards. A new concept has appearcd, 
the discipline of combat duty, which demands from the me great moral an paysical 
stress and a concentrating of ai] abilities and know-how on the carrying out of a 
combat mission. There has been a rise in the impo.tance of such moral and voli- 
tional qualities of the serviceman as honesty, rectitude, courage, self-sacrifice, 
and an awareness of one's civil and military duty. 


in speaking, for example, about the discipline o. time, it is wise to recall that 
under present-day conditions this factor is of exceptional significance for combat 
readiness. Modern combat is marked by high maneuverability, speed and fluidity. 
in the troops of the past comparatively long times could be allocated for readying 
the troops to meet the enemy. But at present the enormous speeds of the flight of 
missiles and aircraft demand that the troops be ready for combat operations liter- 
ally in a few minutes. Only under this condition can one count on the successful 
repelling or thwarting of surprise strikes by the aggressor and the successful 
carrying out of combat missions, particularly by missile troops, air defense 
weapons, and aviation for whom time is counted in seconds. 


Many types of modern weapons are weapons operated by a group or collective. They 
are serviced by crews or entire military subunits. For example, for hitting super- 
sonic airborne targets, coordinated and rapid actions are required from the crews 
of the radar stations, means of communications, the antiaircraft missile complexes 
and fighter interceptors. And if just one military specialist makes the slightest 
mistake or is slow in calculations and actions, the carrying out of the combat 
mission can be difficult. 


Accuracy and speed in carrying out an order, the highest discipline and responsi- 
bility are the qualities essential today, as never before, for a man from any of 
the services of the Armed Forces and branches of troops, or any military profession. 
The key to success is a profound understanding on the part of each man, crew, 
squad, by the personnel of a subunit, unit of ship, of all the importance of the 
missions confronting them, and the necessity of their accurate and prompt execution. 


A strong, close and united military collective trained for any hardships is an in- 
dispensable condition for the high combat readiness of the personnel. And the 
solidarity of the collective is based primarily upon aware military discipline of 
the soldiers and sailors comprising it. And if each of them carries out his serv- 
ice duties with great responsibility and endeavors not only to personally maintain 
order and discipline but also demands this from his comrades, helps them in train- 
ing and service, and is not afraid to teil the truth frankly, then such a collec- 
tive i» morally healthy and the most complicated tasks can be carried out by it. 
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Our party and its Leninist Central Committee have been constantly concerned for 
strengthening discipline in the Army and Navy and hence improving party political 
work in the Soviet Armed Forces. The Decree of the CPSU Central Committee "On 
Measures to Improve Party Political Work in the Soviet Army and Navy" of 21 January 
1967 contains one of the most important instructions of the party "to provide a 
profound understanding on the part of all servicemen that under present-day condi - 
tions, when the army is armed with nuclear missile weapons, the role and importance 
of military discipline is further increased. The clearest and most precise execu- 
tion of the military oath, the military regulations and the orders of commanders, 
flawless efficiency and organization are demanded from each serviceman, as the 
slightest manifestation of laxness and ill discipline can lead to severe conse- 
quences. This fundamental demand of the party has been further developed in the 
subsequent CPSU decisions. 


it is wise for the propagandist to remind the students that the most powerful 
weapons, the most advanced equipment, and the most dependable instruments and mech- 
anisms gain their strength only in experienced and able hands, with their intelii- 
gent and exemplary operation. For this reason the desire to master military skilis 
as rapidly a8 possible, to take on the experience of outstanding men in training, 
and to become an outstanding man and a high-class specialist is a clear indicator 
of a soldier's profound understanding of his tasks and his discipline. "Precisely 
men,'’ commented the member of the Politburo of the CPSU Central Committee and USSR 
Minister of Defense Mar SU D. F. Ustinov, “who are ideologically tempered, coni- 
pletely loyal to the party and people, and who have mastered the first-rate mili- 
tary equipment determine the success of any undertaking."' In our subunits, units 
and ships the predominant majority is conscientious, flawlessly disciplined 
soldiers and sailors who carry out their military duty in an exemplary manner. 

They are a living example for the young soldiers, and it would be wise if the prop- 
ajandist describ’s several of them at the exercise. 


1 speaking of the new, stricter criteria in the approach to military discipline, 
it is essential to point out the greater role of self-discipline, that is, the 
avility of the men to control themselves and their actions, to show restraint and 
self-possession, to be able to promptly note their own errors, inaccuracy or short- 
comings and eliminate them, without waiting for instructions from a commander or 
comments by comrades. Self-discipline presupposes the ability of a soldier to 
place high demands on himself, to self-critically assess his actions, and be pro- 
foundiy aware of his personal responsibility for success in carrying out the mis- 
sons by the entire collective of the subunit, unit or ship. 


Seif-discipline is of particular significance for those soldiers and sailors who, 
bc cause of service obligations, remain alone, cut off from the military collective. 
Orten only inner discipiine checks his actions and causes him to devote ali his 


crergics to carrying out the set mission. To put it figuratively, self-discipline 
is human conscience in action. 

Self-discipline is also ind.spensable in the servicing of equipment and weapons. 
Here it is manifested in the carrying out of the requirements of the instructions 


end regulations, the safety rules, and the sequence of performing operations by 
e.ch soldier or sailor. Restraint, self-possess.on and the ability to keep one's 
head in the most difficult situations--al1 of this is developed by self-discipline. 
It is an inner need for a conscientious soldier. 








In completing the description of the material on the second question, it is pos- 
sible to draw the brief conclusion that modern combat, as never before, places 

high demands upon the discipline of eae. soldier and sailor, each serviceman. In 
judging their actions by the provisions of the military oath and the military regu- 
lations, the Soviet military are carrying out the instructions of the CPSU on fur- 
ther strengthening the deiense capability of the Soviet Armed Forces and raising 
vigilance and the constant readiness to defend our motherian! and the great vic- 
tories of socialism, 


3. To Be a Disciplined, Efficient Soidier, To Implicitiy Obey Commanders and Chiefs 


In turning to the third question, it is essential to emphasize that the sain thing 
in military discipline is profoundly aware obedience and efficiency, that is, un- 
questioning subordination to the commander or chicr, and the prompt and precise 
execution of his orders, instructions and commands. ‘The order of a commander 
(chief)," state the Disciplinary Regulations, "is a law for subordinates. An order 
should be carried out without question, precisely and on time." This demand should 
be part of the very flesh and blood of a soldier from his first day in service. 


To carry out an order without question means to carry it out without any stipula- 
tions, argument or hesitation. It is impossible to dispute an order or doubt the 
correctness of the instruction given. It is essential to make fully clear that the 
commander, in showing great demandingness on his subordinates, proceeds not from 
his personal motives, but rather from the interests of the motherland. By the 
words of the commander, the motherland commands its armed defenders to honorably 
carry out their military duty. 


Take these words found in a letter by Pvt (Res) 1. Malyutkin to his former com- 
mander, Officer V. Terenkov: ‘When first in service I made many mistakes, I caused 
a good deal of grief to my commander, and at present there is nothing more grievous 
than admitting this. If you find it possible, Viktor Ivanovich (Terenkov), read 
these lines to the young soldiers. Let them believe me and from the very outstep 
check their every step with the commander... ." 


The exactingness of a commander, based upon the provisions of the military reguia- 
tions and manuals, cannot be perceived as capiiousness. Certainly the commander 

is twice or three times as strict with himself. But if the men are not accustomed 
to carrying out the commander's will without question, sparing neither forces nor 
energy, the commander is unable to direct the efforts of the personnel at carrying 
out the missions confronting the subunit, and thereby successfully command the sub- 
ordinates in combat. With good reason among the frontline troops there was the 
golden rule: “One may die, but one cannot but carry out the order of the com- 
mander." 


History is full of the example of the self-sacrifice of soldiers and sailors who 
during a difficult moment of combat hurried to help their commander and with their 
own body shielded him against mortal danger. In turn Soviet commanders have re- 
peatedly come to the aid of subordinates in a difficult situation, heiping them out 
of a calamity fearing neither risk nor their life. This was the case during the 
war years and at present. Quite recently the following fact became known. The men 
in one of the units of the Northern Troop Group were carrying out an exercise in 
throwir a fragmentation grenade from a tank. It was being led by the battalion 





commander, Maj Pyatkin, Many soldiers had already successfully carried out the 
exercise, It was the turn of Pvt Mirzomurod Nazhmidinov, He pulled out the pin 
and, opening the hatch, threw the "pineapple.'"' But the unexpected happened: the 
grenade hit the top of the hatch and fell back into the tank. In saving the sol- 
dier, communist, Maj Yuriy Aleksandrovich Pyatkin, covered the grenade with his 
body. For courage and valor in carrying out military duty, he was posthumously 
awarded the Order of the Red Star. 


It is very important that each soldier consciously develop in himself the habit of 
obedience and efficiency. The reason for this is that he always and everywhere 
(when the commander is nearby and when he is not) strictly observes the procedures 
and rules established in the army and navy, and always acts as the military oath 
requires and as the regulations demand. It mut be recognized that efficiency in 
carrying out orders does not reduce the personal dignity of a soldier or sailor. 
Rather it shows his profound understanding of the essence of military service, his 
awareness, his desire at any price, fearing no dangers or risk to his life, to 
carry out the order received from the commander. 


In being responsible for the state of military discipline in a subunit, in training 
and indoctrinating his subordinates, the commander endeavors first of all to con- 
vince them of the necessity of strictly observing the requirements of the military 
oath and regulations and the maintaining of proper order. But persuasion does not 
exclude the use of coercive measures against those servicemen who are negligent in 
carrying out their military duty. Any infraction of discipline by a soldier has a 
pernicious effect on the combat capability and readiness of the suburit, unit or 
Ship. For this reason, strict measures as outlined by the regulations are applied 
against uncisciplined servicemen. 


It is possible to remind the listeners that the servicemen bear criminal responsi- 
vility for the committed crimes in accord with the current legislation. Particu- 
larly serious military crimes include disobedience of a superior, the failure to 
carry out an order, absence without leave, desertion, the theft of weapons, the in- 
tentional destruction or damaging of military property, violating the rules for 
standing combat duty and guard service, the revealing of military and state secrets, 
and other crimes which can involve a weakening of the combat readiness of the 
troops. The law stipulates severe punishments for each such crime. 


Why, for example, is even a short absence without leave considered a severe crime? 
Because it directly and immediately influences the combat readiness of a subunit, 
unit or ship. In actuality, is a tank crew, for example, battleworthy if at the 
essential moment the driver is not in his seat, or is an artillary crew ready if 
it lacks a gunner? Of course, the answer is no. For this reason absence without 
leave is viewed as a refusal of military service, and as a flagrant violation of 
the military oath and regulations. 


The consumption of alcoholic beverages is a shameful violation of discipline and 
an extremely dangerous evil. It is often the cause of serious accidents. An in- 
toxicated soldier or sailor is an incapacitated soldier. He must not be trusted 
with weapons or the standing of duty. A drunken serviceman behaves in an undigni- 
fied manner in public places, and dishonors the military uniform. He is also cap- 
able of giving away a military secret to the first person encountered. 





Impoliteness, bad language and a disrespectful attitude toward the loca} popula- 
tion are 1so incompatible with the standards of communist morality and the re- 
quirements of the military regulations. in a military environment there should be 
no soldier or sailor who deviates from the requirements and standards of communist 
morality. In a@ healthy collective, any instance of a deviation from the provisions 
of the regulations or the standards of our morality encounters decisive condemna- 
tion by the community. This is not only a characteristic tr. t in tne way of life 
of the Soviet military collective, but also a requirement of the regu.ations which 
state that a serviceman must aid comrades in word and in deed, and restrain them 
from unworthy actions. 


Since the demands made on military discipline at present have risen gre tiy, even 
the slightest, at first glance seemingly very insignificant violations have become 
unacceptable. For example, take the observance o. the uniform regulations and the 
maintaining of exemplary appearance. A serviceman does not have the right to vio- 
late the established uniform, to appear anywhere in a dirty, unironed or poorly 
fitting clothing, or with unpolished footwear. The external appearance of a sol- 
dier is no minor detail but rather is a reflection of his inner state, and an in- 
dicator of the ability and readiness to carry out one's military duty to the mother- 
land. With good reason there is the popular saying: "Slovenliness is bad in for- 
mation and even worse in combat." 


An important requirement of discipline is saluting by servicemen. Subordinates and | 
juniors in rank salute first. And this is not a mere formality. In saluting, our 

men show respect to military rank and emphasize their belonging to the USSR Armed 

Forces, and their readiness to carry out the orders of the motherland. Soldiers 

and commanders in our Armed Forces are comrades in arms. in saluting, they thereby 

show their respect to one another. 


The maintaining of high military discipline in the subunits, units and ships is in- 
conceivable without the strict observance of the daily routine by all servicemen. 

It defines all the life and combat training of the personnel from reveille to taps. 
Everything in the daily routine is obligatory for the soldier, and everything should 
be carried out precisely and promptly. 


One should specially take up the great role which must be played in the maintaining 
of strong discipline in the subunits by the junior commanders, the sergeants and 
petty officers. They are the immediate superiors and indoctrinators of the sol- 
diers and sailors. Their authority is based on profound ideological conviction, 
demandingness and attention to subordinates, personal example in service, the skill- 
ful mastery of the weapons and equipment, and unfailing discipline. The success in 
the work of the sergeants and petty officers depends on their ability to establish 
correct relationships with the soldiers and sailors, to show steady, just and proper 
exactingness for them, and to rightly assess each misdeed of a subordinate. And 
the soldiers and sailors must help their junior commanders in maintaining military 
order. 


Particularly high demands on discipline, on military order and culture are made on 
the Soviet military serving overseas. People overseas develop an impression of the 
Soviet nation, all the Soviet peopie and their army and navy from the appearance 
and conduct of our soldiers and sailors, from how they observe the laws of friendly 
states. respect their customs and behave toward the local population. 








In concluding the description of material on the subject and in drawing a general 
conclusion, it can be reemphasized that conscious military discipline is one of 

the most important components in the combat readiness of the personnel] and the 
guarantee of the invincibility of our glorious Armed Forces and their ability to 
properly rebuff any aggressor. To sacredly carry out the legacy of the great 
Lenin, the requirements of the CPSU and the USSR minister of defense on maintaining 
strong discipline and faultless order in the subunits, units and on the ships are 
the primary duty of each Soviet soldier as a citizen of the USSR and as the depend- 
able defender of the motherland and the great victories of socialism. 


In the evening one can recommend that the young soldiers read excerpts from the 
works of V. I, Lenin "Everything Into the Struggle Against Denikin!" ("Complete 
Collected Works,"' Vol 39, pp 46, 49, 55-56), "Letter to the Workers and Peasants 
on the Victory Over Kolchak" ("Complete Collected Works," Vol 39, pp 152, 155, 
156), as well as from the report of Comrade L., 1. Brezhnev "Report of the CPSU 
Central Committee and the Next Tasks of the Party in the Area of Domestic and 
Foreign Policy," ("Materialy XXV S"yezda KPSS" [Materials of the 25th CPSU 
Congress], pp 75-78, 83), and the llth chapter of the textbook for political ex- 
ercises "Na Strazhe Rodiny" [On Guard for the Motherland] (Voyenizdat, 1978). 


During the evening it is advisable to organize the viewing of the documentary films 
"Always on Guard," "Our First Order," and "I Serve the Soviet Union," as well as 
the film strips "Loyal to the Legacy of Lenin," and "Always Be In Combat Readi- 
ness."" It is also desirable to use the following albums of visual aids "Vypolnyay 
Trebovaniya Ustavov" (Carry Out the Requirements of the Regulations] (Voyenizdat, 
1976) and "Sila Voinskogo Kollektiva" [The Strength of the Military Collective] 
(Voyenizdat, 1977). 


During the talk, the following questions can be asked of the students: 1. What de- 
mands did V. I. Lenin make on discipline in the Red Army? 2. What is the essence 
of Soviet military discipline and on what is it based? 3. What is the fundamental 
difference of Soviet military discipline from the discipline in the armies of the 
imperialist states? 4. Why are the demands on the discipline of a soldier growing 
under present-day conditions? 5. What is said in the oath and regulations on the 
discipline of a serviceman? 6. Why is it essential to unfailingly carry out the 
orders of commanders and superiors? 
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TROOP INDOCTRINATION: COMBAT TRADITIONS 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 19, Oct 80 signed to press 
18 Sep 80 pp 73-79 


(Unattributed article: "The Campaign Record and Traditions of a Unit (Ship), 
Formation or District (Fleet)")} 


\Excerpts|} For young soldiers and sailors this subject is of particular indoctrin- 
ational significance. In the process of studying it, the students become acquainted 
with the most important military traditions of the USSR Armed Forces, they learn 
about the campaign record of their district (fleet), formation or unit (ship), and 
more fully come to realize the obligations of an armed defender of the motherland, 
the heir and continuer of the glorious deeds of the older generation. The aim of 
the exercise is to arouse in each young soldier and sailor a feeling of pride for 
belonging to the Soviet Armed Forces, a noble desire to make one's contribution to 
continuing and developing the glorious traditions of our Army and Navy, and to 
properly celebrate the 26th CPSU Congress. 


Two hours are to be assigned for studying the subject. In the course of the exer- 
cise, it is recommended that the following questions be taken up: 1. The essence 
and significance of the military traditions of the Soviet Armed Forces. 2. To have 
a good knowledge of the campaign record and traditions of one's unit (ship), forma- 
tion or district (fleet). The young defenders of the motherland--the heirs and 
successors of the military glory of the older generations. 


It is advisable to conduct the exercise using a lecture and a lively, full discus- 
sion. In a short introduction, it is desirable to point out that the Soviet Armed 
Forces which were created by V. I. Lenin and the CPSU have had a campaign record 
that is unprecedented in terms of heroism, valor and courage. This record started 
with the severe trials of the Civil War. Having defeated head-on the foreign in- 
terventionists and the White Guards, the young Red Army showed itself to be a 
battleworthy and organized force and won the glory of invincible. 


The Soviet Armed Forces carried out an unprecedented feat during the years of the 
Great Patriotic War. This was the most severe and fiercest of the wars in the 
history of our motherland. Having won a world historical victory in the Great 
Patriotic War, the Soviet people and their valorous army rescued mankind from the 
threat of fascist enslavement. 
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The exercise leader should recall that during the present year our nation has 
celebrated the 35th anniversary of Victory Day. This date was celebrated soon 
after the 110th anniversary of the birthday of V. I. Lenin. Its celebrating de- 
veloped into a demonstration of the unshakable unity of Soviet soviety, and the 
solidarity of our peopi. around their vanguard, the Leninist Communist Party. 


The decisions of the June (1980) Plenum of the CPSU Central Couw.ttoe the report 
of Comrade L. I. Brezhnev at the plenum, and the announcement of the convening of 
the next 26th Party Congress evoked a new influx of enthusiasm among the Soviet 
people and the men of the Army and Navy. Like all our people, the armed defenders 
of the motherland fervently and unanimously approve of the domestic and foreign 
policy of the CPSU and the Soviet government arimed at a further increase in the 
economic and defense might of the socialist fatheriend. 


With a response of profound satisfaction, the workers of the USSR, the states of 
the socialist commonwealth and the progressive community of tne world greeted the 
results of the Crimean meetings held in July-August 1980 by the General Secretary 
of the CPSU Central Committee and the Chairman of the Presidium of the USSR Supreme 
Soviet, Comrade L. I. Brezhnev, and the leaders of the fraternal parties and 
countries. Along with all the Soviet people, the men of the USSR Armed Forces view 
these meetings as a new weighty contribution to the further strengthening of the 
unity of the socialist commonwealth states, the deepening of their cooperation, and 
the strengthening of the joint struggle for the security of peoples and social 
progress. In constantly improving combat skills, the men of the Soviet Army and 
Navy are honorably carrying out their patriotic and international duty, and to- 
gether with the personnel of the fraternal armies are reliably defending the great 
victories of socialism. 


Due to the constant concern of the Communist Party, our Armed Forces possess every- 
thing needed to carry out their responsible mission of guarding the peaceful labor 
of the Soviet people and being a bulwark of universal peace. Our army embodies the 
heroism and valor of the Soviet people. It is a remarkable school of labor and 
military skill, moral purity and courage, patriotism and comradeship. The young 
men arrive in the military family full of feelings of pride for belonging to the 
Soviet Armed Forces, and they are ready to honorabiy carry out their sacred con- 
stitutional duty to the motherland. The young soldiers and sailors always remember 
that they are the heirs of the glory of the eider generations, and do everything to 
develop and add to the best traditions of their subunit, unit and ship, and in all 
the Armed Forces, and to celebrate the 26th CPSU Congress with new achievements in 
military service and a rise in combat readiness. 


1. The Essence and Significance of the Military Traditions of the Soviet Armed 
Forces 


In beginning to give the material on the first question, it is essential to explain 
to the listeners what traditions are. Traditions are historically formed, lasting 
habits, rules and standards of human conduct which are passed on from generation to 
generation, they accumulate and become a moral law for certain collectives, groups 
of the population, classes and entire peoples. Traditions encompass all aspects of 
human activities including political, economic, cultural, military and so forth. 

In a class society they have a class nature. In a society split into hostile 
classes, each class has its own traditions: the bourgeoisie its own and the 








proletariat its own. The bourgeois traditions are reactionary as they express the 
desire of the well-off classes to perpetuate their rule, and to preserve and 
strengthen the system of private property which allows the exploiters to plunder 
the workers and live at the expense of the simple people. The traditions of the 
proletariat are progressive as they embody its decisiveness to throw off the 
fetters of exploitation, to establish a just social system and to defend this 
System against all enemies. 


In our society, remarkable socialist traditions have been established and fully 
developed. They reinforce the very rich experience of the revolutionary struggle 
and creation of the Soviet people who under the leadership of the Communist Party 
have built a developed socialist society. Among socialist traditions one would 
put first of all: the revolutionary traditions of the CPSU and the Soviet people. 
These are historically shaped customs of great social importance, firmly estab- 
lished standards of conduct, and a way of thinking and acting which is inherent 
to Leninist revolutionaries and to the fighters for the freedom and happiness of 
the workers and for communism. 


Revolutionary traditions are the highest form of progressive traditions. V. lI. 
Lenin saw in them a powerful means for the indoctrination of the workers. He 
urged the constant following of the example of the intrepid knights of the revolu- 
tion, the setting of the example by them, the following in their footsteps, and 
the imitating of their intrepidness and heroism (see "Complete Collected Works," 
Vol 37, p 172). These traditions must be named and described: loyalty to Marxist- 
Leninist teachings, wholehearted dedication to communism, unflinching steadfastness 
and a constant readiness to fight its enemies for the triumph of communist ideas; 
love for the motherland, ardent Soviet patriotism; proletarian, socialist inter- 
nationalism; hate for suppressors and exploiters, imperialist aggressors, and the 
enemies of peace, democracy and socialism; a freedom-loving spirit, heroism and 
courage; high awareness, organization and discipline, monolithic solidarity, and 
the ability to overcome any difficulties and hardships; flawless honesty and rec- 
titude in everything. 


The remarkable revolutionary traditions of our party and people are furthered in 
the daily, creative activities of the Soviet people. This has been shown convinc- 
ingly and vividly in the trilogy of Comrade L. I. Brezhnev "Malaya Zemlya" [Little 
Earth), "Vozrozhdeniye" Rebirth] and "Tselina" (|Virgin Lands]. For millions of 
young men and women of the Soviet nation, the books of Brezhnev have become true 
textbooks of life. They will indoctrinate more than one generation of the young 
builders and defenders of communisn”. 


The Soviet military is the worthy heirs and successors of the traditions of ur 
party and people. At the 18th Komsomol Congress, Comrade L. 1. Brezhnev said: 
"The remarkable qualities of the Soviet people are also apparent in the ranks of 
our glorious Armed Forces. Here the youth undergoes true tempering. Here it not 
only masters organization and discipline, but also shows high awareness, self- 
sacrifice and at times true heroism." 


The propagandist should draw the attention of the listeners to the fact that the 
military traditions of the Soviet Armed Forces are inseparable from the revolution- 
ary traditions of the CPSU and the Soviet people. They were born under the direct 
influence of the unstinting struggle of V. I. Lenin and the Communist Party to 





create and strengthen the world's first worker and peasant state, and take their 
beginnings from the very first battles of the Red Guard detachments, the faithful 
support of the Bolsheviks. ''The heroes of Narva and Pskov, Patrograd and 
Tsaritsyn, Kakhovka and Perekop, Volochayevka and Spassk,'' emphasized the member 

of the Politburo of the CPSU Central Committee and USSR Minister of Defense, Mar SU 
D. F., Ustinov, "are at present an example of invincible revolutionary spirit, cour- 
age and loyalty to duty." 


Forged in the fire of three revolutions, the military traditions of the Soviet 
Armed Forces developed and grew stronger on the battlefields of the Civil and 
Great Patriotic wars. At present they continue to be added to and are gaining new 
content in the process of the military and political training of the personnel and 
the constant struggle to further raise the combat readiness of the troops and the 
naval forces, and to properly celebrate the 26th CrSu Congress. 


In summing up what was said, the exercise leader should conclude that the military 
traditions of the Soviet Army and Navy are historically shaped customs and moral 
rules which have become a standard of conduct for the men in combat and peacetime, 
and actively impelling them to carry out their military duty in an exemplary manner, 
and to honestly and conscientiously serve their people and the socialist motherland. 
Their source is the Soviet social and state system, socialist patriotism and prole- 
tarian internationalism, the unshakable friendship of the Soviet peoples, the 
heroic history of our Armed Forces and the leadership of the Communist Party over 
the Army and Navy. 


Then it is essential to briefly sketch in the basic military traditions of the 
Soviet Armed Forces. The most important of them is total loyalty to the cause of 
communism, love of the Soviet motherland, confidence in the victory over its 
enemies, and constant readiness to defend one's own nation and the fraternal 
nations of the socialist commonwealth. The inexhaustible strength of this tradi- 
tion lies in the communist ideological loyalty of the Soviet military indoctrinated 
in a spirit of Soviet patriotism and proletarian, socialist internationalism. 


The motherland.... What stirring feelings and thoughts this word that is dear to 
the heart of each Soviet person arouses in us! In thinking about the motherland, 

we see its vast expanses and riches. In touching on the heroic past of our people 
and on the glorious deeds of our contemporaries, we are filled with a feeling of 
pride for belonging to the Soviet nation and infinite love for our socialist father- 
land. The destiny of the homeland is the destiny of each of us. Its happiness is 
our happiness. An awareness of this serves as a source of inspiration and heroism 
for the men of the Army and Navy. 


Love for the motherland among the personnel of the Soviet Armed Forces is insepar- 
able from class hate for the imperialists and their henchmen. The Soviet military 
is always on guard, always on the alert. They realize that the aggressive nature 
of imperialism has not changed and cannot change. Our class enemics on the in- 
ternational scene have not abandoned the hope of settling the historic dispute with 
socialism in their favor by force of arms. This is why the personnel of the Army 
and Navy are endeavoring to do everything so that national defenses be secure. 

The armed defenders of the motherland are constantly ready to carry out any mission 
of the party and government to defend the frontiers of the Soviet fatherland and 
the socialist victories. 
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Loyalty to the military oath, to military duty, and mass heroism in combat are 

one of the leading traditions of the Soviet military. Each soldier, sailor, ser- 
geant and petty officer, no matter where he is, remembers his sacred oath of loyal- 
ty to the motherland. To unswervingly follow the military oath is a command of the 
heart for him. The heroic path of the Armed Forces is convincing affirmation of 
this. The Soviet military have always honorably carried out their duty to the 
motherland. This was particularly apparent during the years of the Great Patriotic 
War. In the battles against the Nazi invaders, the Soviet Army was famous tnrough- 
out the world as an army of mass heroism. 


The propagandist should go on to point out that military comradeship, respect for 
the commander and his defense in combat are a good tradition of the Soviet military. 
The word ''comrade'"' has become part and parcel of our daily life. Correct address 
among servicemen begins precisely with it. This fact has profound meaning as it 
emphasizes the social equality of the Soviet military, their unshakable friendship 
and military comradeship. In the army, the young men called up from various cor- 
ners of our vast motherland and the representatives of all the Soviet nations and 
nationalities live as a single military family. The soldiers and sailors, the 
sergeants and petty officers, the warrant officers |"praporshchik" and "michman"), 
the officers, generals and admirals of the Soviet Armed Forces are brothers in 
class and equal sons of the Soviet people. They serve one great cause, the cause 
of defending socialism against enemies. 


The exercise leader should emphasize that the tradition of unbreakable military 
comradeship is reflected in the regulations of the USSR Armed Forces and is a com- 
pulsory demand for all servicemen. Article 2 of the Internal Service Regulations 
of the USSR Armed Forces states: ‘'The serviceman must...honor military comradeship, 
help comrades in word and deed, restrain them from unworthy acts, and, sparing 
neither their life, help them out of danger.'' The Soviet military have always 
sacredly followed this demand. Military comradeship was particularly apparent dur- 
ing the years of the Great Patriotic War. 


Then it must be said that at present the concept of "military comradeship" has been 
Significantly broadened. A new tradition has developed, the military association 
of men from the armies of the fraternal socialist countries. The Warsaw Pact is a 
vivid form of such cooperation. The present year marks the 25th anniversary of its 
formation. For a quarter of a century now this defensive military-political alli- 
ance of the fraternal socialist countries has vigilantly guarded the great victor- 
ies of socialism and has faithfully served the cause of peace and security in the 
world. 


Among the leading traditions of the USSR Armed Forces, the propagandist should 
point out, is the love of the Soviet military for their own army and navy, for 
their military collective, and loyalty to the unit colors and the ship naval flag. 
The great ideas of the liberation of the workers from the yoke of capital and the 
struggle fer socialism and communism are linked with the red banner. The workers 
of Krasnaya Presnya manned the barricades under the crimson colors. Revolutionary 
soldiers and sailors stormed the Winter Palace with the red banner in tieir hands. 
The colors inspired the Soviet military to defeat the Nazi invaders during the 
years of the Great Patriotic War. 
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The history of the Soviet Armed Forces preserves many outstanding feats committed 
by the Soviet military for the sake of rescuing the unit colors or the ship naval 
flag. This tradition at present inspires the personnel to steadfastly surmount 
difficulties and to successfully carry out the missions of combat and political 
training. 


In completing the description of the most important traditions of the Soviet Army 
and Navy, the exercise leader should point out that in the various services of the 
Armed Forces and branches of troops, in the course of the combat training and 
service of the subunits, units and ships, their own, specific customs and standards 
of conduct are shaped. For example, in the missile troops it has become a tradi- 
tion to hit the targets on the first launch After exercises and training, the 
tank troops do not go to rest until their vehicles have been carefully serviced and 
ready to carry out new missions. In the navy there is the good tradition of passing 
on the name of an honored ship to a new ship. The "Varyag,"' "Ochakov,"' "Gremyash- 
chiy,"' "Soobrazitel'nyy" and other ship names known throughout the entire navy and 
famous for their heroic deeds at present are still in service. The aviators, air- 
borne troops and the representatives of the other services of the Armed Forces and 
branches of troops have their own, special traditions. 


In concluding the exposition of material on the first question, it can be said that 
loyalty to military traditions and concern for adding to and developing them have 
made it possible for the Soviet military to successfully carry out the complicated 
and responsible missions of defending the socialist fatherland and unstintingly 
fulfill their military duty to the motherland. 


2. To Have a Good Knowledge of the Campaign Record and Traditions of One's Unit 
(Ship), Formation or District (Fleet) 


In beginning to give the content of the second question, the exercise leader should 
point out that each unit, ship, formation, district or fleet has its own history 
which is a component part of the glorious history of the Soviet Armed Forces. The 
campaign record of a unit (ship), formation, district (fleet), their heroic deeds, 
orders and honorary names received for victories in battles, for successes in mili- 
tary and political training, the diplomas, prizes and pennants--all of this is a 
question of legitimate pride of the servicemen for their military collective, and 
helps to instill in them a readiness to spare neither their blood nor their very 
life in fighting against the enemies of the fatherland. 


It is essential that the exercise ieader describe first his own unit (ship), forma- 
tion or district (fleet), their combat history, traditions, heroes and heirs of 
military glory. It is advisable to mention the names of the best men whose names 
have been entered in the Honor Book of the unit (ship), and whose portraits are up 
in the room or museum of military glory, having emphasized that these men by their 
labor have added to the military glory of the home collective, and that all the 
young soldiers and sailors should endeavor to follow them. 


In describing the history of a unit (ship), or formation, it is essential to give 
vivid combat episodes from their biography, to name the frontline heroes, and show 
the sources for the feats committed by them. It is a good thing if here use is 
made of memoir literature, and materials from the museums and rooms of military 
glory. t is very important to show the succession of traditions and the successes 
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of the formation, unit or ship during the postwar period, and remind the listeners 
of the troop exercises and maneuvers in which the personnel participated, as wel! 

as the achievements of the men in carrying out the assignments of the command and 

in the socialist competition in honor of the 26th CPSU Congress. 


In completing the exposition of material on the second question, it is desirable 
to emphasize that it is very important for each soldier or sailor to know the can- 
paign record and traditions of his unit (ship), formation or district (fleet). In 
endeavoring to equal the frontline heroes, in vivid examples of wholehearted serv- 
ice of the fatherland, the Soviet military are fully determined to honorably carry 
further the baton of the older generation. They will always be ready for a feat 
for the sake of the motherland and for the sake of communism. 


3. The Young Defenders of the Motherland--The Heirs and Successors of the Military 
Glory of the Oider Generation 


In giving the material of the third question, the propagandist should point out 
that it is honorable and responsible to be the heir and successor of the military 
traditions. It is not enough to consider oneself a participant in the heroic deeds 
of the predecessors. It is essential to show this participation by practical deeds, 
in sparing no effort in military service, in constantly endeavoring to reach new 
heights in military advancement, and in serving in strict accord with the require- 
ments of the oath and regulations. It is advisable to remind the students of the 
excerpt from the Decree of the CPSU Central Committee "On Further Improving Ideo- 
logical and Political Indoctrination Work" where the necessity is emphasized of 
“adding to the glorious traditions of the army and navy, service in which is a re- 
markable school of labor and military skill, for moral purity and courage, patriot- 
ism and comradeship." 


In completing the exposition of material on the subject, it is essential to empha- 
Size that the revolutionary, labor and military traditions of the Communist Party, 
the Soviet people and their Armed Forces are a strong means of indoctrinating the 
army and navy youth. ‘The party has given unflagging attention to propagandizing 
these glorious traditions,'’ commented the member of the Politburo of the CPSU Cen- 
tral Committee and USSR Minister of Defense, Mar SU D. F. Ustinov. "With their 
help a vital link and succession of all generations of Soviet people are achieved. 
They impel the current generation of armed defenders of the motieriand to be like 
their fathers and mothers, elder brothers and sisters, and to imitate their in- 
trepidness and heroism unswervingly and sacredly, and add to the glory of the army 
and navy."' It is desirable that the propagandists conduct this exercise in a 
museum or room of military glory, with the extensive use of the exhibits, documents 
and stands existing there and devoted to the campaign record of the unit, ship or 
formation. This will have a more profound emotional impact on the students, and 
will help in successfully mastering the material. On the eve of studying the sub- 
ject, it is advisable to organite a meeting between the men and the participants 
of the Civil ane Great Patriotic wars, as well as veterans of the unit, ship and 
formation. 


in the course of the exercise it is recommended that use be made of the film strips 
"Value the Honor and Military Glory of the Armed Forces, One's Unit and the Honor 
of One's Military Rank," “Amongst the Living," "The Unit Colors or the Ship Flag-- 
The Symbol of Military Valor and Glory," "Be Worthy of the Glory of Our Fathers," 





and others. In the evening, the men can be shown the special films "Chapayev," 
"Pvt Aleksandr Matrosov,"' "A Man With a Gun," "Two Fighters," "Air Fighters," and 
"Officers," as well as the series of the documentary epoch "The Great Patriotic 
war." 
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SOVIET COMMENTS ON U.S. INFLUENCE IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 19, Oct 80 signed to press 
18 Sep 80 pp 80-85 


\Article by Candidate of Historical Sciences, Capt ist Rank N. Chikhachev: ‘The 
Ideological Expansion of the United States in the Developing Countries") 


Text. The present stage in the development of mankind is characterized by an un- 
precedented intensification in the ideological struggle between the two world social 
systems. Under the conditions of the exacerbation of the class struggle on the 
world scene and the scientific and technical revolution which has provided a gigan- 
tic impetus to the development of the means of communication and mass information 
media, the ideological confrontation has encompassed all continents and countries. 
Hundreds of millions of people have become the object of this. The conclusion of 
the 25th CPSU Congress that at present “the problems of the ideological struggle 
are more and more moving to the forefront" has been fully substantiated. 


The U.S. ruling circles have unleashed and headed an unbridled campaign of lies 
and slander against the countries of the socialist commonwealth and ail revolution- 
ary forces. "Imperialism,"’ stated the General Secretary of the CPSU Central Con- 
mittee a i Chairman of the Presidium of the USSR Supreme Soviet, Comrade L. I. 
Brezhnev, in a report at the June (1980) Plenum of the Party Central Committee, 
“has clearly set the aim of testing the will of peoples for peace, yours and my, 
comrades, goodwiil and determination to follow the road of detente and good neigh- 
borliness. 


"The day has not come when Washington did not endeavor to recover the spirit of the 
Cold War and fan militaristic passions." 


The time is long since passed when the U.S. military circles, intoxicated with 
their seeming omnipotence, felt that if such a concept of a “world public opinion" 
existed, it did not apply to the United States. At that time it was guided by the 
motto “guns speak louder than words."' Confronted with the rapid increase in the 
might of the USSR and the entire socialist community, the victorious national 1ib- 
eration revolutions and the broad dissemination of the communist ideology, the in- 
perialists came to realize that they were losing the battle for the minds and 
hearts of people. The same John Foster Dulies who said the above quoted words was 
forced to recognize: “We have spent billions of dollars preparing for a possibie 
war with bombs, aircraft and cannons, but we have spent littie on the war of ideas 
in which we are profoundiy involved and in which we have suffered defeats which are 
irrecoverable by any military might." 








Since then the U.S. imperia.ists have made a great effort to widely develop ideo- 
logical subversion, Moreover, they have elevated this to a rank of state policy, 
and have made it one of the main means  f combating world socialism, the inter- 
national communist, workers anc national liberation movements. As one of the 
Strategic tasks set by American .mperialists for the propaganda bodies is active 
resistance to cooperation of the young liberated states with the USSR and the other 
socialist countries. 


In the middle of the 1950's and the beginning of the 1960's, foreign policy propa- 
ganda of imperialism was carried out under the slogans of the notorious doctrine 
of "containment and roll-back of communism.'' At the end of the 1960's and the be- 
ginning of the 1970's, when the bankruptcy of rapid ant.-Sovietism became apparent, 
the apologists Cf imperialism resorted to the fabrication und dissemination in the 
developing countries of all sorts of pseudo-scient.c.c works aimed at discrediting 
the theory and practice of scientific socialism and the Leninist teachings on the 
alliance of the national liberation movement with world socialism, and to estab- 
lish the “inapplicability"’ of a noncapitalist path of deveiopment for the Afro- 
Asian states. 


During these years the rigid policy of opposing Soviet cooperation with the liber- 
ated nations was replaced by the more flexible methods of neocolonialism, that is, 
by the strategy of "squeezing out" the countries of the socialist commonweaitih by 
extensive political anu ideological expansion into the young national states under 
the flag of economic and military-technical aid. New "psychological warfare" pro- 
grams were worked out, and one of the main tasks of them was to spread lies about 
the supposed technical and ideological unpreparedness of the USSR to provide effec- 
tive help to the liberated countries. This period was marked by an unprecedented 
propaganda campaign against socialism and the communist and national liberation 
movements. 


The years of the Cold War, as is known, brought serious harm to international re- 
lations. At present, American imperialism is endeavoring to turn the world back to 
its gloomy times. Frightened by the successes of socialism in building a new life 
and in implementing the Soviet Peace Program, Washington is endeavoring to thwart 
the process of international detente. A clear manifestation of this policy was the 
so-called “new nuclear strategy" recently proclaimed by the Carter Administration. 
And, as before, the poisonous weapon of ideological subversion and provocation has 
been put to use. And again all the means of ideological influence available to the 
U.S. monopolistic bourgeoisie have been mobilised at directing international public 
opinion along a false path 


The present U.S. Assistant for National Security Affairs 2. Brzezinski who has 
claimed the role of tue main instigator of the anti-Soviet hysteria, in speaking 

in October 1977 before members of the Trilateral Commission in Bonn, formulated 
this goal in the following manner: ‘The new administration (of J. Carter) has put 
in one of the first places on its agenda the necessity of restoring both the faith 
of Americans in their own forces as well as in the ability of the West to respond 
to arising global problems on the basis of its own ideals."" Behind these intention- 
ally foggy phrases, it is not difficult to see the chauvinistic dream, of the U.S. 
ruling circles of American world leadership. 








An enormous apparatus of special bodies and mass information media in the United 
States has been involved in conducting "psychological warfare" in the liberated 
countries, This apparatus includes research centers and foundations, information 
agencies, numerous press organs and radio stations. The elaboration of "psycholo- 
gical warfare" methods in the African countries was entrusted, for example, to the 
African-American Institute and the American Society of African Culture. Analogous 
institutions are working out recommendations related to organizing U.S. ideologi- 
cal subversion in Asia and Latin America, 


The Afro-Asian and Latin American countries are covered by a network of American 
information centers, movie theaters, exhibits and libraries. In addition to the 
notorious "Voice of America," a large number of special radio centers was set up 
for broadcasting to these countries. Thus, Washington has created the Radio Free 
Asia and has installed powerful radio transmitters in certain African and Near 
Eastern states. For conducting "psychological warfare" extensive use is also made 
of a Significant portion of those 250 powerful radio and 24 TV studios which the 
Pentagon has abroad. 


In the Afro-Asian and Latin American countries, propaganda is actively carried out 
by thousands of American servicemen who are stationed there as advisors, teachers 
and instructors, members of the numerous military missions, as well as the crews 

of warships during calis at the ports of the developing states. The book market, 
the screens of movie theaters and TV sets, and all the mass information organs of 
the liberated states are literally inundated by a murky flow of American propaganda 
products. 


In endeavoring to better adapt the "psychological warfare" service to its adventur- 
istic aims, the Carter Administration, together with the U.S. Information Agency 
(USIA) which had compromised itself by foul methods and ties with intel igence, 
created the International Communications Agency (ICA). This agency is directly 
under the Secretary of State and the President. Along with the previous functions, 
ICA has also been instructed to take over exchanges in the area of education and 
culture. j1is has broadened the channels and opportunities of the U.S. propaganda 
service. The ICA has been given the task of "more effectively serving the interests 
of America,” considering the increased role of world public opinion as a ''new force" 
in international relations, seeking out "innovative methods of information and 
propaganda," instilling a “polemical spirit” in it, and so forth. 


The information agencies such as Associated Press and United Press international 
play an enormous role in the ideological expansion of the United States in the 
deveioping countries. Suffice it to say that 80 percent of the foreign information 
in the Latin American countries is received from the American information agencies. 
There also, in Latin America, five groups of American book publishers control the 
book market, the ten leading American firms have control over adv. rtising, while the 
three American TV companies, AR, CBS and NBC, actually control television. 


The U.S. imperialists are doing everything to prevent the attaining of independence 
for the developing countries in the information area. In particular, Washington 
has made a great effort to prevent the creation of information agencies in these 
countries. And when these attempts nave failed, then the tactics has been changed. 
Intense activities were developed aimed at influencing the local journalists and 
introducing agents into the mass information organs of the young states. 








In addition, upon instructions from overseas, proimperialist information organiza- 
tions have been set up in certain Asian, African and Latin American countries. 
Several years ago, for example, the so-called "International Free Press and Infor- 
mation Organization" was set up in Egypt. Operating under this cover is a rather 
large American, Saudi ood Egyptian propaganua enterprise with its own newspaper, 
magazine, book publishing house, and the production of movie and TV films. Clearly 
defined duties have been established between the participant, the new organiza- 
tion. The United States is the chief instigator and supplier of the subversive 
imperialist "ideas"; Egypt whose propaganda service had subsisted on anti-Soviet 
fabrications in recent years has taken up the elaborating of these "ideas" i: 
practice; Saudi Arabia finances the enterprise having allocated 2 billion doliars 
for these purposes. 


In 1978, another proimperialist propaganda organization appeared, and tiis was the 
Global Press International with headquarters in Johannesburg, South Africa. Its 
aim was to conduct anticommunist propaganda from South Africa, Chile, South Korea, 
Taiwan and Guatemala, aimed primarily at the Afro-Asian and Latin American coun- 
tries. 


In U.S. ideological expansion, an active role has been given to intelligence. The 
central area of its activities here is rabid anticommunist propaganda. In one of 
its instructions to its departments in Latin American countries, the U.S. CIA has 
ordered that by propa,anda operations and "psychologi 1 warfare" operations to 
disseminate information and shape public opinion for ° e purpose of countering 
anti-American and procommunist propaganda; to neutralize the communist or leftist 
influence in the basic mass organizations, to assist in the creation or preserva- 
tion of alternative organizations with a noncommunist leadership; to provide the 
Suitable and necessary materials for the most effective local mass information 
media. 


The U.S. ruling circles spare no money for such purposes. CIA money has been used 
to organize and publish the magazines AFRICA REPORT and AFRICAN FORUM, as well as 
QUEST and SOUTH in India. U.S. intelligence has established the closest ties with 
South African, Japanese, Thai, Pakistani, Philippine, South Korean and Chinese in- 
formation organs which systematically influence public opinion in an anticommunist, 
racist and neocolonial spirit. In the Latin American countries, the CIA has started 
up special magazines designed for the inteiligentsia and student youth, and has cre- 
ated support bodies in the publications of pseudo-revolutionary and splinter group- 
ings like the newspaper NUEVA SOLIDARIDAD. The regular or "irregular" coworkers of 
American intelligence write tendentious books and publish numerous articles in 
magazines and almanacs in various languages. For example, in 1979, the magazine 
PROBLEMS OF COMMUNISM published a libelous article by a certain Louis Dupry on the 
Afghan revolution. In the press it was announced that the author of this opus who 
was described as a member of a "traveling research group of American universities" 
in Lahore (Pakistan), was not so much a specialist scholar on Afghanistan as an in- 
telligence agent carrying out a CIA assignment. Somewhat eariier the London pub- 
lishing house Hodder and Stafton published a tendentious booklet on Afghanistan by 
the CIA operations officer Edward Hunter who, in portraying hinself as a writer, 

for many years had traveled through Central Asia. 


In the ‘psychological operations" against the national liberation movement, Ameri- 
can int .iigence more often prefers concoctions prepared using the formulas of 





so-called "black propaganda." Upon the admission of its organizers, "black propa- 
ganda’ is either material written by no one or signed by © nonexistent source, or 

a forgery ascribed to some existing source. The pages of wany bourgeois newspapers, 
magazines and books disseminated in the Latin American and Afro-Asian countries are 
full of fabricated "editorials" and paid-for "announcements" by nonexisting organi- 
zations. Thus false “instructional letters" from the embassies of the socialist 
countries to the local trade unions and other public organizations have appeared, 

as well as numerous analogous "documents" concocted under the leadership of the 
"department of dirty tricks," the CIA, 


Now, a5 during the gloomiest times of the Coid War, anticommunism and anti- 
Sovietism remain the content of subversive propaganda by American imperialism. 

The organizers of the global "psychological warfare" shamlessly falsify the history 
and policy of the USSR, they endeavor to discredit the state and social system of 
our country, and slander the Soviet way of life. For these unseemly purposes, ex- 
tensive use is made of the notorious campaign "for the defense of human rights," 
and a hullabaloo is stirred up over the question of certain dissidents who have be- 
trayed their motherland. 


By similar methods, imperialist propaganda has endeavored to defame real socialism 
in the eyes of the peoples and thus influence their choice of a path of develop- 
ment, or more accurately to show the "inapplicability" of Leninism and Soviet ex- 
pe.ience in socialist construction for others, including the developing countries. 
Imperialist propaganda has spared no effort in sketching in the "charms" of the 
capitalist system and bourgeois "democracy," suggesting that old capitalism which 
brought poverty and cruel exploitation to the workers no longer exists. It has 
been replaced, they say, by a "new," "liberal," "democratic" capitalism which un- 
derstands the problems of the developing states and will endeavor in every possibie 
way to help in successfully solving such problems. And for this reason the peoples 
of these states must not conflict but rather cooperate with the Western powers and 
in socioeconomic development follow only them. 


liowever it is becoming more and more difficult to deceive the peoples of the liber- 
ated countries. They see what great goods socialism has brought the people and 
what a grievous heritage has been left them by colonialism which arose out of capi- 
talism. With good reason, the Lebanese newspaper AS-SAFIR which is published in 
Beirut has written that the campaign initiated by the West in defense of "human 
rights" and which the American President Carter has declared himself to be an ad- 
herent is in clear contrudiction with the U.S. support for the states where these 
rights are flagrantly violated such as Chile, Israel and others. 


The peoples and leaders of many young states are against a capitalist path of de- 
velopment for their countries. In the book "A Keasoned Choice," the president of 
Tanzania, J. Nyerere has written: "With the present inequality of rights between 
peoples, capitalist development is incompatible with the full national independence 
of the Third World countries." 


In recent years the American reactionary propaganda has disseminated particularly 
widely the false tabrications of the "communist danger" and "communist threat" 
for the peoples of the developing countries. No matter in what region of the 
world the masses of people have risen up to fight for their iiberty and social 
progress, be it in the jungles or mountains of Southeast Asia and Latin America, 





in the forest trails or deserts of Africa, the U.S. propaganda machine constantly 
raises a hysterical campaign about the "intrigues of Moscow," and that all of this 
is the "work of the hands of the commun.sts.'' Thus, the American propaganda 
machine has spared no effort to spread the myth of the involvement of the USSR, 
Cuba and certain other socialist countries in the national liberation struggle in 
Zaire. At present it continues to spread slanderous fabrications of USSR and 

Cuban "intervention" into the affairs of Angola, on the "dan ,erous concentration of 
Soviet and Cuban troops in Ethiopia," and so forth. 


imperialist propaganda has constantly trumpeted about the notorious "communist 
danger"’ which is supposedly moving from the region of the Horn of Africa to the 
Arabian Peninsula, and the "threat of Russian seizure" of the oil fields in this 
area. And what an unprecedented hullabaloo was raised in washington and Beijing 
when the Soviet Union, at the request of the Afgha: ,overnment, helped its neighbor 
Afghanistan repel outside aggression. The USSR was accused also of a "desire to 
break out to the warm seas," and of an intention "to lay its hands” on foreign oil. 
At the same time, American propaganda has nothing to say about the oggressive wars 
which the United States waged in Korea and Vietnim, the organization of military 
coups and bloody putsches, the creation of miiitary bases on foreign t -rritories, 
and so forth. 


The press of many Afro-Asian countries has decisively unmasked the falseness of the 
fabrications in imperialist propaganda on the USSR. The newspaper AS-SAURI which 
appears in Aden (the People's Democratic Republic of Yemen) has written: ‘The real 
danger to the developing countries lies in the actions of colonialism and imperial- 
ism headed by American imperialism which supports the predatory policy of Israel, 
with the latter flaunting our legitimate national rights and plundering the riches 
and wealth of the Arab peoples."' A similar clear position on this question was ex- 
pressed by the President of the People's Republic of the Congo, J. Yhomby Opango. 
"The imperialists," he stated, "are frightening us with the so-called ‘communist 
threat.' For the suppressed peoples of Africa, there is no such threat. The main 
danger for the Africans is imperialism, colonialism, apartheid and racism." 


Under the flag of anticommunism, Washington is endeavoring to disunite the develop- 
ing countries, to split the ranks of the patriotic revolutionary forces, and to 
weaken and isolate progressive regimes. Under the pretext of "protection against 
communist intrigues," the imperialists are setting one country against the other 

in order to prevent them from uniting in the struggle against the common enemy of 
world imperialist reaction. For fanning hostility between the peoples of the lib- 
erated countries, wide use is made of national, ethnic, religious and disputed 
border problems. And although all these problems have been inherited from the time 
of colonial suppression, the ideologists of imperialism place the blame for the 
arising conflicts unswervingly on the socialist states. 


In the West they have willingly taken up various nationalistic theories which arise 
in the developing countries themselves. For example, in Africa the idea of "an 
African solution for African problem" has spread widely. It arose as a natural 
response to the intervention of imperialism into the internal affairs of the Afri- 
can countries, and for this reason caused a negative attitude on the part of the 
ruling circles of the United States and the other nations of the West. But the 
revolutions in Angola and a number of other nations on the continent had only to be 
victorious when the rulers of the United States and the other NATO countries 








immediately became supporters of the concept of an "African solution to African 
problems,'' endeavoring to adapt it to the achieving of their own imperialist in- 
terests. 


American propagandists have made a great effort to discredit Soviet economic, tech- 
nical and military aid to the liberated countries. They have endeavored with par- 
ticular zeal to distort Soviet military cooperation with the Arab states, spreading 
the intentional lie of the desire of the USSR to utilize the deliveries of military 
equipment for establishing "control" over the armies of these countries and to "im- 
pose" a communist ideology on the Arabs. 


The anti-Soviet fabrications of imperialist propaganda have been taken up also by 
the reaction in certain Arab countries, and in particular, by the Egyptian Presi- 
dent, Sadat. But, as they say, a lie has short legs. And no matter how imperial- 
ist and reactionary Egyptian propaganda run down Soviet aid, the Arab peoples, like 
all the world community, will never forget that precisely due to Soviet aid, Egypt 
was able to repel Israeli aggression, and to hold out and achieve successes in the 
October War of 19753. 


In speaking about the good relations and mutually advantageous cooperation with 
many score states in Asia, Africa and Latin America, Comrade L. |. Brezhnev in a 
speech to voters in the Baumanskiy Electoral District of Moscow, on 22 February 
1980, emphasized: "The USSR has made a noteworthy contribution to strengthening 
the economy, cultural construction and defense of certain countries, and we are 
proud of this. Loyal to Lenin's legacy, we will always be on the side of the 
peoples who are defending their liberty and independence. But we will never use 
our aid for pressuring those to whom it has been given." 


In the ideological expansion of imperialism an important place is held by the spe- 
cially planned and implemented "psychological operations" for covering up inter- 
ference and at times outright armed intervention against one or another country or 
region of the world. As a rule, such operations are carried out with the partici- 
pation of intelligence. Their purpose is the falsification of events, the misiead- 
ing of not only the masses of people, but also political parties, public organiza- 
tions, parliaments and governments. Military operations against Afghanistan, for 
example, in the announcements of American agencies are depicted in such a manner 
that from beginning to end they are the exclusive work of Afghan emigres, while 

the United States with its minions is supposedly "not involved" in them. 


At the same time the true instigators and organizers of the armed plunderous attacks 
on Afghanistan from outside have been unmasked and brought into the open. These 

are precisely the ruling circles of the United States, China and certain other 
countries w.o finance anu arm the counterrevolutionary bands. The bandits who are 
called rebels by the Western propaganda are trained by American, Chinese and 
Egyptian instructors on the territory of Pakistan where tens of thousands of 

Afghans have been driven by force and deceit into military camps. It was the 


Assistant for National Security Affairs <. Brzezinski himself who made a trip to 
Pakistan where he “inspired" the Afghan counterrevolutionaries to struggle against 
their people. Incidentally, as was recently announced in the American press, in 


June 1979, Brzezinski in talking with Western journalists, expressed the hope of 
a successful struggle by the "Mosiem rebels" against the Afghan revolution, and 
even then “very clearly hinted that the United States could provide secret aid to 
these rebels." 
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The American information agencies which force their materials on the mass informa- 
tion organs in the developing countries lean over backwards to evoke the sympathy 
and support for splitters and dissidents who have taken up arms against their own 
peoples. And of course, in these materials you will never even find mention of the 
atrocities committed in Afghanistan by the bandit rabble. 


The United States has developed analogous propaganda campaigns over events in 
Angola and Ethiopia. In seeking a pretext for imperialist interveicion into the 
internal affairs of Angola, American agents have inspired the publication in Afri- 
can newspapers of materials which not oaly discredit the national revolutionary 
organization of MPLA and support the counterrevolutionary activities of the pro- 
Beijing emigree and splinter groupings of the FNLA and UNITA, but also slander the 
policy of the USSR, Cuba and the other socialist countries vis-a-vis the liberated 
states. 


What methods have been used in the propaganda operations against Angola can be seen 
from the book published in 1978 and titled "In Search for Enemies" by J. Stockwel., 
the former «of of the special operations Angolan group of the U.S. CIA. In order 
to create a pretext for imperialist intervention in Angola, American intelligence 
fabricated and disseminated through the mass information organs the concoction of 
"Soviet advisors" in Angola. But in actuality, as J. Stockwell admitted, at that 
time there were no 5oviets at all. For the same purposes American propaganda 
spread the falsehoods ubout the "atrocities" of the Cubans who had come at the re- 
quest of the legitimate revolutionary government of Angola to help in repelling 
foreign aggression in which troops from racist South Africa were actively involved. 


The criminal activities of American intelligence assumed such scandalous ill-repute 
that it caused a strong wave of protest not only abroad but also in the United 
States. The Senate and House of Representatives were forced to investigate its 
"actions.'' The Church Committee disclosed the entire monstrous arsenal of CIA 
means and methods, starting with espionage and murder and ending with armed provo- 
cations and the use of the mass information media for subversive actions against 
the forces of peace, democracy and progress. "Due to our secret actions, the United 
States, unfortunately, is viewed less and less as an example of democracy," was the 
opinion of one of the members of the Church Committee, Senator W. Mondale. He ex- 
pressed the hope that the “era of secret daily manipulation by the United State of 
the mass information media, people and events will soon be a thing of the past. 


But these words pronounced by the man who soon thereafter became the U.S Vice 
President remained an empty phrase. The practical proposals of the Church Committee 
were restricted only to "recommendations" which in no way were binding on the CIA 
to halt "the operational use of persons who are regularly employed in wrii _ng arti- 
cles, editing or taking decisions in the U.S. information organs."' At tre same 
time, the committee left the CIA with freecom of action in seeking out methods for 
uSing American journalists abroad. The House of Representatives also did not put 
up any barriers against intelligence. The chairman of the subcommittee which in 
1977-1978 held a hearing on the relationships of the CIA and the mass information 
media stated that “whatever the relationships between them should be, at least, 

on a voluntary basis." The congressmen took on advisement the statement of the CIA 
director, Adm S. Turner, that io restrictions on the use of the foreign mass infor- 
mation media by American inteiligence are possible since, as the magazine NEWSWEEK 
commented on this statement, they "serve as a cover for the dissemination of Ameri- 
can pro»scanda eoroad and for countering the communist influence." 











As we see, the system of "black propaganda" created by the U.S. imperialists over- 
seas has been left untouched. In essence, the American legislators did not curtail 
but rather encouraged their intelligence to illegally conduct subversive propa- 
ganda operations overseas. 


Thus, imperialist subversive propaganda in the developing countries has long since 
become a permanent factor in American international policy. It is aimed at facili- 
tating the attaining of neocolonialist and hegemonistic aims of Washington in Asia, 
Africa and Latin America. Such activities are a flagrant violation of not only the 
provisions of the Final Act of the European Conference on the Exchange of Informa- 
tion, but also the UNESCO declaration on the principles for the operation of mass 
information media which has been signed by U.S. representatives. Facts again af- 
firm that for the sake of expansionistic interests, the Carter Administration has 
flagrantly violated international standards and its own obligations. 


But the pharisees of imperialist propaganda have not deceived the people. No 
mountains of lies and slander can keep mankind from the truth, and cannot conceal 
the great achievements of the Soviet people in building communism, in the struggle 
for peace and international security, and for strengthening friendship and coopera- 
tion between peoples. 


The June (1980) Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee affirmed that our party will 
constantly carry out the policy of the 24th and 25th CPSU congresses to support the 
just struggle of the peoples for freedom and independence, for international co- 
operation, peace and detente. At the same time, the intrigues of imperialism and 
the other enemies of peace require constant vigilance and the greatest possible 
strengthening of the defense capability of our state in order to thwart the plans 
of imperialism to achieve military superiority and dictate to the world. "The 
foreign policy of our country," stated Comrade L. I. Brezhnev in his speech in the 
ceremonies at Alma-Ata, "is a clear and honest policy of peace and not aimed 
against any third party. We are not encroaching on anyone's lands and we are not 
intervening into anyone's internal affairs. But we will always be able to stand 
up for our rights and legitimate interests. 


"Our valorous Armed Forces possess everything to rebuff any aggressor." 

The attempts of imperialism and its supporters, be it by military force or ideologi- 
cal weapons, to halt the historical process of the revolutionary renewal of the 
world are doomed to failure. 
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\_Review by Candidate of Historical Sciences, Docent Col G. Malakhov of the book 
"Varshavskiy Dogovor--Soyuz vo Imya Mira i Sotsializma" (The Warsaw Pact--An 
Alliance for the Sake of Peace and Socialism), under the general editorship of 
V. G. Kulikov, Moscow, Voyenizdat, 1980, 295 pages, 24 illustrations, 1 ruble 
80 kopecks } 


[Text] For a quarter of a century now the Warsaw Pact has played an enormous, 
truly inestimable role not only in ensuring the security of the countries in the 
socialist commonwealth, but also in the struggle cor strengthening European secur- 
ity and peace throughout the world. This high mission of the pact is recognized 

by all progressive mankind, and this largely explains the broad range of publica- 
tions devoted to its activities and published both in our nation and abroad. Among 
them an important place is held by the work "Varshavskiy Dogovor--Soyuz vo Imya 
Mira i Sotsializma" [The Warsaw Pact--An Alliance for the Sake of Peace and Social- 
ism] prepared by a group of authors under the general editorship of Mar SU V. G. 
Kulikov. 


The book begins with the examination of a number of tenets of Marxism-Leninism on 
the unity and all-round cooperation of the socialist countries. Here in the fore- 
front is the disclosure of the objective necessity of defending socialism. This 
idea, the authors point out, was first advanced by the founders of scientific com- 
munism K. Marx and F. Engels. V. I. Lenin thoroughly developed and established 
this idea under new historical conditions. In the work "The Military Program of 
the Proletarian Revolution," he wrote: "It would be simply stupid to deny the 
‘defense of the fatherland' by the suppressed peoples in their war against the im- 
perialist great powers or by a victorious proletariat in its war against any 
Galliffet of a bourgeois state." 


The course of history, the book points out, has fully substantiated this Leninist 
prediction. With the victory of Great October, the defense of sociali*= »ecame an 
immediate task and a most important component in the struggle of the worh<«rs to 
create a new social system. Even now international imperialism has not abandoned 
its desire to stop social progress and prevent the construction of socialism and 
communism. It has particularly intensified its expansionistic, aggressive policy 
aimed against the USSR and the socialist countries which have rallied around it 
after the Great Patriotic War. The creation of a strong coalition of imperialist 
States, the North Atlantic bloc, was the result of this policy. 
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Under the existing situation, the European socialist countries needed their own 
military-political alliance which could provide a reliable system for their collec- 
tive defense and check the aggressive aspirations of the imperialist powers. And 
the Warsaw Pact became this association. 


In tracing the history of the rise of these two fundamentally opposite organiza- 
tions and their activities using rich factual material, the authors provide a 
worthy rejoinder to the NATO propaganda service, which, being unable to conceal the 
aggressive nature of the military alliance of the Western power, try by falsifying 
historical facts to prove the unprovable that in Europe there are two equal mili- 
tary blocs, the North Atlantic and Warsaw. One represents the West and the other 
the East. The book (and this is one of its merits) convincingly shows that the 
Warsaw Pact in terms of its aims is diametrically opposed to the North Atlantic 
bloc. While the Western powers, in endeavoring to set some European states against 
the others, have created a closed military grouping, the socialist countries in 
turn have affirmed a desire to create a collective security system in Europe and 
have emphasized that the pact is open for other states to join, regardless of their 
social and state system. Moreover, they have announced that in the event that a 
collective security syst m is created in Europe, there will be no necessity for the 
Warsaw Pact effective the day the European-wide treaty comes into effect. 


The entire content of the book shows also that the unshakable alliance of the com- 
munist and worker parties united by a common ideology, aims and will is the most 
important factor in strengthening the cooperation of the socialist countries, as 
well as its soul and directing, organizing force. The unity and close solidarity 

of the Marxist-Leninist parties which direct the domestic and foreign policies and 
the entire question of defense of the allied countries serves as a reliable guaran- 
tee for the uninterrupted growth in the role and significance of the socialist mili- 
tary coaiition, and its positive influence on international life and the entire 
further course of historical events. 


The Marxist-Leninist parties give particular attention to the foreign policy cooper- 
ation of the Warsaw Pact states. And with good reason the authors have devoted a 
separate chapter to an analysis of these activities. iLxtensively shown are the 
political decisions and initiatives related to ensuring European security and a 

just settlement of the international problems of Europe. The patterns, principles, 
and the mechanism of foreign policy cooperation are also examined in detail. 


The Political Consultative Committee [PCC] plays an important role in developing 
and strengthening this cooperation. The book reflects its truly inestimable con- 
tribution to securing a reliable peace on the continent and the entire planet. 

Each PCC conference enriches the European and world community with constantly new 
ideas aimed at halting the arms race, at eliminating the military blocs, and at 
developing peaceful economic, scientific and cultural cooperation between all 
States, regardless of the differences of their social and state systems. And here 
of particular significance are the initiatives aimed at ensuring European security. 
They were highly praised at the 25th Congress of our party. 


"One of the important forms of cooperation among the leaders of our parties and 
countries is the Warsaw Pact PCC,'' commented Comrade L. I. Brezhnev at the congress. 
"This pact reliably serves the interests of peace and socialism. Obvious to every- 
one is the importance of the itiatives which our PCC has made in recent years. 
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Certainly many of them have been the basis for resolutions of major international 
forums or have been reflected in a number of important bilateral international 
acts." 


The new constructive proposals as a counterweight to the outright attempts of the 
United Stetes and England to resurrect the Cold War, as is known, were put forward 
in the declaration and statement of a PCC conference held on 14-15 May 1980 in 
Warsaw. The proposals for a summit meeting for the leaders of staics from all re- 
gions of the world, for freezing the number of armed forces of the European states, 
for the unfailing observance of all provisions of the Final Act of the European 
Conference on Security and Cooperation, for accelerating preparations for a con- 
ference on military detente and disarmament in Europe, and many others <re aimed 
at providing a new impetus to the process of detente. 


However, the arms race instigated by the United States and the other \ATO members 
has forced the Warsaw Pact members to take the necessary weasures to strengthen 
their own defense capability. For the military reader of undoubted interest are 
the sections of the book dealing with the principles, the basic directions, forms 
and methods of military cooperation among the allied countries and their armies. 
As a result of the development of the worid socialist system, a new, higher type 
of relationships has arisen between the armed forces of the socialist states. 

This is the fraternal military cooperation among the Warsaw Pact armies. It is 
characterized by deep, truly fraternal ties between them, encompassing all aspects 
of the life and activities of the armed forces and contributing to their constant 
development and improvement. Among them the authors mention the coordinating of 
the efforts of the allied nations on the questions of strengthening defense, the 
Organizational development of the national armies, and the raising of their combat 
capability and readiness; joint measures and the exchange of experience in opera- 
tional and combat training, and the indoctrinating of personnel; cooperation in the 
area of the further development of military science, the elaboration of uniform 
views on the nature and methods of conducting combat operations, mutual aid in the 
training of military personnel, and so forth. A particular role is played by the 
joint exercises of the allied troops and navies. 


The mechanism of military cooperation is constantly being improved. The Committee 
of Ministers of Defense is the highest military body of the Warsaw Pact, and it 

was organized upon the decision of the Budapest (1969) PCC meeting. Actual leader- 
ship over the Joint Armed Forces is carriec out by the Joint Command. fhe Military 
Council of the Joint Armed Forces is a body with the powers of recommendation and 
it collectively submits proposals considering the opinions and interests of all 

the allied armies. The staff of the Joint Armed Forces serves as the headquarters 
body of the commander-in-chief and the working body of the Committee of Ministers 
v’ Defense. Recommendations on military-technical questions are worked out by the 
‘echnical Committee of the Joint Armed Forces. Due to the constant cuncern of the 
CPSU and the other fraternal parties, the armed forces of all the ali>.4 countries 
are moden armies, and the Joint Armed Forces are a close military family. 


In separate chapter the book examines the general principles and traits of mili- 
tary organizational development in the nations of the socialist commonwealth. 
Military organizational development in them, the authors emphasize, is carried out 
in accord with the general patterns of social development, and considering the 
possibilities of each country and the socialist community as a whole. The unity of 











views Of the basic Questions of Military organisationas development at the sane 
time presupposes their creative development in each country, In this manner each 
country and national army make their contribution not only to the development of 
military science, but also to the common cause of strengthening the defense capa- 
bility of the socialist states 


Such a vast and diverse study which the reviewed book is undoubtediy will attract 
the attention of « broad range of readers. It provides a clear understanding of 
the diverse activities of the Warsaw Pact, a new type of military-political alli- 
ance, an alliance of the countries of the victorious proletariat, an aliiance for 
the sake of peace and socialisn. 
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‘Review by Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor, Col \. Meshcheryakov of the 
textbook "Partiyno-Politicheskaya Rabota v Sovetskiknh Vooruzhennykh Silakh" (Party- 
Political Work in the Soviet Armed Forces), under the general editorship of A. 1. 
Sorokin, Moscow, Voyenizdat, 1979, 416 pages, price 90 kopecks. 


(Text) The Communist Party has posed great and responsible tasks for the military 
academies in the area of training personne] for the army and navy. “The Soviet 
officer," commented the member of the Politburo of the CPSU Central Committee and 
USSR Minister of Defense, Mar SU D. F. Ustinov, “is above all a man who cleariy 
sees the political goals of the party and the country..., who continuously links 
his labor and his daily life with the great deeds of the party and the peopie.... 
As an exacting and considerate commander and chief, he is able and is fond of work- 
ing with people, he values collective experience, he listens to the opinion of 
comrades, and critically judges what has been achieved." 


Such qualities are siaped in the students of military academies by the entire 
process of training and indoctrination. A significant role in this process is given 
to the course "Party-Political Work in the Soviet Armed Forces."' Moreover, wherever 
the officer may work, he always acts as 4 specialist in his job and as the indoc- 
trinator of subordinates, that is, he organically needs profound knowledge of the 
theoretical and methodological bases of indoctrinational and party-political work. 
However, until recently there has been no textbook on the given subject for the 
military academies. At present this lack has been eliminated. The Military Pub- 
lishing House has issued a textbook designed for the students of military acudemies 
."Partiyno-Politicheskaya Rabota v Sovetskikh Vooruzhennykh Silakh" (Party-Political 
Work in the Soviet Armed Forces) ). 


A particular feature of it is that it is designed for officers who have previously 
taken a course in party-political work in the higher military schools and who al- 
ready have some experience in its organization. The book is not a repetition of 
the already known. It is a new step in working Out and popularizing the bases in 
the art of indoctrinating military personne] and mobilizing them to carry out mili- 
tary feats. Party-political work, as an educational discipline and practice, here 
is thoroughly treated, with profound scientific soundness and a broad approach to 
the complex problems which the academy graduates gust solve in the troops and 
fleets. The experience of the solely-responsible commanders in organizing party- 
politica. work in the units and ships has been generalized in the textbook. 
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The authority of a commander and the confidence of the troops in him are a great 
strength, the authors of the book rightly point out. This confidence «© won by a 
comma: Jer by all his work, by the example set in carrying out military duty, by the 
high moral-political and military qualities, by firmness of spirit and by albe 
leadership of subordinates. To lead subordinates means to be a master in creating 
high morale among the men, and ensuring their constant readiness to carry out their 
Military duty. To study the organization of party-political work actively and 
steadily) means to master the science of being victorious over the enewy, and to be 
a political fighter for the great communist party. 


The first thing that must be pointed out in describing the new textbook is its 
ideological focus which runs like an idee fixe through the entire work prepared by 
a large and prestigious collective. Even in the definition of the essence of 
party-political work, it is pointed out that this is the scientifically based 
ideological and organizational activities related to carrying out the policy of 
the Communist Party in the army and navy, indoctrinating the personnel in the 
ideas of Marxism-Leninism, and mobilizing the men to carry out the missions con- 
fronting them. 


The chapters of the textbook thoroughly and sequentially disclose Lenin's teach- 
ings about the defense of the socialist fatherland, the growing significance of 
party leadership over the Armed Forces, the enormous role of party political work 
in ensuring the combat capability of the army and navy and the strengthening of the 
unshakable tie between the army and the people, and the scientific approach to the 
ideological and organitational activities of the party in the masses of servicemen. 





The authors have succeeded in thoroughly showing the leading role of the CPSU in 
the development of Lenin's military theoretical heritage, in mi.itary organization- 
al development and the organization of party-political work in the army and navy. 
The constant concern of the CPSU for improving the combat readiness of the Soviet 
Armed Forces is shown thoroughly and fully. A significant piace has been given to 
analyzing the practical measures implemented by the party to further improve ideo- 
logical, political indoctrination activities. The students are brought to the 
logical conclusion that the fundamentai basis of military organizational deveilop- 
ment is the leadership of the Communist Party over the Armed Forces and that party 
leadership is the sain source of the strength and might of the army and navy. 


Lach of the chapters elucidates the fundamental ideas of the CPSU concerning the 
various aspects of: party organiiat.onal and ideoiogicai work, and brings out their 
relation to the particular features of social development and the spiritual life 
of the Soviet peopie under the conditions of a developed socialist society, to the 
achievements of the scientific and technical revolution, and the complexity of the 
present international situation. The students will find in the textbook an answer 
to the question of what is demanded from them in the practical implementation of 
CPSU policy in the troops, and in ensuring high vigilance and combat readiness of 
the subunits and units. 


in the activities of a communist military specialist, an important piace is held by 
involvement in party organizational work. Concern for the high quality replenish- 
ing of the ranks of the army and navy communists, their ideological and political 
indoctrination, the development of internal party democracy and the strengthening 
of party discipline, and the constant observance of the Leninist standards of party 








life and principles of party leadership--to all of this he must make his corcribu- 
tion. 


The realization of the vanguard role of the (ommunists is possible only under con- 
ditions when their duties are clearly assigned in the party organization, and when 
in fact there is, as V. .. Lenin taught, "personal responsibility of each for a 
definite, strictly and precistly designated job or area of work." The reviewed 
wok CONtains systematized recommendations on the ways for stre. thesing the in- 
fiuence of the party organizations in the troop collectives and on appiying in 
practice the principles of collective leadership, control and check of execution, 
and an unbreakable tie between the indoctrinators and the masses of men. 


The chapter “Ideological Work in the Army and Navy. Ways for Further Increasing 
Its Lftectiveness Under Present-Day Conditions” with “ull justification notes that 
the determining direction of propaganda and agitation has been anc remains the 
shaping of a communist ideology among the Soviet people, and their ‘tnuoctrination 
in the ideas of Marxism-Leninism. The necessity is emphasiied of a thorough and 
well-argued elucidation of the policy of the Leninist party. In this regard the 
students are given useful advice on thoroughly studying the works of the founders 
of “arxism-Leninism, the decisions of the Communist Party congresses, the decrees 
of the CPSU Central Committee, the USSR Constitution, the works and speeches of 
Comrade L. I. Brezhnev and the other major party and state documents. 


In accord with the requirements of the 25th Congress and the Decree of the CPSU 
Central Committee “On Further Improving Ideological and Political Indoctrination 
Work," great attention in the textbook is given to the activities of the military 
personnel in establishing the ideas of Soviet patriotism and socialist inter- 
nationalism in the minds of the men, to moral and military indoctrination, to 
strengthening military discipline, and to unifying the army and navy collectives. 
Here practical recommendations are found on a comprehensive approach to indoctrin- 
ating the men and consideration of these wi'' help the commander in effectively 
utilizing all the existing means for an ideo ogical influence on the men. All of 
this indisputably will allow the academy graduates to focus their efforts in prac- 
tice on the main elements of the communist indoctrination of the men. 


At the same time we cannot help but point out that in the textbook certain problems 
related to organi: ng an offensive struggle against bourgeois and revisionistic 
ideology under present-day conditions have not been sufficientiy taken up. At the 
same time experience shows that the commanders and military engineers require sci- 
entific recommendations which would arm them with effective forms and methods for 
unmasking ideological subversion and the slanderous fabrications of tne apologists 
of imperialism and its minions. 


The questions of increasing the combat readiness of the troops and carrying out the 
tasks of military and political training rightly hold the central place in the 
textbook. Naturally, in cach academy, considering the speciality of officer train- 
ing, many subjects in the process of giving the course will assume a specific con- 
tent. However, the general fundamental provisions which bring out the forms and 
methods of party-political work are essential for study by the students of ail the 
academies. 





As for the content of the material on party-political work in the area of raising 
Vig.iance and combat readiness of the troops, on the mastery and able use of the 
Miiitary equipment afd weapons, of staneing combat duty and improving special 
Bhills, here the authors have thoroughiy elucidated the ways and methods for in- 
stilling in the servicemen a feeling of high responsibility for carrying out the 
requirements of the m.litary oath and regulations and their constitutional duty 
to defend the victories of socialism and the peaceful creative labor of the Soviet 
people. Aiso of interest and of use are the chapters in which the authors examine 
and describe the jiessons and experience of mass political and organizational ac- 
tivities by the commanders, political bodies and party organiiations during the 
years of the Great Patriotic War. 


In the textbook a significant place has been given to describing the organization 
of the socialist competition. Under conditions when in the troops and fleets ex- 
tensive work is being developed to carry out the Decree of the CPSU Central Commit- 
tee ‘On the Socialist Competition to Properiy Celebrate the 26th CPSU Congress," 

the experience found in the book on organizing the socialist competition in the 
units and on the ships is particularly vaiuable. But the authors should have 

given in greater detail the activities of a commander (chief of staff) in indoctrin- 
ating in the men a sense of responsibility for carrying out the assumed obligations, 
and to show here how the commander relies on the party and Komsomol organizations 
and directs tie activities of the staff. 


An indisputable merit of the textbook is its organic link with life, with the solu- 
tions to specific tasks confronting the Soviet Armed Forces and with the experience 
acquired in the troops. There has been a particularly detailed and extensive treat- 
ment of the experience of party-poiiticai work in the area of carrying out the 
tasks of military technical training as conducted by the commanders together with 
the political workers and communists in one of the regiments of the legendary 
Samaro-Ul'yanovshiy, Berdichev Iron Motorized Rifle Division. Also instructive is 
the experience of conducting educational skills seminars in unit \ of the Order of 
Lenin Transbaykal Military District, the science and technology days on the ships 
of the Red Banner Black Sea Fleet, and the organization of political indoctrination 
in tactical exercises in a tank regiment. 


The chapter "The indoctrination of the Soviet Military in a Spirit of Military Col- 
laboration with the Armies of the Fraternal Socialist Countries" is based upon in- 
Structive factual material. ‘his chapter shows the experience of internationa) 
indoctrination in our Armed Forces and the other armies of the Warsaw Pact states, 
and the realization of ties between the servicemen of the countries of the social- 
ist commonwealth. 


The elucidation cf theoretical concepts in an inseparable iink with practical ex- 
perience arms the academy students and the officers in the troops with knowledge 
ind Skilis in the area of ideological and party organizational work. in the text- 
book they will also find important advice on the shiliful combining of the mass 
forms of indoctrination with an individual approach to each serviceman, on the ¢ a- 
centrating of attention on work directly in a company or battery, and on study’ .y 
the mood and public opinion of the personne). 


In our view, in preparing the given and analogous textbooks, wider use should ave 
been made of the results of sociological research as has been done in the chapter 








"Moral-Political and Paycho.ogical Training of the Personne! of a Unit (Ship) for 
Combat Operations in a Modern War," and the officers should have been confronted 
with problem questions which woule necessitate a creative approach, a scientific 
analysis and search for the ways to solve them. It is also essential to teach the 
students the art of speaking, pedagogical tact, and consideration of the psycho- 
logical features of the -arious categories of servicemen. In the textbook it would 
also have been beneficial to disclose the most characteristic shortcomings in the 
training of the students which have been discovered in the prowess of the inde- 
pendent andoctrinational activities after the completion of military academics, 

and the difficulties which the graduates encounter in the troops. 


The practice of involving the instructors from the acaJemies and experienced 
political workers from the troops in writing the textbook has proven effective. 

This will make it possible subsequently to more ful'y consiaer the uvemands of today, 
to more widely bring out advanced experience acquired in the troops, ana thereby 
provide the greatest help to the students in mastering the necessary knowledge, 


At the June (1980) Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee, Comrade L. 1. Brezhnev 
pointed out that in recent years we have acquired valuable experience in communist 
construction. We must have a careful approach to everything positive in our work. 
The textbook on party-political work will help in successfully carryirg out this 
general party task. 


in conclusion, we would like to say that the students of military academies have 
gained a long-awaited, essential and well-prepared textbook which will serve as 
one of their valuable sources of knowledge in the area of party-political work, 
the effective weapon of our party. 


COPYRIGHT: “Kommunist Vooruzhennykh Sil", 1980 


10272 
CSO: i180] 





SCHOOL ACTIVITIES: LENINGRAD A.D. MISSILE SCHOOL 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUCHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 19, Oct 80 signed to press 
18 Sep 80 pp 91-92 


\Article by Col A. Serenko, senior instructor on the Chair of Marxism-Leninism at 
the Order of the Red Star Leningrad Higher Air Defense Command School imeni 60- 
Letiye Velikogo Oktyabrya: "A Competition for Abstracts") 


(Text) One of the effective forms for deepening political knowledge of officer 
candidates and for developing in them an inner need for independently studying the 
revolutionary theory of Marxism-Ler nism is the active involvement of the future 
young officers in a nationwide competition of student work on the probiems of 
social sciences. Our school has acquired some experience in this work. 


For example, in the school around 80 percen: of the officer candidates participated 
in the Seventh All-Union Competition for Student Works on Social Sciences, the 
History of the Komsomol] and the International Youth Movement. However, out of all 
the written abstracts, we were able to present only two for the citywide round of 
the competition, and only one of them was awarded a diploma, second degree. 


The political department together with the Chair of Marxism-Leninism has thoroughly 
and profoundly analyzed the results of the competition and the state of work done 
by the circle of the military-scientific society [VNO) for social sciences, and has 
disclosed a number of substantial shortcomings in organizing the competition in the 
school, in the leadership over the work of the officer candidates, and other ques- 
tions. 


With the announcement of the Eighth All-Union Competition for Student Work Devoted 
to the 110th Birthday of V. I. Lenin, the question of the participation of the 
officer candidates in it was thoroughly discussed at the school council, at a meet- 
ing of the Chair of Marxism-Leninism, and at an enlarged session of the political 
department togethe~ with the instructors of the chair, the commanders, political 
workers, and the secretaries of the party and Komsomol organizations from the 
training subunits. 


In the course of the first round of the competition, at a meeting in the political 
‘epartment of the school, statements were heard by the deputy commanders for politi- 
cal affairs and the secretaries of the party organizations in the training subunits 
on the work being done by the officer candidates on the abstracts. An analogous 
question of the work done by the circle of the VNO has been repeatedly discussed at 
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& session of the Chair of Maraism-Leninism, Special attention has been given to 
improving the quality of writing the abstracts and the responsibility of the sci- 
entific leaders for this aree of work, 


The officers of the political department and the instructors from the Chair of 
Marxism-Leninism have been directly involved in prepar.ng and summing up the re- 
sults of the conferences in the training subunits and in deteoomining the winners 

of the competition. Many active participants of the first and seconu stages of the 
competition were commended by the subunit commanders, and for the results of the 
first round of the competition, by the chief of the school. The results of the 
first round were given in the wall newspapers, in the special "express" issues, and 
in the broadcasts over the local radio. 


Over 90 percent of the officer candidates in the senvol have participated in the 
Eighth All-Union Competition for Student Work on Social Sciences, the tlistory of 
the Komsomol and the International Youth Movement. four works were submitted at 
the citywide round of the competition, and three of them were awarded diplomas 
first degree and one third degree, while two abstracts (of Officer Candidates R. 
Podvolotskiy and A. Chornen'kiy) were submitted to the republic-level round of the 
competition, 


In terms of the results of the citywide round of the competition, the school held 
one of the first places among the higher military schools of the Leningrad Military 
District and was awarded a diploma third degree by the Leningrad City Komsomol 
Committee, by the council of rectors of Leningrad VUZes and by the City Council 

for Student Scientific Research. 





The active involvement of the future young officers in the national competitions 

of student work is only one aspect of the question. We are endeavoring that the 
officer candidates not only write abstracts, but also give them before an audience. 
Thus, in the course of the Eighth All-Union Competition, the officer candidates of 
our school gave almost 500 speeches in the form of lectures, reports and taiks on 
the subjects of their work in the officer candidate subunits, in the district units, 
in the schools and vocational-technical schools of the city of Leningrad. 


Such an organizing of the work will undoubtedly contribute to the political indoc- 
trination and seif-education of the future young officers and to instilling in them 
the practical skills of a propagandist. 

COPYRIGHT: "Komminist Vooruzhennykh Sii", 1980 
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